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The Right Worſhipful, his 
loving father- in- Law, 
Richard Waltham Eſquire, 


and Juſtice of Peace and Quorum 
in the County of Devon 


JohN REYNOLDS, your obedient Sonne, 
wiſheth as much proſpe rity as th: Godi can 
diſtribute, or Tou deſire, 


4 R gor the Golden Axioms (Ri ke 
K'X 7 Worſhipful ) of Grave Pytha- 
Lora be authentical, I am then 
V GW) by the influence of his flous 
$ID 
riſhing precepts induc'd to 
believe, that courteſies once received ought 
to be repaied with thanks; which har- 
monical NeQar-ſentence penetrating the 


( Dedalian ) citadel * my adrupt _ 


* 
. —.. K. nt I at — 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
as alſo 2 th'Idæa of your kind- 
neſſe before the Theater of my contem- 
plations 3 I could in conceit reap no 
(Ambroſian) applauſe of my capacity, 
untill (although in Baucis homely diſh) 1 
had preſented you with the firſt April. fruits 
of my cerebroſities extraction : by vertue of 
which audacious reſolution ( arming m 
Muſe with obedience, and my Pen wit 
ſubmiffive humility ) I have preſum d to 
preſent you this my unpoliſhed Pamphlet, 
or rather to betake my FLOWER OF 
FIDELITIE under the (benigne) 
wings of your worthy patronage : the mate- 
tial effect whereof ( albeit derivd from the 
Index of Cytherea) Lhave ſo overvailed with 
the maske of chaſte modeſty, that Thope 
not onely the apparition of ſcandaliſing me- 
thod is aboliſhed, but alſo the Phyſnomy 
of ſuperfluous amoroys terms ( which may 
not correſpond with the climate of your 
complexion.) utterly razd out. Accept 
tberefoc, worthily Worſhipful, this my 
viſh Lamphlet, as the pledge of my zea- 
= aflection ; and grace my FLOWER 
OFFIDELITIE with this, happi- 
peſſe, to be eſtabliſhed inthe fragrant Gar- 


den 


eſteem my Labour coroniz d with the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
den of your flouriſhing Library: ſo ſhall I 


Laurel of content, my Muſe inveſted 
with the exquifite Trophies of applauſe, 
and my ſelfe {moorh'd up in the Terreſtial 
Eden of fortunate delectation. 
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ti Tour obedient ſon and 
; | devoted ſervant 


JohN REYNOLDS 


ASonnet ſent by the Author 


to all Beauteous and Vertuous 
Gentlewomen. 
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Ou Soveraigne Nmpbs, whoſe Crimſon-chryſtal Dye 
Obſcures the taint of Juno's Lovely face, 
Teu which for ſumptuous Princely Modeſty 
| 1 — Diana through the ftreets ds trace, 
g leave your tashes and with a gracious lobe. 
Peruſe the method of my Pampblet-Booke. 


Therein doth no Laſcivious phraſe remaine, 
But onely parkes of chafte FIDE LITIE. 
Wherefore ſweet Nmpbs let me this Boone obtain 
That midſt your triumphs in May's jollity. 
Together with your Diapred Noſegayes fair 
Ton will vauchſafe my faithful FLOWER to wear. 
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The Preface. 
1 generality of ingenious Philoſophers 


within whoſe induſtrious capacities Diſ- 
cretion — triumphant, do in t 
ſympathie of their _—_— con feſſe, that there 
i no Love comparable to that which is built e 
on the Rock of Vertueʒ divine experience doth by 
( ſacred ) examples daily demonſtrate us, that 
eferes which exceed the limits of Honour, are 
alwayes in the prime of their hopes meritoriouſ- 
ly croſt by ſome prejudicial misfortune : whereas 
on the contrary, Love grounded upon a ſacred de- 
termination, doth not only moſt fiouriſhingly live 
in fortunate proſperity, but likewiſe dieth in 
moſt blisful aſſured felicity : God at all times 
| hateth à diſloyal heart, and with the events of 
contentation coronizeth that Love whoſe effects 
tend to unfained fidelity. The rage of Loves 
| paſſions are great, and ſo great, that in 4 
| manner all eſteeme Venus power ſul; for firſt ſhe 
( wother ) predeſtinateth, and then Cupid 
(A ler obedient ſon ) ſtriketh whom ſhe com- 
wands. By Nature all men are made of one / las 
tial ſubſtance , yet being produc d under 
Planets, Love with ber intricate authority doth 
more 


The Preface. 1 
mor torment ſome then others, for beauty hath 
ſuch power, and her power ſuch vertue, that (tn 4 
manner) all Mortals are ſome times ſcorcht with 
the ardent flames of her tirannical recogniſamces 
as well Potentates, as Impotents , fight under ths 
banner of Beauty; and Cupid, the Paphian Ar- 
cher, being blind, as ſoone ſtrikes Robes as Rags, 
Art can never diſplace the impreſſion which Na- 
eure bath imprinted, nor Dignities ever avoid 
that which Divinity ſetteth down for a period. 
All men are ſub ject to Love; therefore no marvel 
if Love ſo ſeize the top of Princes conceits, that 
#hey. build their external felicity upon enjoying 
' their Miſtris favour; and lay their (ſacred ſup- 
poſed) foundation of hope, in being inrolled a 
ſervant upon the memorial of their Saints con- 
templation -: Touthſul ſancies very often rum al 
randome; yet being once in the field of love, 
vanquiſhed by the proſpe# of ſome excebing 
beauty, they ſo render themſelves captives to the 
( Circes ) inchantments of partial complexions, 
that they will not onely ingage their conſtanc 
for the obtaining of their hearts deſire; but alſo 
pawn their lives, yea fidelities , for the eſta- 
bliſhing of their breaſts contentation;, as by ths 
ſequel of this enſuing Hiſtory ſhall woſt mani 
feſtly appeare. A 
THE 
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2 N the thrice renowned Iſland of Cy- 
cilia, (which being ſituated in the 


d, Center of the Mediteranean fea, 
el is moſt gallantly embeliſned with 
at the Treaſure of Ceres and Flora)be- 
* | fore ever the inhumane pride of ty- 

rannizing Spain domineered in theſe Quarters z 
* there ſometimes reigned a vertuous and valorous 
a King named Pruyno, whoſe skill in Martial exploits, 
* — in induſtrious Sciences did no leſſe 
as daunt the courage of his profeſſed enemies abroad, 
6, than with content ſatisfie the expectation of his 


g | loyal Subjects at home. Who having lived a long 
time with his beautituil Queen (and wiſe) Gratiana, 
without Iflae, being daughter 10 Polydor King of 
1 Barburia, had at laſt in his old declining age, when 
J Reaſon would have induc'd men to believe thathis 
0 hoary white hairs (as the Avant Coureurs of Tba- 
- natos ) betokened a ſpeedy death, A very gallant 
8 yours Son; to the no little ap fauſe of bis aged 
I her, and no leſſe rejoycing of his (more than) 
joyful Subje&s; who io (tcllification of their young 
cince his Nativity, ſo —_— ſolemnixed his 


1 
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Birth with Heroical triumphs, that all forein travel- 
lers being (peRacors of their vluntary Bountiſul- 
nes, might condignly co i cure them (1 mean the 
generality of truc-hrarted Cicilians)to be exactly ras 
viched in an extaſie of celeſſi il contentation. Which 
Princely B-b- being b-ptiſ d with ſuch pompous 
(ragnificent ) ſo emnicy, as wis correſpondent to 
his Noble cxtrafti en, was in fine by the King his 


Father (wich the conſent of his honorabl- Parents) 


named Thal neno. Why being nurſt wie care, and 
diſciplinated by the muſt expert Martia iſts of Ex- 
ropa; At the age of ſ ven years, had ſo well profited 
in the (couragi us) School of Bellona, that the Phy(+ 
nomy of his face a true Almanacks of future Qua- 
licjes, did perfectly prognoſticate that his P/ incely 
ſelf would at the age of reaſon undoubtedly merit 
to be triumphantly crown-d with the ſuperlative 
Laurel garland of Olimpian dig::ifi d fame, Beauti- 
ful he was of complexion; more cu: jouſly reſtm- 
bling Ad:nis than Paris : Courteous he wis of de- 
meanour z for his benigniiy ſurpaſſed the affobilicy 
of Alexander : And more than exceeding diſcreet 
he was of Capacity;for that from his ſupereloquent 
Tongue flew the very inchanti'g Phraſcs of admi- 
red-Demoſthenes. So chat as Nature had ſurpaſſed 
her (intricate) skill, in framing him ourwardly 
moſt excellent; Art likewiſe hid beſtowed her 


chiefeſt curivfity in b d cking th: Temple of his Ce- 


rebroſity with the prime of ingenious induſtry. Pay . 
ls, if ſhe had heard his report, would have praiſed 
Re my Juno, if ſhe had ſeen his 2 


have forlaken her Jupiter : and che Syrenes 
them- 


OF FIDELITY. 
themſelves, if they had ſettled their ſights upon the 
ſoyl of his Phyſnomie, would have withdrawn 
their melody from fearful Uliſes, and tun'd the har- 
mony of their Voyces to inveſt onely Thalmens their 
Favourite; who in the bloomy ſpring-time of his 
tender Juvenility demonſtrated ſo many vertuous 
Apparitions of his Princely towardneſſe, that King 
Druyno his Father rendred many millions of thanks 
to ſacred Fehovab for giving him ſo ſweet a Sonne 
and his joyful Ciciliam yielded devout gratulations 
to Goddelle Fortune, ſor affording them ſo gallane 
an Heir to their flouriſhing Empire. Which Hero- 
ical young Prince being the very Map of Modeſty , 
the Patron of Piety, and the Flower of Audacious 
Magnanimicy; had no ſooner made the Horologe 
of Time ſound the year fifceenth of his age; but ha» 
ving from his cradle his tofticated conceics fixt up» 
on renowned Travel; did ur on the Rock of his va- 
lorous Reſolutions ſo ce nſtantly determine to 
try what the event of his Princely fortunes might 
be, that youthful ( per Majeſtical)deſires, till kind- 
ling within the embers of his heroical affection, did 
at laſt ſo flame to the abſolute fire of a deſperate De- 
termination, that hap life or death Thalmeno refol+ 
ved, and in reſolving vowed to paſſe the blafts 
of Boreas and ftreams of Neptune; the better to a- 
dorn the ſtorehouſe ofhis conceirs,with the ſtrange 
Accidental ſights of ſome foreign Novelties: But 
a main battel of incumbrances began to pitch 


a amillion of Doubts in the inſpiring Cell of his I- 
- Mmaginations : For firſt conſidering, chat to depare 


ſans Conge, were to bereave his Father of his onely 
OS - Comſortz 
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Comfort, and to ſorſake Cicilia were to withdraw 
bis ſlaffe of Conſolation ;. ( The which precedent 
—— ſes confidering) he again reſolved to entomb 

is military Reſolution in the evaporating duft of 
Oblivion : fo that ſmothering up the ſubmiſſive 
Motives of Obedience in the concavicy of Self-will 
and pricking forward the ſuperbity of his ſenſs 
wich dignified Spur of honour; he laſtly reſolved, 


that maugre the effect of Fortune, or the treachery , 


of Time, very ſoon to depart. But this his private 


ſecrecy was not ſo ſurely conceai'd in filence, 


but the news thereof arrived to the Harbour of 
his couſin Palme underftanding, being onely Sonne 
to Blithgora King of Egypt, who having his capa- 
city tickled with the exquiſite Erymology thereof, 
could reap no perfect reft of his diſturd'd Contem- 
plation, untill he had engaged himſelf a Partici- 
tor of his Couſins adventurous proceedings. 
hereupon finding Thelmeno in the Arboury de- 
folate, he very familiurly began to diſcover him 
the Phyſnomy of his audacious reſolutlon: The 
which Zephyr-novclty Thahnen no ſooner under- 
Rood,bur being in conceic with celeftiall Applauſe 
raviſhed, in that he found ſo Princely compart- 
ner of his future fortunes, he to the purity of af- 


F&ionace intreaty moſt ſoon condefcended + So 


that each taking a Page, with ſuch commodious 
neceſſaries as was beßtting theic Voyage, they very 


ES 


cloſely in a night (when the Moon being over- | 


{ſhadowed with obſcure Clouds, ſecmed to conde- 
ſcend to their reſolutions) moſt ſecretly departed, 


directing their courſe to Trapani one of the chieſeſt 
Porte 


3 
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Ports In Cicilia 4 where finding an Argazil ready to 
fer ſa il, bound for the Count rey of Arabia they in- 
ſtantly (with — contemplations, bei g 
ad that Dame Fortune had ſo ſoon provid d hem 
peedy paſſagts, without making the King, Court, 
or Commons acquainted with their pretenct) im- 
barqued themſclves. Who after finding theſe 
two tender Princes abſentzwhat forrowſul mour n- 
inte, melancholly aggravations and diſtempered 
doleſulneſſe was in all places, but eſpecially in the 
Palace-Refident, I referre to the diſereet Readers 
impartlall cenſure. And in teſpect that our fliffory 
dependeth not on their Bewailings, but on the 
adventurous proceedings of our Bloomy young 
Princes; 1 will for a while leave their ſorrows to 
be comforted by the Didlamnum of patience : And 
return again to the azured Common · wealth of 
Neptune,whereon theſe our Pi incely Parogons were 
fortunately ſailing; who tracing upon the Deck, 
not onely reaped exqulſite app'auſe, ro fee the 
Armatho furiouſly cut through the ſurges of the 
Seas, but alſo enjoyed the Preropative of dikeQable 
exhilaration in beholding the Zephyr-Gale fairly 
blow the Swanlike Sails from the ſuperbious Maſt. 
Which fo long liſted, that in rand were for- 
tunately come within kenne of their defired Port; 
whereat the whole company, but eſpecially. our 
two young Princes rejoycing, they forthwith ge» 
nerally rendred many millions of zealous gratu+ 
lationꝭ to Divine Fove, in that ſo favoui ably be had 
bleſt them with wiſhed for ſucceſſe- who. 2 
their Xrgefil! at ag 5 uud having iovch 
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themſelves with freſh Habiliments, did thereupon 
forthwith entreat the Mafter to ſet them aſhore , 
Which immediately was accompliſhed - At whoſe 
triumphant departure, the heroical Mariners let flye 
ſuch a chundering peal of Ordnance, that the Re- 
port thereof rebounding from the concavity of the 
clifty Shores, not onely made theſe our valo- 
rous Martialiſts tremble, but alſo terrified Bellona 
her ſelf (being reſiaent) in the citadel of her cele- 
ſtial Monarchy, but the brumy ſmoak thereof be- 
Ing evaporated wich the freſhnefſe of the furious 
wind, our Princely Gallants inſtantly attained the 
Shores, and royally rewarded the Boatſens gang; 
they betook — to the commencing of their 
de you adventures, where through the African 
Delarts they ſolitarily ſo long travelled, that at 
laſt being deſtitute of victuals, and not finding 
wherewith ro content nature ( in reſpe& theſe 
parts were un-inhabited) they paſſionately tracing 
theſe unknown Groves, very grievoully began 
to exclaim upon the inhumane diſaſter of their 
miſerable calamities ; but in vain, for they ſaw no 
food to repleniſh their hungry appetites, un- 


leſſe ro have brutiſhly fed upon unknown roots; 


which exactly they diſdained, hoping ere long to 
harbour themſelves in ſome homely Cottage, 
where with ruftical Cates they might appeaſe their 
gormangifing hunger: Upon the foundation of 
which hope, advancing their pace, they at laſt came 
to the deſcent of a-deep Valley, wherewith a faint 
Reno very penfively walking, they through che * 
chückei of an ancient Forrest might eſpie the — : 

teure 


KK 
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tecture of ſome domeſtical Manſion, which to 
their ſorrowtul conte; lations, producing un- 
exp: &cd ercuurag: ment, they arming themſelves 
wich audacity, thercuato direftcd their courſe; 
where bring „ the outer gore arrived, they beheld 
a famous C.ft e of lum tu us edifice, bur full» 
tarily ticaaicd 19 the Center of the aforeſaid For- 
ref, that the u in. pic. cl 2 moſt d letully through 
the branch s of the lofry Cedars, made ſuch 2 
mourntu! mu mur of diſcunſyulate melody, that 
the doletuln ſſe thereof draye our two young 
Princes into a very diſt:ſtcful conceir of eff. mine 
deſpaic: bur at laſt hunger couſtraining them, 
they reſolvcd to enter; where opening the anter- 
gate, they paſt the fi ſt Court withonr eſpying 
any; and entering the ſecond they behe!d a delici- 
ous Court moſt iogeniduſly paved with illuſtri- 
ous Marble, which very ſtately was circumfereuc'd 
with a lumptucus arch'd Gallery, propp' 
up by pillars of bright ſhining Alabaſter; from 
which by chance reflecting their cycs , they forth- 
with ſaw a {weet amiable Lady, which under the 
umbrage of a Fiy-tree fate recreating her ſenſes 
with the dulcid (ound of a delecteble Lute, and 
thereunto contracting her Angelical voyce, ſhe 
harmoniouſly breathed out this ſorrowful Son- 
net. 


My mournful breaft! inte the dusbie ayre 
Send forth ſad fights, true witneſſe of thy plaint ; 
Band pearled tears into ory acred Spbeare, 


And ſbew how with Love's ſorrows thou doſt faint... 
4 Un- 


| THE FLOWER 
Vnpail the curtains of thy miſery 
Before the Throne of great Jchovah's ſight, 
That contemplating on thy Tragedy, 
He may ſend favour on thy ſide to fight 3 


Poſi therefore tears to Juno's Diety, 
Relate thy rage, diſplay thy Paſſiont fire: 
Sincerely crave of ber bright Sanity, 
The comble of thy mournfull hearts deſire. 


Fly thobbing fighs unto Dame fortunes throne, 
And tbunder forth the taint of thy diſtreſſe : 
Unmatk the Subject of thy direſull moan, 
And of her ( Janus power implore redreſſe. 


And beth like twins of Dame Lat ona fair, 
Threugh Thetis ſail unto the Paphian Iſt : 
Solicite Venus and young Cupid rare, 
That now diſcerdant fate they will exile, 


And ſafely ſend Prince Mzdor to thy ſight, 

| Whoſe Phyſnomy with chaſte applauds my ſoul 
Hath vow'd eternully for to nnite, 
And charsfer in Adamantine roi l. 


again and again the name of Meder, one might 
opperently perceive many pearled tears diſtil down 

he (facred)) ſoyl of her Vermilion checks, as alſo 
manifeſtly hear many ſecret fighes, which her per- 


plexed 


The which as ſoon as ſhe had ended, repeating 
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plexed heart ſent forth, as teftimonials of her tor- 
mented paſſions : and therewichall lifting up her 
eyes towards the ſeat of: her celeſtiall Maker (as be- 
ing overcome with too many in ſup portable ſor- 
rows) ſhe inftantly ſhrinking to the ground, fell 
into a dangerous trance. The which Tragicall ſpe- 
Qacle our two young Princes perceiving z Very 
ſoon advancing their pace, ftepr to her aſſiſtance; 
And elevating her from the Flowrie-bank, where- 
on ſhe was fallen, they uſed ſuch, or at leaſt the 
beſt preſervative means for her recovery, as their 
unskilfull (though willing) induſtry could afford 
them: So that in time (by good fortune) fhe a- 
gain recovered ; And remembering her ſelf (or at 
leaſt thinking to remember her ſclf} and ſeeing theſe 
two ſtrangers before her, ſhe very diſdainſully (ha- 
ving anger ſeated in the furrows oi her Brow(utter» 
ed theſe or the like words following. 


IJ Entlemen(for ſo the Phyſnomy of your favor 
(3:4 proſpect of your perſonages, invites me to 
term you) if you knew how divinely quiet I en- 
dured the enjoyance of this dangerous ſwound (or 
rather deadly lumber) whereinto I was fallen, 1 
abſolutely know (or at leaſt audaciouſſy conje- 
ure) that in equity and reaſon you would have 
refrained from difturbing me of my reſt, and alſo 
permitted me to reap the tenuity of my confolati- 
on : But fince things paſt cannot be recall'd, be- 
cauſe accidents once produced, do ſoon fly far, 
having Times wings; I will, on condition you 

ſpeedily 


| * 
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ſpeedily depart my Caftle, for this your firſt of- 


ence glve you an abſolute pardon. I have here 
wholly betaken my ſelf to ſorrowſulneſſe, and 
have long ſince devoted my zeal to the ſhrine of diſ- 
conſolation, my dcfire is neither to fee not be 
ſeen, bur rather to lead the Pilgrimage of my life 
from the ſight of any: This ſolitary place I have 
elected for my Purgatory ; And here, unle(F: death 
prevent my premeditations I reſolve to abide 
the return of a moſt dear Friend of mine, which 
inconftant Fortune this fourty Moneths hath 
detained/ from mi. I in heart hate the fight of any, 
and for his fake loath the proſpect of all 
Therefore at the requeſt of a ſorrowtul Lady, (or 
ifever a tormented Damſcl,may gain acceptance at 
the Bar of your Diſcretion ) I beſeech you delay 
not to depart, that according to my accuſtomed 
manner I may ſincerely upon the Altar of his ab- 
ſence, devoutly ſacelfice my affectionate ſighes; In 


token, that till death in the Garden of my Maiden 


Amity; the reſemblance of his ſelf, and Idea of his 


perſections, ſhall (to my everlaſting comfort and 
fogls concentation)immortally flouriſh. 


[> 


} 


The Princes having very lowly ſaluted this 


lovely Lady, and with attentive ears liſtned to the 
effect of her ſpeeches, They both began or at leaſt 
Tbalmeno for both, inftautly to frame her this be- 


nigne reply, 


Ri vertuous Lady? (for fo your inward qua- 
A.ucics and exterior perfect ion demonſtrate you | 


ro 


: 


ol 
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to be) if our ſudden arrivall hath prejudiced your 
ſorrowſul devotions,orderained you from execu- 
ting ſome ſervicedue to your Friend; by ſo much 
the more we are thereof exceedingly diſcons 
tented. But fince the purity of our pretence may 
plead for the excuſe of our audacity, and the inno- 
cency of our reſolutions crave remiſſion for our 
boldneſſe; we doubt not, but having heard the Hi- 
ſtory of proceedings, you will in equity afford us 
a benigne pardon : For know fair Lady, that we 
are both Princes; the one heir apparant to the 
Crown of Egypt, and the other to the Diadem of 
Cicilia; Our Names Palma and Thalmeno: who in 
the prime of our bloomy minority, before the 

conſideration of future fortune was eſtabliſhed in 

the Zenich of our capacities, we reſolved to travel, 
and ſo ſecretly imbarquing our ſelves (without 
taking leave of our Parents) we of late arrived in 
the next brdering Harbour; fince which time, as 
(faithlefſe ) Fortune would, (Errour being our 
guide) we ſtrayed into aan unknown Deſart, where 
theſe three dayes we have moſt dzngerouſly travel- 
led, without finding ſuſtenance to relieve our hun- 
gry flomacks; So chat at laſt ranging theſe ſoli- 
tary Forreſts, we fortunately arrived to the view 
of this your Caſtle : Our pretence, fair Lady, is not 
to incur your indignation, but onely to entreat 
you to relieve us with ſome benigne demonſtrati- 
ons of courteſie; that in giving Nature her due, wo 
may avoid the tyrannizing dint of Death, which 
moſt inhumanely doth new begin to domineer over 


us: which if you eſſect, as vertuous reaſon cannos 


well 
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well deny we ſhall continually riafain fervants 
boch to your Bounty and Beauty; and «ill the pe- 
riod of death, hold the term of our lives as a- 
gain re bought by your Majefticall Merits, and 


likewiſe depart when ic ſhall pleaſe you to com- 
mand us. 


The Lady pondering upon theſe pitiful ſpeeches, 
very ſoon in her breaſt conceived a mot ion of re- 
lentation,which flaming in the embers of her zea- 
lous imaginations,very ſecretly commanded her to 
entertain them with all agreeable curioſity: ſo that 
taking them kindly by the hand, ſhe moſi debonair- 
ly conducted them to a very ſumptuous Dining- 
chamber, where cauſing her waiting Virgins to at- 
tend, and furniſh the Table with ſuch ftore of rich 
poverty as her ſolitary Cell could afford, They 
very orderly without the vanity of prolixious ce- 
remonies fell hungerly to their meat; till repaſt 
being done, the Princes ſatisfied, and the Tables 
taken up, Thalmeno ſtill burning with deſire to 
know the effectuall cauſe of this Ladies deſolate re- 
cirement,cvpaporating baſhfulnefſe, and arming his 
capacity wich courage, he very boldly (yet with a 
Princely grace) continued his familiar Oration at 
followerh : 


VI. beautiful Damſellif the repeticion of your 
unes renew not your grief, or the di- 
ſplay of your ſorrows increaſe not your diſcon- 
| ls ions l wund (if I might crave ſo much grace 

at your Lilly hands) entreat you to relate why 
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ſo fadly you make this Deſart your domeftical 
Manſion. And the occafion why ſo often with vol- 
lies of fighes you _ the name of Medor. Me 
thinks your Beautiſull face, Slender perſonage, Ma- 
jeftical compottment, and vertnous perſecti 
ſhould rather befit a Monarchs Court than a ru- 
ral Countrey, and a Princes bed than a Pilgrims 
Cottage. But whether wade ſo far, fince by expe- 
rience I am taught to ſee, that all are ſubject to fate, 
and none exempt from adverſity ? for affoon the 
Prince as the Peaſant, the Madame as the Milk - 
maid, are (or at lcaſt may be) croſt with the dart 
of Cupid, the fling of ſorrow, or the Tyranny of 
misfortune; Therefore fair Lady, if any of theſe 
diftaſtful accidents have befaln you, with the (So- 
veraign) ſalve of patience ſo mollifie your paſſi- 
ons, and raze out your ſorrows, that the reſi- 
dence of apgravar ion may not overtop the bloſſams 
of your flouriſhing Juvenility, and ſo Tragically 
bring your beautiful ſelfto the (untimely ) enjoy- 
ance of a deſperate Martytdome. | 


The Lady perceiving Prince Tbalmem had now 
ended his ſpeech ; For anſwer thereunto replyed 
him as followeth. 


Re vertuous Prince, that I have 
ince loved a Noble Cavalier, the abſence of 
whom hath willingly conſtrained me to live thus 
ſolicarily. Name him I will not, becauſe the'morive 
thereof will refreſhthe birth of my accuſtomed dif- 
conſolation ; yet in reſpect you ſhall not condemn 

me 
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THE FLOWER 

me of perverſe ingrateful coyneſſe, I will (if you 
pleaſe to attend my arrival) hye me to my Cloſet, 
and there conſtrain my trembling Pen to indite 
the ſecrets of his Miſtris ſorrows, and in effect to 
diſcover the ſole Hiſtory of my as yet tragical 
misfortunes. 


Our two young Princes joyful of this benigne 
courteſie, accepted of her profferʒ and ſo having fas | 
miliarly ſaluted each or her, the Lady inflantly with 
a tormented Complexion departed. 

Bur by that time a future hour was ſpent, and 
{witly conſtrained to follow bis forepaſt prede- 
ceſſors; Lo, immediately the Lady defcended the 
ſtairs, and ſo preſentingher ſeli to their views, de- 
livercd them this ſhort ſpeectfollowing. 


M2 renowned Princes! To ſatisſie your ear- 


| neſt demands, here take this ſcroll, wherein 
-chough rudely, yet fincerely I have demonſtrated 
the cauſe of my retiring hicher, and penn'd down 
the ſarrows which in heart I do (more than ſor̃- 
rowſully) endure. My preſent wealth is ſuch, ag l 
cannot afford you many gifts; yet as a Teſtimo- 
nial of my zealous affection towards you, here 
rake theſe Victuals and ſmall ſummes of money, to 
repleat your neceſſities, when any future occafion 
hall preſent. What you find fault with in this 
Caſtle, I pray forget with favour, or in me l befeech 


Jen remit with partialicy : in recompence where- 


Iwill ſacrifice my devour 2 ne — 2 
cc F mig ty 
to 
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* 
to fend you a moſt fortunate and ſafe Return. In 
hope whereof, betaking you to your journey, and 
my ſelf to my accuſtomed Cell of diſconſolations, 
'Imoſtdolefully in all Honour take my forrowful 


Conge. 


Thalmeno and Parma receiving the Scroll, wich 
weeping tears kiſt her mourntul checks; And fo 
rendring her many millions of thanks for their 
unmerited courteous entertainment, moſt ſorrow- 
fully departed, directiug their courſe to a very high 
Mountain: Whoſe top having attained, and bura- 
ing with deſire to peruſe the Scroll, they at laſt 
caftiag themſelves on a green Bank, «mbcliſhed 
with the eſſenee of many diapred Flowers, under 
the covert of a flatcly Pine -· tree, whoſe branches 
were likewiſe apparelled wich a ſummers vefture; 
taking the Paper in their hand, found this or the 
like therein contained. 


Dmired Princes! (as well for your vertuous 

qualities, as heroical conditions) being that 
in courteſie you have 7 my abrupt Muſe to 
relate you the cauſe of this my deſolate retirement, 
Know (valorous Martialifts) that I am Florine, the 
onely daughter of Agenor King of Namigia who at · 
taining to the perfe& age wherein Nature ſeems to 
trĩumph in the dele table pleaſure of Nuptiel cere · 
monies, | was ſought for in marriage by divers 
Princes both of Africaand Europe ; whereof as the 
King my Father affected ſome for their private 
wealth, ſo others | hated for their publick _ 
m 
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THE FLOWER 
mities; in ſuch ſort, that to be plain I could not 
eſleem of any with whom I was contented to finifh 
the limits of this my terreſtriall pilgrimage: ver- 
tue whereof, I ſome two years remained without 
either fixing mine eyes upon the influence of Love, 
or ever devoting my breaſt to the ſhrine of affe- 
ion. But at laſt Czpid ſtorming at my Liberty, and 
Venus her (elf at my fingle eſtate, (acknowledgin 
that there was no lite but Love, nor no paradiſe 
but che pleaſures of Marriage) they ſo bent their 
inveRive ambition againſt my innocency; that at 
laſt by the means of Fertune, which had likewiſe in- 
truded her ſelf in the union of their ſympathy , 
they unexpectedly to my Fathers Court ſent a ſweet 
young Prince named Medor, being ſon and heire 
to Orlando King of Biafara; which Prince being pe- 
net rated with the report of my Perſonage, came oſ 

ſe to Numidia to proteſt him my Servant 

pon the ſoyl of whoſe beautifull Complex ion 1 
no ſooner ſettled the influence of my Regards, but 
I immediately ſelt the flames of fancy. ſparckle 
within the concavity of my tormented breaft. On 
the other fide, Prince Medor ſo often frequented 
my company, that at laſt (if his Proteſtations were 
uafained) he _ his bliſſe in my 972 
reaped his chĩefeſt pleaſure in enjoying my (defired) | 
preſence : So tliat tract of time did (by reaſon of 
many amourous Glances) fo firmly unice our af- 

feMions with the twiſt of combined Rarificarion, 
that in few daycs I became miſtcis of his thoughes, 
and he maſter of my imaginations But now de- 
ſpight ſall Deſtiny reſolving to ee our 
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Tweet Near into bitter Aconitum ; began to diſplay 


2 of his ipfidelicy : For the news of this our late 


amiliarity being bruited throughout the Court, 
did in ſine arrive to the King my Fathers under- 
fandingz who ſtorming at this unexpected event, 
C becauſe he bore a ſecret malice to Orlando Prince 


. Medors Father) reſolved not only to nip the bloſ- 


ſoms of this our tender Affections in the April of 
heir minority, but alſo to blaſt the Buds of our 
Love in the ſpring-timeof their juvenility : In re- 
ſpect whereof; ſending for Prince Medor before his 
Royal perſonage, heafter having imbathed his ca- 
pacity in the Aeberon ot indignation, ſo checkt him 
up with thundring threats, and frowned at him 
wich inveRive ſpeeches, that in fine, albeit Prince 
Medor began with a pichy Oration to plead forhim- 
ſelf, and in his defence to defcant upon his unmeri- 
ted diſcourteſie ; He not onely command:d him 
to ſilence , but alſo charged him to deparr the 
Territories of his Kingdome. Ah infortunate 
ſentence for © ſwert a Prince] And * therefore . 
inſortunate, beeauſe being conſtrained to depart, 
he lett me deſolate in the diſtaſteful ſurges of per 
2 But again, after the King my father 
ad bereaved me of this my Princely Paramour, 
( wichin the influence of whoſe perſonagel re 
ſed my delectable contentation) being not any ching 
appeaſed with this his inhumane accident, but ti 
rely determining co inveſt me with the recogni- 
ſance of his wende cruelly intreated me, & ſo 
unnaturally reſtrained my liberty, that I could not 


one minute reap repoſc of my lmagiuatlons, but 
C con- 
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continually lived in moſt cormented 'calamityy 11 
reſpect whereof ſacrificirig my Ot iſons upon the 
Altar of P: ince Mzdors abſence, and devolving ni 
contemplationt to the beautiful? Ia of His excel 
lencies, accounting Courtly joyes vain glorioly 
trifles, and aP1inccly life a ſplendent miſery; in: 

Cymmerian night, which ſeemed to allow of my 
reſolutions, departed the Court, and betook my 
ſelf to the ellabliſhing of ſo ſorrowful life. So at la 
Fortune reſolving to aſſiſt me in my miſery, very 
happily made me retire hither; which ſolitary Ca · 
file doth ſo correſpond with my mournful;conceits, 
that for the ardent love which I bear Prince Meder, 
I firm'y reſolve either here to attend his (expected) 
arrival, or elſe to finiſh my dayes in maniſeſtation 
of my Fidelity. Therefore ( ſweet Princes) attri- 
bute my diſobedience to my Parents a favourable 

cenſure; and reſolve that what my Pen preſcri- 

beth, my capacity ſhall perform; that is, immor- 
tally to remais faichful to Medor, or everlaſtingly 
unfriendly to my felt. 

Which ſcroll they had no ſooner peruſed, but pi- 
2 the eftate of the miſerable Damſel, they in- 
ſlantly vowed to range the confines of Africa in re- 

ſearching Prince Medor, that by their friendly dili- 
genee Florina might injoy her breafts chicfeſt ſolace 
and her ſouls delectable contentation : By vertue 
of which infuſed reſolution elevating themſelves 
from the fragrant graffe, they at laft wich delici- 

. ous familiar _ and deleftable friendly ap- 
Plauſe proſecuted their Journey, in ſuch pleaſaiic 
fort, chat Phabw gracing the Cincture of the day 

with 
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MAW 
= the Snepheards and Satyres had ſent them as 


ter pace than 170 id Atalanta when ſhe ran with 
Hippomanes: Qur Princes fecing mis Amourous 
Troop fled, were exceeding ſorrowſul that their 
arrival hindered their paſtimes; ſo that hailing 
dem with a ſhrill Holaw, and perceivingnone re- 
turned, x Auger pred fate them down upon the 
Diapred brim of the fountain z where accumula- 
ting many Noſegayes of Daffadilies and prime 
Howers, dipping them in the Orient water, 
— 1 faces to refreſh — 
ill reflecting their light upon 
neighbo — at laſt 
oſe loſty Turret a 
So 
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ſnow white Eqhgne deliciouſly flouriſhed in the 
Aire; whertat, adnitring,. becauſe they could no 
conjecturr kat this delighiful vbſct betoktnee 
(is al ſo to thee Ichey might fatisfic their ard 
-cantegpplativgs ) they both very joyſul ly dire 
their courſe thither; which no ſooner they u 
-proached , but they perceived it tobe 20 B 
tine Bower: Beſpread Chere and chere) withCol 
bine aud Damask: Roſes, ſo that burning with defip 
from point to point to ſurvey it) they at la A 
dacic uſly entertd where a ſnow- white Beaple being 
(with; Argus, 950 awake, ſaluted them wich hi 
thrill (dilcordand) barking, whert with as a vig 


lant fervant arowfing ( a Nymph) his Miftreſ 
from ſleep, ſhe altogether at this unexpeRed Alan 
began to tear through the Bower. 41 

But Venus and Diana having merarnorphoſe 


their (ſorepaſt) malice to 2 future Sympathy, fe 
ord:ined,that ber Amber locks ſhonld be intangled 
in the Fgtantine Bryars; whereat our Princes ſetting 
hold of her looſe Garments, did,defpight her force 
compell her to ftay : but the Nym h thinkin thet 
to be Apollo and ove, who had defeended fre 
Heaven to raviſh her Maidenhood on earth, bitter 
ly eryed out, and grievouſly tore the Treſſes of her 
hair in a rages the which our Princes pefceiying 
wich fair cxhortive ſpeeches began to appeaſe he 
zgerayniion, requeſting her onely to conduct the 
to ſomg adjoyning Cottage, whete for that night 
they might aſſuredly r:| in ſome ful tram 
quilityg whercat this jolly Nymph wating her 
Af from the earth , and gratifying chem ui * 
N man 
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milions of thanks, bedeckiag her Lily Cot . 
te with a cherry complexipn, Cas illfull 
Filor ) very joyfully condutted them through the 
Woods and Fo: refla „here many Troopes 
4 foot) afyrs ran on before as triumpbant 
Heeau)ds to proclajme them pafſagesſo long till ra- 
Tycan flying He Zenith of our Horizon to a- 
the obſcure Fibtoodes -- ſhe at 1-t brought us 
ta piaprepys Palace, whoſe Pyramids and Tov 
E. Ta erbioully preſumed to eſevate their tops in 
che ( acre. 9 11155 the glorious ſight whereaf 
C repleating their ſenſes with aſtoniſhment ) made 
them Sa ere ic to be that admired Palace of re- 
nowned Felicia ( ſo much dignified by the Pens of 
civil and prophane poet: )for the Wals thereof were 
of cleer gliſtering Alabaſter , the gates of pure Chry- 
ſtal, the pavementvf black Jer intermix'd with-azu- 
red Marble , the Batilements of refined Gold, the 
Arches of ſtately Porphyre, the windowes of tranſ- 
© lacent Diamonds beſet with Cirbuncles and Sa- 
phires, and the roofof Vermilion Coral, wrought 
Checkerwiſe with orient gards of Silver: what ſnall 
I ay ? The interiour lineaments owed noching in 
correſpondence to the outward Edißce ; ſor the 
Portals and Galleri cs were of no- white Ivory, 
the B:4ffeds of clarent Amber, the Coveilids [and 
Curcains of green Damask Imboſſed with Emerald: 
and Chryfolites, atd the Tap«ſtry-ofCrimſon-Vs]- 
vet imbrodered wich Amethyſts and Pearle.: Jaahe 
ſpaclous Courts and dcliciens Bowers ( whitchi Fle- 
ich had adorned with'the Treaſure of her -painzed 
J Drapery ) were lik :wiſe many curlou (conceited,) 
C3 -: bon; 


— — Pe 


4 
, N 
0 
9 
11 
|| o 
' : 
% ; 
2 
4 
7 4 
* 
4 
| : 
IF 
e = 


22 THE Ne 
fountains, ſome, thicher conveyell by the Inſlint 
of Nature, e they etected by th 

of Art There might ＋ 1552 ſeen Diana evan 
aloft upon a ſymprucus l. ar, "wich a Bow 
one hand, anda Banner ( ercin was charactele 
Chaſtity ) in the other, "24 6fe Alabaſter Paß 
the water ſweetly diftilling, was by her Ny 751 1 
Chryftall Vaſes received, 22d {c actificklty e 1 
ed to the Fountains centrezand alſo another, whe 
Pals, Minerva and Juno, do from. their Peet 
rain Veines of water upon the Beautiful 

and Phylomele; the which entrin their 

coral lips, doth: diſtill to ww concavit of tha 
Chryftaline Paps; from urn Je with a flern coun. 
tenunce, they furiouſly ſpraut ĩt in the eys of inhu· 
mane Jupiter-and | Teras; alſo upon the bor. 
dert of theſe fountzins are growing many fruitful 

tres, whereon artificially range divers harmo· 
nious Birds, whoſe heavenly muſick according 
wich the waters murmure, doch yield forth many 
raviſhing Tunes of Angelical melody: fo that there 
wanted nobraver to make this ſumptuous Palace 
4 terre rial Paradice; It was impaled with lofty 


Wood, fenced Draw-bridges, and impretznable 
— as alſo circumſerenced with a 41 


ver, within whoſe Tempee- Gleam many Ca- 
doe bangen pleaſantly imbached. chemiclies. 


1 two Princes with their Nym h, being | 
far to this-dignified Palace, were tthwitk 1 
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.. ., Wangling down her withered ſace;her beauty ſcem'd 
Toftih Mo be ebe age; yet in the lineaments of her com- 
plex fon lay furrowed the anatomy of an indifferent 

/ounrenanice : the archer . of her ſorrowful eyes 
were overvail.d with a crimſon taint; from out 
vo whoſe eonduits it appeared, many briniſh tears 
Wy had had their iſſue. Which deſolate Lady, after 
UE having had ſome conference with theſe our un- 
dure known Princes, and perceiving how the zeal of 

woes cheir youthful ceſolutions were devoted to travel, 
"yt ſhe with a faint voice delivered them theſe ſpeeches : 
= FF Ourtcous Friends, (for ſuch I wiſh you to be) 
fear not to enter this Palace, bur advance with 
22 ! for your eyes ſhall be * D ſuck: 
delectable objects, as ſhall both plcafe your 
thoughts,and ſolace your contemplations. 
Whereat ſhe abrupt ly brake off, and ſo as faſt as 
the Poſtilions of Zolw, fled to the Forrefts. Our 
mo · ¶ Princes ſeeing the ſudden departure of this ancient 
ding Lady, exceedingly admired what this unlookt for 
any novelty meant: But at laſt arming their reſuluti- 
here ons with courage, as alſo ſecing the ſable night be- 
lace in to oreval! the Element with obſcurity, taking 
oſty ave of their Nymph, they boldly entred; where 
ble no ſooner they had paſt the outer gate, but they 
ty were forthwith met by two glorious Virgins, who 
AS faluting them wich a {miling countenance, ar m in 
es. arm moſt lovingly conducted them to a ſuberbious 
ug Theatre, from whence they might deliciouſly be- 
th hold many amorous Ladies and gallant Cavaliers 
be = themſel ves in a dance: from whence 
= aferhavlog rep a 
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24 THE FLOWER 
by the Ladies were condufted to a ſumpruous 
chamber, where divers flouriſhing Ahe eee 
unchaſlely Courting of cheir beauteous Paragon, 
yea and with ſuch unſegmly dallyance, that Veſta 
nay Venus her ſelf could ſcarce refrain from bluſh- 
ing at tHeic immoderate familiarity z in ſuch ſort, 
that being glutted with the yariery of divers un- 
chaſte proſpects. (which to repeat would but vain- 
ly repleniſh the Readers capacity with prejudicial 
contemplations) they were at laſt by many radiant 
Tapers alighted to their chambers; here co paſſe 
away the tcdiouſnefle of the night, two la ſcivious 
Ladies were proffered to bear them company: 
Bur our young Princes (albeit ardently tempt d 
with carnal inchantments) having their immove- 
able reſolui ions charactered upon the foundation 
of Honour (not accepting of this unexpected cour- 
teſie) very vertuoully crav'd their abſence; when, 
thinking to repoſe themſel ves, lo they were in- 
ſlantly again ſollicie«d by two tender Virgins, who | 
bringing two Ivory Lutes in their hands, with their 
melodious (Orpbee ) Mufick, thought to lull their 
premeditations aſſeep: Their breaſts were nakedly 
unmask'd to the ſpectatort ey-, where one might 
apparently behold their Alabaſter Paps ſwell and 
ſink at an inflant, as being inſpired with the Luxu- 
rious wind of unſatiable defire,. Immodeſt (miles 
they had ar command; and with the Hiena, their 
eyes darted forth prejudicjal Aſſummons : Thele* 
outward veſtments were both gay and looſe, in 4 
things fiuly correſponding with thelr ev in 
from 


alicies : and their gliſtering Hair being e 
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Fetten of Luſt to inchant the Approachers. But 


| ances nor their alluring laſcivious 
gefturcsg, con id either ( with Circes) charm the ca · 
eyob ont Pringes, or elſe with Medea inchant 
their conceits to rauge beyond the Lifts of ( 
fied ) Modeſty : but like two religious P 
they valorouſly fought againſt f vicious) Co 
iſcence, - and ardently devoted their zeale to 
ſhrine of Vertue : Sq ther not paſſing for their 
ſmiles, ndr eſteeming of their temptat ions, the 
audaciouſly thruſt them out their Chamber, and ſo 
ſecurely. bohiing the door, berook: themſelves to 


ſlaep. But, Morphens had not long detained their 


ſpicics in delicious ſlumber, but ha ing contracted 


bis Inſſuence u ich he infin& of Ce ſeſtial deity, 
they were in the depth oſ Nofturnug arowitd by a 
grievous Glamour, which cailed in the Palace with 
ſuch a thandering noiſe, at iſ the bauclements, nay” 


foundatioy, thereof were ſubject to a ſudden revo- 
lation; Grievous groans were plenty, Cries wert 
common, and all diverted to ſuch a tempeſtuoug 


confuſe C bass, at if the Atlas ofthe world had in 


the vivacitie ofhis fury aſſummoned the Confines 
of Earth to the dreadtul day of Judgment : where- 
at our two young Princes, 23 having their obtuſe 
ſenſes repleated with feare, and their heroical coue 
rage daunted with 1imcrofity , inſtantly flumbled 
from their beds , as if:they had been tranſcended to 


the infernal concavity of obſcure Acheron; think- 


- 3 
ory the Treſles of Chaſtity, moſt viciou ried. * 
; —— wh Chryftal en Burn oy og ' 


naliher zhejc Syrene, deceirful Melody, their (wees 


digni- 
Igcime 


£3 


= TH Z.1 on R 
FO a cof 5 was already run, and 
= mane of had now rakeri ib 225 
8 6 rm Aer oye, he period of the? 
ſtropbies, But whiles rd rot 
8 2 12 path · way of deſtructton, lo tiere. 
le ie them a delectable Duri 
e in Crimſon; ich to tvapotate 
their timerous ry TAR with an Angel yoyce Prov? 
nounced chem the ſpeecher Ltd np 


y Vice, Sinne, fly Toth vani! „ 4 
And with à martiall conrage feare difplere 4" 
Detrac no time but with cel, 
Cane view the Beauty of Dame Pertuer ſe. 


Our erlben ſeeing this retty pigmy ns wich 


billed delideration pondering u 
| could not ar 1 


fink rheic contemplations within the Cabinet 
. bur at laſt more ſeriouſly -ruthitia- 
| to elect forthelr ſecurity ade both 
re C 22 ow the tender guide thereby ro free 
on from the peril of this enfuing ſtratagemʒ 
« which reſolucion, arming their conrage wich 
imity, they as having Pegafien wings flew 
—— the Court, direfting their paceroa 1 
| 9 from whence they eſpled this glorious 
alace, to be ſuddenly. ſwoln up in the eat thi con- 
25 and in ſuch admired fort, that no appear- 


ndatian remained, but was utterly raz'd 
ut as if the eſſence thereof had never chere t 6 
ia. Conce) ſubdantlal Stustion. Which * 


| an and let che mirrour of TIES 
1 
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— t y thereupon. tbat 

cheir eye tun impginattpns had been deluded pag 
invaſions:the Dwwarfgereciving theic doubtful 
plexities, ran exactly from them; when to = 
chieir put, che bd forlorn 'Lady which they 
firſt met agaln preſehted her ſelſ to their viewes,, 
and ſo>aftter't havitg lowly ſaluted them, very. 
monratully uttered theſe {| peeches, | 


M., -ſonnes ( (quoth!: ſhe) my name is Fertue, 
who of my own authority have invented this 
Tragedy for your advantage. The glorious Manfi- 
on which ye have ſeen — was the Palace af- 
Foly, wherein only remained the Imps of luxurious 
tic; 3 who 8 up luſtful Otberea, were: 
always perſecutors of chaſte Diana: my ſociety 
they ever diſdained, and contumeliou age | 
my Temple with the contagious Incen of Lubri- 
city; amongft which curſed Diabolical 6 
Perjury was rife; Swearing no ſin, Pri a Peatl, Luft - 
a Lord, Ambition a Saint, and Treachery a. Goddefle. 
But now (my ſonnes) their immodexate Pride is 
pal, their unchaſle Defires extenuated, their 
Ochs dtowned, their —— ror" eva 
pora ed; tReir graceleſſe Treackery 
and all their ſu 2 — with 
utterly 1 and furiouſly ſent to remala, 
che infernal dungeon of — gortigion.: 
— beware by their * — 


L 


Inflance to {mpale you wickin the dr 
cumferncs 
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euwference of piety. And to the end chit; ; being 
abſent, you may ſtill ponder and premeditare; n 
Exhercations, here — this: Paper and — 
ſuch Divine counſel as | have thercis pealaribod for 
your ſalvations. | 

Which baving aid, ſhe in diecwinklingif an eye 
elevated her ſelf in the air, and ſo a brumy cloud 
orenailing her in the cincture of his imbracements 
the immediately vaniſhed. 

Our Princes aftoniſhed hereat, took up the Pa» 
E opening it, ſound theſe Qbſervationd theres 

contained. 

1. Buildthe four dation of thy faith upon purity an 
piety, that thy zeal be not eclipſed with the contegion of 
idolatry, but rather perfumed with the ſweet incenſe of 
—_— y. 
Let devoxt Prayers be a Mediatrix: between thy Sa- 
view ently ſelf; for it is the moſt aſſured ſtep to obtain 


erty. 

'* Gonceal thy ſecrets in the cloſet of thy breaſt : leſt 
diſplaying them to others thou produce the prejudice 
of thine hn tranquility. 

Flie Ambition «3 the poyſon of the ſenſe; and deteſ 

the Canker of thy contemplations. 

boar hem Beauty, le ſt it _ repent ance : 
Courtifan as the ſcourge of ini 


quity. 
=_ 9 A ions be faithful, leſt being — with 
then impair thy reputation. . 
7. Hhinout thy Prince a5 the envinted of Cbri2.; and 


Geof rent live and dye for thy Countrey. | 
of g Deteft vin glorious —5 a the MAconitum of 


ſane od e Saperſtition, 4s the cloak of Wii 


\ 


* 
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1 Which having read, and knowing the ſacred in- 


fluence thereof tended to the eſtabliſhing of their ce- 
leffial erenquility; chey fo imprintcd it in the con- 
cavity of their contem̃plat ions, as it futurely 
ſhould ſerve ſor 2 circumſerence to retain 
them wichin the confines of Piety; and likewiſe 
for an impregna ble Cittadel to defend them from 
the fury 'of ungodlineſſe: ſo as triumphintz that 
fortune (in the wirrour of experience) had pre- 
fented them wi h ſo ſacred an Inftance, they re- 
pleating their thoughts with applauſes, and their 
conceics with delectation, very joyfully departed. 
But wanne Aurora (being daughter of Thetis) had 
no ſooner ik ipt from the bowers of Neptune, and 
ſo ſaluted the excellency of tranſplendent Pbæbu, 


"but our Priaces afreſh prepared them ſelves to their 


rney: when timely in the purpled Morne, as 
radiant Titan began to give the Bezo lefmanes to 
the verdant Mountains; the Satyres, Faw na, and 
Nympbes skipt through the Forrefts; and doleful 
ren 
the ſu People) warbled forth her Tragedy: 
they were by a cop oamy wind, which cauſed = 
verdant Leaves to caper, made acquainted with 
the delectable ſound of a raviſhing Cornet; the 
delicious ( bd re eccho whereof, redoubling 
through the thickneſſe of a curled Grove there next , 


| gave ſuch a quaveri ee to the a» 
| at by To that A Mn perforce 
. conſtrained to 
ling Orpheus To the end he might for a whiles 


| recrente thelr diſtempered (cnſes, wich the rare ex- 


2 out the ſaid (unknown) excel- 


quilire- 


Ga —— 4 — Ws 


e — —— 
hy == IA 
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grant Bower of de 


| belt of his tormented Yi Which 1 
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quiſiteneſſe of his He-worthy: Art. Andi ſo di- 
ins cee var ts üy chew aꝛtenti ve Kan ck 
they took r6 be their ꝑtid : chey at laſt; Nane 
the beautiful proſpect of a flit ¶ Fenean) Val ey; in 
midſt whereof ran 'moftiteafurably a ¶ Jene) fil- 
ver ftream, whoſe bapks imequal diſtance were 
beſet wich fruitſal Lemmon trecs; on the branches 
whereof, they might afnre off eſpy the. yellow 
Citrons naturally growitig:which delightful plea- 
fant proſpect ſo well coneented their youthful jma- 
inations, that immediately they bend their courſe 
irectly to the atorelaid Arboury; whereewring , 
they eſpied this famous. Muſitian 5 being uri 
tul young boy, apparelled in white, who being 
crowned with the Lawrel garland ſet upon a Flora- 
Bank, cloſt by the Rivers tide, unto whoſe me lo- 
dy moſt nee — they at laſt in 2 fra · 
icions Eglantine an aged 

old Father, which as it ſeemied by the fur rows of 
his complexion, had in his render years paſt the in- 
durance of many diftafteful calamities ; hit habit 


was of a Sable Black, -which coming. ſcarcely to 


his knees, was bout his weak waſte begirt with a 


Willow ftripple; his Viſage was of a taint z 


and his Sn] Beard, being milky-white, k 


ed almoſt to his ſorrowſul middle; im his band the 


held a Brazel ſtaſſe, which us it ſeemed manifeſted 


to be thi feeble ſupporter of bis witbergd age; And 
before him, oma Table lof Swin-like, Alabafter lay 


a guilded Book of abſolute beautiſulneſſe, 
ereon in Reading he ſolitarily bufied.the con- 


op | 
pearl 


+; «4717 0 


r 


conſolate retirement 


Ight-aged Father, (for ſo the Kalendar of your 
Res exion induceth me ro term you, ) If 
our audacious arcivals have difturbed your Rudy, 
or our preſence your patience ; we belcech you to 
— ficſt, .rhough a rafh attempt; and 20 
excuſe the ſecond, as being an unwillingenterprilc. 
Travellers ears are (you know ) amators of novel - 
tics, and their. capacitics as defirous of news, as 
the Antipodes of the light of the Sun: Therefore, 
Rev Father, we beſeech you to relate us the 
cauſe of this your diſconſolate retirement, ind 
the Motive which induced you to imbrace this au- 
Kere Life, as the Image whereunto your contem- 
plations dedicate the generality of ic terreſtrial 
devotions;: as alſo to afford us ſo much favour,, as 
e forreigners, and unacquainted with the paſ- 
lags of this Countrey) we may under the ſupport 

ome Debonaire Seignuenr, erect (for a while) our 


er and ſo avoiding the ſcandalous imputa- 
tionof .Vagabonds betake our reſolutions to the 
obtaining of (deficed) peacefull Tranquility. 


. The ancient Father perceiving by his — 
ve 


that he had been trained up in the School of vertue; 
wallo conjecturing by the Phyſnomy of their 


counte- 
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countenances, that they were iſſued ſrom ſome no« 
ble extraftion, very kindly ( with a gravity which 
© ſremed to embelliſh his ſpy-ches) returned him this 
Friendly reply: | Watt 


2 (for ſuch l eſteem you to be) Your 
artival hath nelther diſturbed my ſtudy, nor 
your preſence prejudiced my patience : For as my 
nature is not attractive to ſeverity on the one tide, 
ſoon the conttary, I make uſe of the other at lei. 
ſure. Therefore to my ſorrowſul Cel you are both 
exactly welcome : And in reſpect a friendly demand 
deſerveth a familiar reply , Know (Gentlemen) 
that the Bower which I have here cauſed to be erc- 
Qed within che Incirculets ofthis fruitful grove, 
I make my reticing place, when paſſionate conceits 
begin to toſticate my diſtempered ſenſes, This Boy 
being an han , for charitics ſake i have cauſed 
to be inſtrutted in the art of ſhril mnſique , to the 
end that when my eyes begin to dazle with overs 
much reading, he may with his loud melody aroufe 
my ſpirits Fon) the thought of ſlumber, & fo put 
mein mind of my accuſtomed duty, which in heart 
I immortally owe to the ſ ſorrowfal ) ſhrine of my 
dead Saint, which whilſt ſhe lived I affected more 
dearly then my ſelf; and being (now) dead, wil 
honour witch ſuch ardent fidelity, that future 
ſhall have a meritorious inftance to acknowl 
Thar till death, & after, to my ſalr Excelſme] re 
mained complratly conftant : Ah ſwert Exceffine! 
which ſacred Name when I repeat, enforceth m 
cordial blood to diftill my forrowful heart, 2 
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alſo my briniſh tearet to deſcend the ſoile of my 
penitent cheeks; ſhe (oh ſhe! ) was the unique 
hter ofa valorous Knight, whom I long court- 

ed with unfeigned love, Ind at laſt (after having re- 
ceited many bitter repulſes ) obtained the enjoy- 
ance of her gracious affe&ion z whereof her ſhrew- 
iſh fiep-mother being (by misfortune) throughly 
advertiſed, (as one that rather ſought her ruige 
then advancement) ſhe ſo ſeverely lookt to her, fe 
10 inhumanely intreated her, t her Father 
being abſent in a farre journey, {he moſt tyraq- 
noully bolted her up in aVeſial dungeo ere {ee- 


ing ſhe could by no means obtainethe object of my 
perſonage, ſhe in the bitter anguiſh of ( Phlegiton ) 
dolor, (bidding the World, but chicfly Me, farewel ) 
moſt dolefully yeelded nature her due; Jn remem- 
brance of whom, to the other any of this Grove, in 
a — — Valley, Lhave ( as 
ſo 


uty and Love en- 
me) erected a Tombe, whereunto till the 
period of my ending dayes, I have in heart daily 
vowed to offer her, not onely pr mee he 
that I may ſoon follow her, but alſo my throbbing 
— repentant witneſſes of my tormented cala- 
mity Thereſore r you pleaſe to afford 
the time to walk thither, I will make your eyes 
ſpectators of that , which with great grief & aggra 
vationl have diſcovered to you; Andafter give 
— ſuch Obſervations in your travels, that doubt - 
eſſe, if the celeſtial influence croſſe 7 For- 
runes, you ſhall finde them very profitable for your 
advantage, and ao way prejudicial to your - 


D The 
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The two Princes returning him thanks for his 
profered Courtt ſies, very willingly to his demand, 
ſoon condifcended ; and (@ walking through ranks 
' of lofty Cedars, which with their verdant bran- 
ches beaut ified the adjoyning (filver) ſtream, They 
in fincarrived to a ſacred Chappel , which with A- 
' Jabafter Wals circumferenced that glorious Tomb; 
where enter ing, they eſpied it fo repleeted with mu- 
niſceut curious workmanſhip, that the view there- 
ol drave them ſpeedily more neer to approch, and 
fo beheld the body thereof to be of Dore - White l- 
vorie, whoſe cover being of radiant Jeat, there 
wat thereon the Picture of the aforeſaid faire Ex- 
cellina in Crymſon freſh colours, moſt ingenuouſly 
pot icted, and under her feet, in characters of 
- rich Gold ( Inammeled with aur) this Epitaph 
moſt ſumptuouſiy engraven. 


ExcULIiNA's Epitaph. 


5] - Within this Foorie Towbe doth lie 
de Phinix of pure modeſtie , 
Sweet Excelline, whoſe Beautie rare 
'* With Hellen: tqint ſurpaſſing ſure, 
N, Hellens taint ſurpaſſing ſure, 
V Which didthe Grecians Love procure; 


Beim in Fove's Imperioll ſight,” 1 ner 
_  ANymph excelling' Juno bright. n on 
Curt off by fatall Siſters three; l 

In confluence of Loves Plauditee.. 22442 
- Therefore if any paſſe this a/, bs 


With penitentiall tears doe pray, 934008 
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That ſhe may in th Elizian Plain 
Untill Eternity remain; 

Still crown'd with hggrtydelicious joy, 
And freed from rage of dire annoy. 


Which Epitaph, when they had avain and Again 
over - read; as alſo reveiwing the Tombe, and re- 
garding her Picture, they very ſorrowfully de- 
parted to find out the ancient Delmon (for ſo they 
Knew him now to be named) who purpoſely at- 
tending their coming, took them by the Hand, 
and the tears ſtanding in his Eyes, he (albeic his 
Tongue did falcer) at laſt breathed out theſe ſpeech- 
cs, * 


H Gentlemen! my grief is ſuch, that I loagh 

my life; and were it not for too much offen- 

ding my Soul, I could willingly be theadminiſterer 
of mine own (untimely) marthrdome; But alas, I 
know (I too truly know) that that would be a ſa- 
crifice too abpminable before the fight of my maker: 
which I proteſt is onely the Rein that withdraw- 
ech me from execut ing of myReſolutions:For why, 
though l live, I live diſcontented;& by my death, my 
dolorous calarnity would enjoy a period, Should! 
moſt miſerable I) be the cauſe of fo ſweet a Ladies 
ſtruction? Or by my means ſhould ſogallant-a 
Virgin be deprived of her future (delectable) plea» 
ſures? No, no, Delmon; Live not but dye in me- 
mory of her Martyrdome; for ſo ſhall thy aggra- 
yativns end, and thy everlaſting joyes commence. 


D 2 Out 
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Our two 
in the Avery of (amorous) ſorrow thought beft 
to recall him from his paſſionate dumps; and in- 
terrupting him, Tbalmenꝭ being as ſolloweth. 


VVV Delmbn we think the eſſects of amo - 
Vrtous 9 — ſhould be now 
(through: Age) evacuated from your memory; and 
the remembrancecheregf dryed up in the Cinders 


of Oblivion : for ir is not for you, which are rea- 


dy to ſalute the Grave, to ſacrifice ſighes to Cupii 
but rather for Youth, ſuch as we are, ro fight under 
the Ranger of Beauty. Remember therefore with 
your ſelſ, that Venus was by Appelle: Boy pourtraited 
'withfrefh colours, and not ſet forth with a wither- 
a e and though Vulean offered to the ſhrine 


ed Vilage x | 
f he at laſt cryed peccavi, and was for his 
ſimplicity lauꝑhit at by gem Therefore Delmon, 


r how with thy ſelf, that Txcefing is dead, 
and may not by any (mortal) poſſibility again be 
revived : In reſpe& wherof, dry up your tears, 


und forget: any more to devote your Oraiſons to 
the image of Cythered : that ſiphting gainſt concu · 
piſcence, your actions may approve you to be un 
' unfpottet-Perſonege for the celeftial Monarehy; 


and While tracing on this earth vale of miſeryto 


obſervea bliſſeſull derorum of aged ſtæyedneſ. 


| 1101 TTY, 
Delmon perceiving he was anſwered ſomewhat 


roundly; inftintly afreſh wept; beta uſe. heir ex · 
nortive ſpeeches touches him ti the — but: at 


la comforting his ſorrowtul Muſe with potlancy 
a « e 


ounꝑ Princes, ſeeing him run fo farre 


- > way rr  oVcÞoa4_ 


SY BaJv ww © &@ | ia "77 w j3a3an Was % *, 


ay =o «+a oF 


OF FIDELITY. 37 
he evapouring his tears requeſted them to enten his 
Cel, & to accept of ſuch homely Cates as his-povers' 
ty could afford:whereuns they willingly: agreed; 
and ſo deluding the time with tamiliar conference, 
they a long time ſolaced their capacities in amou- 
rous prattle; till at laſt repaſt being ended, and the 
Princes ready to depart; Demon with as much au- 
dacity as his rormented paſſions could permit, at 
their Dernier adieu, pronounced them theſe [peeches, 


Zeing, heroical Gentlemen, that your reſolutl- 

Int are devoted to Travcll; Know that ſome 
leagues hence, in the Kingdome of Zanfara, there 
reigneth a magnificent Prince, ſirnamed Brilion, 
whoſe Vertue doth no lefſe applauſe his Subjeds , 
than his valour doth dant his Enemies; reward- 
ing each with the guerdon of his merits, and re- 
taining no honour from thoſe ich dem 0 
their actions to be abſolute mas nanimous + $0 that, 
for diſcretion, he may well be ſteemed à Sh 
for Majeſty, a Ceſar; for Proweſſe, a Scipio! "I 
for benigniry, an Alexander. His Court likewiſe 
may be tearmed the Rendevous of the flower of 
Chivalry, for there arc alwayes reſident innume- 
rable of Cavaliers; which as they account Difcre- 
tion 4 chief point of valour, fo they flick 
not (though deſperately) to adventure t 
lives for the eftabliſhing of their fame. Their gena- 
tors likewiſe are both grave, politique, arid'provi- 
dent; which from the ſincerity of their contem- 
lations, accompt Ambition a heinous erime, 
ceachety a deadly fnne. 3— Paſtors 
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people are both zealous and vertuous, admoniſhing 
their Flocks, not with the ſervants of Baal, to place 
their Religion upon dizBolical Idolatry, but to 
ground, their zeal upon that Celeſtial Temple, 
whoſe Foundation is Faith, whoſe pavement Puri- 
ty, whoſedoores, Devotion; whoſe Arches, Amity; 
whoſe pillars, Piety; whoſe Windows, Sinceri- 
ty; Whoſe galleries, Glorification; and whoſe 
rowers Humilicy. Their Ladies and Damſcls are 
likewiſe both gratious and fair, and generally ſo 
chaſte, as if Diana and Nature had adorned them 
wich the pride of their excellency; being of geſture, 
modeſt; of capacite, quick ; of quality, kind;and 
of behaviour courteous. Therefore, Gentlemen, 
if you direct your courſe thither, you ſhall gene- 
rally ſee each live by the fertilenes, of his own Land, 
each reap the fruit of his own Vine, and (de lecta- 
ble) content fic ſmiling in every corner : there 
likewiſe ſhall you ſee the fragrant Fields adorned 
with their verdant Veſtures, the lofty Trees with 
their gay garments, and the delicious Arbours | 
wich their diaper'd treaſure of Flora; as alfa the 
mountains oreveiled with ſnow-whiceFlocks,rheir 
ws with' the riches of Ceres, and their Vak 
lies with Daffadils, and prime flowers: In their 
Parks may you likewiſe ſee regiments of Fallow- 
Deer running uncaken ; in their Forreſts may you 
| Iikewiſe behold, troups of Nymphs trace unravi- 
ſhed ; and to be brief, on every buſh, harmonious. 
 Bizds warbling forth their melody. I 


8 2 Parms, perceiving that vn had 
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finiſhed his ſpeech , being partly in conceit raviſhed 
with the report of fo flouriſhing a Kingdom, giving 
him thanks for their benign entertainment, as alſo 
for his debonair vertuous Yxhortations , very joy- 
fully departed : where Cres e time theſe 
unknown Countries, they at laſt very fortunately 
arrived to the chiefet City of Zanfara , where the 
Court then was; And taking up the Lodge in the 
beſt Inne which the City did afford, they there 
ſome three dayes reſted, to refreſi themſelves of 
their forepaſt ( troubleſome) travels: And after 
— (as was requifite) given almighty Jove moſt 
humble thanks for their ſafe arrival, they betook 
themſelves to this private parley , where Thalmens 
began as follo weth. 


Oſt dear Couſin ! We are now ina Kingdom 
far from our Native country; and therefore 
with celericy it behoveth us to ſettle our proceed- 
ings upon the main of ſome reſolution, to the end 
we may futurely avoid the receipt of enſuing mif- 
fortunes. Therefore, underſtanding that the King 
exceedingly delighteth in heroical Vertues, ic were 
not in my opinion unfit to betake our ſelves under 
the awbrage of his ſervice, where cherifhing our va · 
lorous magnanimity, we may produce the demon- 
ftrations ofdignified Princely atchievements, whoſe 
effeQual apparicions in the eyes of all ſpeRators 
may condignly purchaſe us the ticle of gallant (ad- 
mired)admiration. _— 
Prince Palma hearing Thalmeno utter thishaughey. 
reſolution, very * returned ae 
8 _ Moſt 
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VI your conclufttive determination; therefore, 
delayes fer apart, let us proffer our ſelves to the 
Kings ſervice. This day, l underſtand, he reſolveth to 
hunt in a Forreſt neer · adjoyning the Court; where, 
if you pleaſe, we may preſent him with a ſubmiſſive 
ſupplication, thereby to intrude our ſelves within 
his Princely ſervice; bur ler our names be obſcured 
under the cloud of ſecrecy ; So that Thalmeno may 
be termed Thalmo, and I Palma named Plivio, juſtify» 
ing our ſelves to be both Knights of Arabie. 


This pleaſant invention was well liked of That- 
mens; And ſo ſolacing their cerebrdfity, they forth- 
with indiced this ſupplication, which by a young 
Knight (a fri nd of theirs ) they inſtantly neg 
the Kings Majeſty, the tenor whereof followerhy 


To the moſt puiſſant, famous 


and flouriſhing Prince, Brylion 
King of Zanfara 


Abt renowned King ! whoſe magnanimous fame (by 

the Herald of report, batb been tranſported to the bar 

of many Cavaliers underftanding ) in ſuch ſort , that they 
mt only admire at your Princely valour , but alſo wonder at 
your(vertuois)) animoſity; ſo & their thoughts burning with 
Are to be made poſſeſſors of your ( gracious) preſence, 
and their reſolutions flaming with 1 2 e to be ſpellatar⸗ 
E, bervicel audacity , they bade upon the Altar of 
me, long, ſince devoted their reſolutiom te dired their 
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M2? affectionate Couſin, I allow right well of 
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rourfe fo your Country; amongſt whom, we Thalmo and 
Plivio, two Knights of Arabia,baving our capacities pene- 
trated with the report of your, affability , have undertaken 
this journey, to be made ſpetators of your renowned perſon- 
ge; So that being arrived to your flouriſhing Palace, we 
mol bumbly beſeech you to accept ws into your dignified 
ſervice, aſſuring you , that our valour and fidelity ſhall be 
ſuch, an (ball well teſtifie our reſolutions totake their off- 
ſpring from audacious magnanimity. So imploring your Ma- 
jefty to admit us into your ſervice ,' and to grace us with 
that ftelified Title to be inueſted your Servants, We in al 
bumilitie proftrating our Iwes to your ( gracious) com- 
mand, Keſt, 
Your Soveraign's de- 
voted Vaſſals, 


Thalmo & Plivio. 


This ſnpplication was no ſooner preſented to 
King Brylion, but forthwith he commanded the tv] 
forraign Knights to be admitted to his preſence, 
where ſaluting them in ſuch fort as beficted his 
Royalty, He very benignly accepted of their volun- 
tary ſervice : Which famous acceptance adding ap- 
plauſible hope to our Princes expectations, 
them in conceit conjecture that they were now at 
the foot to mount the ſteps of honour. And. therein 
to conclude, becauſe peradventure the diſcreet Rea · 
der may think the time too tedious in deſcri 
their proceedings, let this as a brief annotation ſui- 
fice: That their valorous actions, vertuous demea- 
nor, gallant comportment, heroical courteſie, and 

Princely 
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Princely grace, did ſo conquer the capacity not 
only.of the King, but the Commons; that ina 
anner all the Iſland of Cicilia eſteemed them wor- 
thy ch prize of Olympian victory, I mean the 
rophees of Laurel dignified honour : Which by 
often demonſtrations of their interior audacity 
did ſo inſtigate the King with the meritorious hu- 
mour of preferring them, that not long after 
their arrivals, he appointed Thalweno te be Attend- 
ant on the Princeſſe Athelia his daughter; and eſta- 
bliſh'd Plivio to be Lieutenant of Ithica- caſtle, where- 
In the fair Princeſſe Merſilva daughter unto Samor 
King of Bobemia was retained priſoner. 

But leaving them, I mean the aforenominated 
Plivio and Merſilva, to the protection of fortune, 
we will fora whiles entreat of Thalmo and the Prin- 
ceſſe Atbelia. , 


SEESSESESEESS$002$00606 $429 $84 


Na pleaſant morn (before the pearled Dew was 
I. 70 by the golden rays of tranſlucent Phebus, 
R when theFlore-flow'rs were diſplaying thep ride 
oftheir beauty, & the melodious Birds on the ver- 
dant buſhes ſtraining forth their melody )it chanced 
that Ibalmo being toſticated with the beauty of A- 
tbelia his Miftris,berook him ſelfto the fields, as well 
to refrefti his tormented contemplations, as to 
make che, flowry Meadowes acquainted with his 
amorous fancies ; when dĩrecting his penſive courſe 
to the verdant Forreſts, he at laſt arrived to a ſpa- 
cious Beech - tree, whoſe Branches expelling the 
l darts 
, * 
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darts of Tytan,made a compleat ſhadow for all ti d 

aſſengers ro repoſe themiclves. Which picaizne 
— correſponding »with Thalwo's p:ſhons, 
(and ſo much the rather becauſc amiable Zept irut, 
embel iſhed it with his Ne#ar-Blooms) being over- 
peſtered with ardent affectlon, he there caſt himſelf 
down on a Bank of Prime flowers, and taking ons 
his pen and paper, endited this enſuing Sonnet, 


So fit thee down accloy'd with lovely care, 

Begirt with flames of Cytherea's fre; 

And to the Wood relate the taint moſt fair 

Of her which did thy youthful breaft inſpire; 
And ſigh and ſay, | 
Ob Beauty gay, 

The cauſer of thy mournfull Lay! 


Firſt ſhew the Trees and fragant verdant Bowers 
The piercing looks of thy Athel iabꝰs eye: 
Next tell the ſtreams, and dainty Florab's flowers, 
The ſweet Idea of ber jollity : 

And ſigh and ſay, 

Ob Beauty gay, 
The cauſer of thy mournfull Lay ! 


Then to the Sylvanes, Satyres, Nimphs divine, 
Depaint the gliſtering bair, white front moſt pure, 
Together with ber beauty Cbry ſtaline, 
Which did thy Paphian torments firſt procure: 
And figh and ſay, 
Ob Beauty gay, 
The Cauſer of thy mouruful LA! 


„„ THE PLOWER 
' Naytathe ſbrine of Venus ſtately Throne 
Strainforth thepraiſe and gracious rarity 

Of ber wboſe beauty made. tby breaſt to moan 
With plains and tears of Love'iperplexity : 
And fcb and ſay, 
d beanty gay, 
Ibe canſer of thy maurnfall Lay 


Having thus pourtraifted out his paſhons, and 
made the Forreſts acquainted with the Praludium 
of his malady ; He forthwith as being ſubmerged 
with the variety of amorous contemplation , re- 
ſolved to return, but fortune willing to ſmooth 
np his Conceits in an extaſie of Contentation, ſo 
ordain'd that his Miſtreſſe the Princeſſe Atbelia, wit h 
her Troop of Ladies ſhould trace that way. Glad 
of this heavenly newes, he immediately bluſhed, 
becauſe the Celeſtial Object thereof raviſhed his ca- 
— with many millions of delicious applauds : 

as elevating his reſolutions upon the wing of 
Honour, and inveſting his courage with the con- 
ſideration of magnamity, he audaciouſly deter- 
mined to preſent her with the Phyſnomie of his 
affefion ; By vertue whereof, at laſt finding her 

eſtred from her attendant Damſels, and reſident 
within amyrtle-bower, in midſt whereof ſhe gas d 
on a filver- Fount there conveyed by Miſtreſſe Na- 
ture; he ſteeling his tongue wich boldnefle, and 


taking amanly courage in the front of his faltring 

Oration, (with a — „which though gallant 

took his off-(pring 
Ort. 


rom fear) boorded her in this 
Righe 
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lghr excelling Princeſſe ! When by che aide of 
fortune l firſt eſpiĩed the fingular light of your 
delectable felf, I immediately felt my tender breaſt 
tobe inſpired with the endurance of a Lovers pai- 
fion, in fuch accidental amorous ſort that mine 
eys ever fince concelving their chiefeſt contentation 
from the vermilion - hue of your Alabafter-beaugy, 
(at ſo divine an object) hath ſo firmly (worn my 
- flouriſhing fidelity to the celeſtial ſervice of your 
ſuperexcellent Deity , that I utterly abandon the 
contemplation of other Beauty, and fincerely be- 
take my inward devotions to the gliſtering ſhrine 
of your dignified perfection. The grace which;l 
ſaw did adorn your comely perſonage, the 
beauty which 1 ſpied did (ſweetly) bedeck your 
lovely cheeks, and the vertue which I beheld did 
garniſh your Soveraign ſelf, hath ſo inflamed my 
ſenſes with the coals of affection, that in the pri 
of my conflancy I am like to be rak'd up in the 
embers of deſpair, unleſſe revived by 14 
news of your N farour. My birth 4s N 
as if you throughly knew, peradventure mignt 
ate you to render the accompliſhment o 
my Breafts expectation; whereon I will / not nos 
deſcant, becauſe on _— ee ſhall not meve 
you to term me by the phraſe of a peeviſii luna - 
or. But (ſweet Atbelia !) if my fighs micht 
diſcloſe, my tears explain, my 2 
— — diſcover with what zealous purity. or 
love, Lin heart cheriſh che dain 
ſemblance of your ſacred Idza, I not 


E 
Aut reſolve, that your gracious felf wy 11 
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firſt report, not onely. recompence my defertwith 
the reward ot my merits, but alſo repay my p- 
*delity with the guerdon of your affeftion ; where- 
of till the celeſtial Deity ſhall by inſpiration partly 
*advertiſe you, Iwill til the period of my(definitive) 
humane pilgrimag”, remain as conftant to beauti- 
ful Athelia, as | wiſh Athelia ſhould be courteous 
to perplexed Tbalmo. 


Atbelia hereat overveiling her Lily-cheeks with 
a crimſon taint,on a ſudden, as much bluſt'd as Di- 
ana, when ſhe eſpied un lookt for Aden: and fo 
metamorphoſing har pleaſant phyſnomy to a me- 
lancholy complexion, (being altogether unac- 
quainted with fuch amourous encounters) bend. 
her brows, within the furrows of whoſe linea- 
ments it ſeemed anger ſate triumphant,” She very 
* ſharply returned him this quick reply. 


VVy9 Thelmo (quoth ſhe) hath my too much 
V kindnefſemade thee ſo proud, or my un- 
"deſerved favour ſo preſumptuous, that thou now 
:giveſt wings to thy tongue to run a courſe abſo- 
y my ſo laviſn? hath my courteſie emboldned chee 
to 2 e now out of ſenſe to ſue for thy 
-Mifrreſſe © "Nath thy idle leiſure, being in my ſer- 
vice; taught thee to deck thy tongue with the 
phraſe 6fffartery ? and is there no other ſor thee to 
aim at but my ſelf? Ah fond Thalmo! and therefore 
fond, becauſe poſſeſſed with a peeviſh fancy. As 
thou derideſtmy beauty, I will laugh at thy folly 
und in accounting me fair, I will eftecm thee frivo- 
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| OF FIDELITY. a7 
Ions. For thy Birth, know, that I diſdain it as no- 
thing, and thy ſelf as lefle : If heretofore, thou haſt 
ſacrificed fighs, or ſhed. tears for my ſake, Why, 
expect a recompence cher there is no ſatisfation 
e) tobe made and hereafter be, more wiſer, to in- 
the —— the conception ofthe like ſimplicity. To be 
rief,refrain from proſecuting thy audacious folly; 
or elſe I will uſe ſuch means that my Father ſhail 
qualifie your courage, by nipping the bloſſomes of 
thi your flouriſhing eſtate. 


fo This thundering anſwer proceeding fromva 
e- Princeſſes mouth, might duubr!<fl- have made manly 
c: freſh-watcr-ſouldiers retlie for fear; but our fd. 
d. rous Tbalmo, diſdaining to quit the liege for the brit 
- repulſe, repairing his ſenſe, and furniſhing his 
ry Muſe with afreſh ſupply, very boldly (as being no- 
thing danced) continued his combate in this fore 
tollowing. | + bn 15 
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Me benigne and beautiful Princefſe!: If yqu 
conjeurezthat in diſcovering my affeRions, 

I flatter your merics with a ſhew. of deriſion, you 

greatly wrong mine honour, in reſpe& my nature 

; Was never attractive to: ſo baſe an enormity; for 
- what I proteſt in words,my effects (hall mani ſeſt to 
be of truth, againſt the proudeſt Champion which 

durft undertake to maintain the contrary : 

Therefore ſweet Athelia, let not an unconſtant 

thought ſo obſcure your Maiden · breaſt with obſcu- 

„ri, that for my faithful affection, you term me 
= an ingrateful ſerrant: for if the flower of my love 

TS) was 


* * pay 
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THE FLOWER 
was predeflinated for your alone ſelf, why, part! 
feek the meant to affect him, which in heart h 
long ſince vowed to adore you, as the image to 

whom he dedicates the licies of his terreſtial 
- devotions : And therefore reward me not with 
checks for my affection, nor with frowns for my 
love; but kindely repay me with a ſweet conſent, 
- which at the Bar of your courteſie I daily attend. 


Athelie perceiving that he ſtill dire&ed his courſe 
to one harbour, beivg in a manner over-Peſtered 
with liſtening to his old Love, inſtantly framed 
nim this bitter Anſwer : 
u, if thy affection were equal to the te- 
I nourofthy ſpeeches, me thinks thou ſhould. 
-xft at my ſincere requeſt bury the reiceration there- 
oi in the ſhrine of filence, and not ſo audacioufly 
; prefurne to advance the pretence of fo unreaſon. 
able demand : It oy phraſe of glozing mere ſo 
un feigned as thou makeſft a ſhew of, or thy lovely 
paſſions & mef{cngers of a ſacred | 
et my deverminate deſires can never 
[From reapiag the etijoyanoe of a:fingle liſe, which 
Thave al upon the Altar of Vefaimpoltd : ay 
dleſires rather adore the ãmage of chafte Dians chen 
-adore the ſhrine of laſctvĩous Nu rather allo 
— ones} principles, then eſteeming oſabe 
others precepts. Therefore, Thalmo,ftinbemy mind 
may not be: ſubjett ro the ſerviles of Love, iet wy 
command in tlie cloſet oſithy capacity beamed 
trix to make. ther give a Colemn \rongeto thy pee ii 
(commeneed) en terpriſc. ni ug 
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\ Thatmo perceiving the Princeſſe Athelia now pre- 
tended to ſhroud her ſelf under the Cloud of a ſo 
litary Climate; by informing him, the meant to 
imbrace the auſtere deity e ſhe- Saints devotion * 
Very haſtily returned her this ſudden Reply. 


Fler Atbhelia! If my ſpeech could decipher my 
love, or my tonꝑue my affection; I ſhoùld then 
account my ſelf moſt happy, whereas now l eſteem 
my fortunes moſt unfortunate. Unfortunate, l may 
well fay; in that the Idea of my fidelity is (without 
deſert ) obſcured in the vaporous miſt of ineredu- 
lity ; which if (without partialicy )you would ſin- 
cerely poiſe in ſcales of reaſon, I aſſure my ſelf, 
the zeal of my vertuous conſtancy would evacuate 
the refidence of your miſtruſt, and as abſolutely ad- 
vertiſe you that my love is gracioully ſprung Hom 
the exact ſoile of fruicful fidelity. Whereas you de- 
monſtrate, that your pretence is to live ſolitarily, 
Without accepring the ſociety of any; Why, know 
(fair Nymph , and Goddeſſe of my imaginations!) 
that che poſſeſſing of your preſence, and he obtain- 
ing of your commands, would yceld me partly the 
ſatisfaction of my trembling deſire : So that, (fair 
Athelia ) if you pleaſe to grace me with the digni- 
ty of your Servant, it ſhall ſuffice; and upon 
that pleaſant foundation will Ifuturely eres — 
ther delectable Trophies of deligbtfull hope; And 
I wy merics ſhall deſerve more favour at your 
rincely benignity, I am reſolved immortally to 


P 
xe and die in your ſervice; and to attend on your 


ſacred perſopage wich ſuch firm fidelity, vertuous 
e o affection, 


afleclion, and ſubmiſſive loyalty, that (Athelis) 
your ſweet ſelf and King Bry{ion your father, 

one day bleſſe the hour of my arrival, and have juft 
cauſe to acknowledge that the ſympathy of our 
affectlons was — to be united by the 
condeſcent of Celeſtial deity. | 


Atbelis well noting wich what fervency he un - 
tered bis paſſions, began immediately to produce 
ſome. motion of debonair pity : yct in reſpect he 
Gould not conceive any ſpark of hope, where there 
w no performance meant to be effected, bitterly 
returned him this ſharp Reply : | 


Thehng! If thou leaveſt not thy prattle, I will 
leave thy; preſence; For thy obftinate opinion will 
conftrain me to flye thy fight, and hereafter meri- 
toriouſſy) to loath thy company. It is now (more 
chen) time to give a concluſion to thy conference, 
becauſe the tediouſneſſe thereof doth — 
ſenſes in underſtanding it. Mhat I bave aided nean 
to perform, that is, Athelia will live ſolitarily, and 
leave Tbalmo to bis paſſionate folly; and when 
thou deſireſt to remain my ſervant, 1 thereunto 
condeſcend, fo far forth as thy defires aſpire not 
to thy Miſtreſſe prejudice. Let thy ſuture attempts 
poorer ohm io, (ns f N Teff — 
overtopping city, thy dow prave 
eee. radio: with. thy felf I beſeech 
thee, What my Father will ſay, being acquaiuzed 
with thy preſumption ; And reſolve not ther be. 
will bleſſe thee, but rather curſe the ipflant of A 
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endilre ; yet in fairing her repalſe, I in hu 
l 


8 OF FIDEL ITY. 
arrival, and (for recompence) reward thee with 
the recogniſance of his indignation. Therefore, 
Thelmo, ask counſell of thy wits; Repent thee of 
thy forwardneſſe, recall thYTollies and be penitent 
thy offences: in effecting whereof I will aſſay 
wich my (elf, not onely that I may pardon thy pre- 
ſumprion, bur alſo that I may exempt my memory 
of thy crime out of the Maiden garden of my youths 
ul remembrance. 


Thalms no ſooner perceived that Athelia had fi. 
aiſhed her cruel Ocation, but he inſtantly framed 


her his Anſwer : 


X HAtbelle! is ic poſſible that Beauty and Cruel- 
ty (albeic two Rivals) can at ſomerimes de- 
mure wichin the incicculets of one perſonage! 
er that each being others enemy; 
uld both ſeek my ruine, and ſo in a ſediti- 

out ſympathie, triumph o're my martyrdome ? 
et Aubelia ! make not my fall your felicky, 

tor f rulne your rejoycing ! But preſent befote 
r fight the complexion of my Conſlaney, -the 

ney of my Fidelity, and the regard of my aſſe- 
Rtion ? Costa (Ibeſerch you) the purity of my 
Pretence, the pretence of my Deſire, and the defire 
oſ my Expectation I and think that if Thebw live, 
hemuf leve hie dear Atbelia; and though fubetia 
hate, yet Thalmo muſt needs love. What was pre- 
i for my fortune, perforce I muſt needs 
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| Sweet Athelia ! Diftill into your heart the motion 


of pitty ; and amidſt the ſhowers of your anger, 
let the ſplendant Sun of Favour evaporate your 
wrath !Ect the dew d Patience ſo mollifie the con- 
ceits of your cruelty, that I may(though long, yet) 
at laſt , amongſt the briars of your diſpleaſure, ga- 
ther the delectable fruic ofmy Acceptance! 


Athelia perceiving that Thalme ſtill rejoyced in 


repeating his paſſions, very boldly interrupted him 


in this ſort. 


Halmo ! I now ſee thou art bound apprentice 
I tofolly, & therefore mayeſt not be exempted 


untill thy time of innocencie be expired. I perctiveſl; 


tis in vain to diſſwade, where ſenſleſſe abſugdit 


doth command; Aud ithwill little availe, wher 
IL ſee Exhortations are held as Toyes, and Requeſt 


© as Trifles. I am ſorry that I have remained 


wich thee ſo long, in reſpe& thou art blinded with 


afrivolous humour; which, I ſee, rather ſpringeth 
from a fond capacity, then any way from a tor- 


. mented fpirit. But howſoever, it nothing avail- 


et the advancement of thy demand, becauſe un- 
lawfull, and theretore to be rejected. 


Thalmo ſeeing ſhe firſt interrupted him, though 
now to render her le pareil, and ſo continued in 
this ſor C. 1 


Gee Athelia\ If ever the ſighy s;tearet,. laye, & 
slity, oraffi ion of a tormented Loyer,, m 


gain 
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a acceptance in the contemplation of his Salnt: 
ferbach — to grant me the accompliſhment of 
my vert uous defire, that 1 once lu all chaſtity 
ofgyrriag enjoy your Gers perſonage, which 
above the world I chiefly affect l 
But Athelsa (as the cuſtom of women is ) reſol- 
ving to have the laſt word, anſwered him, That his 
talk diſturbed her thoughts, and his ſpeeches her 
"Fi ſenſes. And ſo in a diſdainful humour ( without 
ny bidding farewell) ſhe immediately flew from him: 
when directing her pace tothe Court, we will for 
a while there leave her, and a lictle intreat of Thalmo 
his paſſions : Who ſeeing his Atbelia ſo fidainly 
departed, thereat ( as being impatient with love) 
immediatly formed, changing his plea ſant coun- 
tenance to a pale complexion; and repenting the 
time that ever his mother Gratiana produced him 
into this miſerable world, continually cryingout 
on crooked D:ftiny , and very often fighting, as 
though bis breaſt were overpeſtered with inſup- 
portable calamities, ſomtimes falling from fighs 
to teares, and then from tears to fighs again; ſome- 
times repeating the name of Athelia, and then 
( ſweetly ) cloſing up his eyes as though the Oracle 
of that celeſtlal word had raviſhed his conceits with 
too many divine cogitations; At laft deſperately- 
ghe tracing theſe forenamed meadows, as though e 
wy Barque ofhis hope had already ſuffered the ſhip- 
wrack of misfortune, He very penſively withdrew 
bimſelf to his Cloſer, where to eaſe his tormented 
i-Y ftomack, he reſolved to write, and ſend Atbe lia a 
Sonnet, the Contents whereof followeth. 


E 3 Athelia 


n 
Athelis fair, the Image of my mind, 


The miſtreſſe of my thoughts,myy heart end breaf ; 


Exile th appearance of all frowns unkind, 


Aud all diſdain bs do now deveſt ; * 


Behold the torments of tLy beauties power 
Which piere d mine heart in an untimely eur, 


Tour lojty front, the Throne of Graces fair, 
Amidſt whoſe milk-white joz1s doth alwayes fleet 
Celeſtial Veins of purpledblood moſt rare, 
IV hich ſometimes ſtray,and then again do meet; 
Hath ſo inflan'd my heart with lovely fire, 
That of all Saints your ſelf I do defire, 


Your ſplendant hair, fine thre-ds of natures th;lt; 

' Which dab obſcure the brightneſſe of thy Sunne ; 
Halb je combin'd my Heart with Fancies fill, 
That their Idea in wy thoughts do run : 


Ig ſuch ftrange ſort that when I think to ſlumber 
A tbou ſand lovely toyes my brain 40 cunber. = 


Four eyes like gliſtering Starres divinely bright, 
Do ſbine moſt fair, as having ſacred power 
To draw all thoſe that de approach their fight, 
Captives unto their beautes us priſons Tower 3 


= oof the reſt my ſelf at firſt eſpie, 
Was forc'd to lene, wherein I mean to die, 
Tour lovely cheeks within whoſe center ſpring 


Twe dainty flowers, the Roſe and Lily fair, 
Mt my 10 — 2 i 


The theghn (0 tone!) of fee pecÞere rev; 
2 a Which 
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ub glads my ſoul, an makes my beart revive, 


When « my hape unto deſpair doth dive. 


#'ithin my tortured breaſt vd ſanguine ſigh 
7 Heth pitch'd bis Tent, aud ſweareth there to remain, 
And ftill as Gardien both by day and night, 
The keyes thereof doth vom for to retain; 
The fair reſemblance of whoſe dainty view, 
Dath force my breaſt bis love fur to renew. 


All ſweet perfections, Beauty, Vertue, Grace, 
Which do adorn the April of your age; 

Do force me ſecretly for to imbrace, 
Tour dainty ſelf, ts whom I do engage 

My love, my life, my ſervice, conſtancy, 

My ſettled faith, and firm fidelity. 


Which Sonnet being ended, made up, fealed, «nd 
directed; he forthwith poſted to a Gentlewomant 
of Athelid';,named Levina, whole perfect viſage pro- 
miſed him the accompliſhment of a faithful perfor- 
mance z and imboldening himſelf to requeſt her ſo- 
cretly to deliver it to her Miſtreſſe, ſhe there unto 
voluntarily condiſcended ; and fo fading her very 
ſolitary ia her Chamber, advancing her pace, ſhe 
wich an humble reverence effected her promiſe ; a- 
beit the Princefle ac ficſt made great difficuley 16 te- 
ceive ic, in reſpect che Knew not from whenve is 
came; but at laſt unripping the Scals ic cam from 
Thalms : ſhe dying her Chryſtal viſige with uin. 
ſan bluſk, bade Levina depart ;. when bolt ing bee 
_ _—_— cg 5, $ ſhe 

4 un- 


3 


ed, very oſten ſhe peruſed thoſe ſillables and lines 
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unripping the Seals, read the contents afore repeat · 


which beit delighted her cercbrofity ; and ſo kiffing 
the Sonnet (contrary W expectation) ſhe laid hin 

in her naked neck, diredtly in that Chryftal valle 
which her Alabaſter papsdo inviron; when finding 
herſelf overpeſtered with many lovely contempla- 
tions, which ranged on the abient Idea of Heroical 
Thalmo, the at laſt to ker ſelf uttered theſe ſpeeches; 


Oſt unfortunate Aibelial If thy tears might 

aſſwage thy pains, or thy ſighes thy miſeries; 
thou mighteſt then envy (the better) the reſidence 
of thy tortures,and with preſervative patience, the 
ſweeter bear the inſupportable burthen of thy ho 
tormented calamities : but alas, as the fit ſt cannot I al 
perform the one, nor the ſecond eſſect the other; | co 
by ſo much the more mayeſt thou eſteem thy eſtate alt 
more than unfortunate; and curſe the houre m 
wherein thou didſt firſt eſpy the (charmed) face of bi 
verruous Thalmo ; Thalmo 1 ſay, whoſe valorous de 
actions, heroical difpofition , comely grace, and In 
gallant demeanour hath ſo conquered the thoughts I nc 
of thy maiden- capacity, that thou with the pale- ed 
asd Moon, midſt clouds of obſcurity, doſit take thy at 
pleaſant light of conceived hope from the moſt re- I n. 
ſplendant Sunne; which in effect is onely Thalme. | tt} 
Remember with thy ſelf-(nay perforce thou muſt I n. 
remember) with what fervency of affeftionate ſi- I tl 
delity he pleaded to thy (elf for a kind acceptance ; y 
and call to mind the pearled tears, doleful fighes, B 
& paſhonatc agonies, which as meſſengers (of _ p 

F u 
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ful conflancy ) he ſent to depaint before thine 
eyes the miſerles of his malady; and blot not up in 
oblivion his wan complexion, hollow aſpects, and 
epining deſpair; which as (Authentical) folk 
rs, might have cauſed the moſt obdurate heare 
to relent, and have produced a motion of pity. But 
wretched Athelia, (and therefore wretched becauſe 
Athelia) forger not the proud repulſes, ſharp an- 
ſwers, bitter threatnings, nor obſtinate denyals 
which thou gaveſt his enterpriſe, which wnen I 
t confider, | burſt into the very humour of Anger; 
condemaing my ſelf of ( impudent ) ingrateful- 
neſſe, in that ] repayed the prime of his pretence 
wich unkindneſſe, and croſt the proceedings of his 
dope wich unmerited diſcourtefie: And being now 
alone, I maft (nay will) confeſſe, that obftinate 
coyneſſe ſet apart, I in heart then honoured Than, 
although Maiden-baſhfulneſſe would nor permit 
me to diſcover it; and in ſuch ſort do ſtill adore 
him as the (ſacred) Image to whom! bind all my 
devotions ; Ah (weet Thalmolnone but onely Thalms 
liveth within the common: wealth of my memory, 
nor none but he (alone) may boaft, hath conquer- 
ed me with the proſpect of his perfe&ions: thou 
at ficſt I was proud in refufing his precepts. I wi 
now be as courteous in accepting his proffery 
though then obſtinate in denying his requeſts, yet 
now as willing to agree to his 4 and 
though then ſtubborn in not lifteningito his defires, 
yet now 83 tractable to hearken to his demands 
But ſoft, Athelia!what Lunatick humor of folly doth 
poſſeſſe thy ſenſes, or whether.run thy wits a wan- 
0 der ing 
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rous paſſion ſo ſoon tranſperted thy Conceits 
with tancics, or lovely goyes ſo inſtuntly obſcured 
my Reaſon with adſurdity,that without rega 
modeſty, or reſpecting baſhſulneſſe, thou ſheweſt 
frwplicity ſuch, as the world hearing it, may con- 
demn thee of peeviſh Leviry ? Is ſhe which was fo 
long courted, now become an Oratory ſuiror?and 
mutt ſhe plead to him for love, whereas herexofore 
de prayed her for aſfection? Ah Atbelia! but ſach is 
thy fortune: And therefore contradict not that 
which the gods have already ſet down for a period; 
content thy ſelf with that which is befallen thee 
and hereafcer ſeek by ſome favourable means to par- 
ley with thy deſired Thalmo, to the end that his pre · 
{ence may evacuate the miſt of ſorrow which doth 
ſo tofticate thy ſenſes, and extinguiſh the birth 
of ardent flames, which doth begin to ſcorch the 
ſubſtance of thy ſore · contented eflate. 


The which ſhe had no ſooner uttered, but Levin 
her waiting Gentlewoman ſuddenly ruſhed in, as 
| being from the Queen her mother to ſeek her ( much 

marvelling v here ſhe ſhould be ſo long abſent) A- 
thelia percciving that the time had deceived her, in- 
fantly roſe up, and masking her fancics (the bel 
ſhe could) under the ſhadow of (partly) a mer 
countenance,failed not according to her duty wi 
or celerity 1 find out the Den „* 

ng arrived, contrary to her e » the ce» 
ceived this check. | 


dering without their guide,diſcrerion? Hath amou- 
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OF FIDELITY, 39 l 
Athelia , hath your too much liberty b 

made you forget your ſelꝰor is it ſome ex- * 
traordinary affaicg. which hath derained 
you ſo long from my preſexce?was yourTurreſs La- 
dy Flerma with you, or elſe from whence came you F 


The Princeſſe Athelia (as a maxime incid-nt to 
the Female Sex) being in ſuch amorous actions, ne- 
ver unprovided of a ſufficient excuſe, extempore 
framed her this applaufible anſwer. 


M Adam, (It it pleaſe your grace) I have long 
0 


lince been preciſely invited to ſee Fulvia the 
unteffe of Arios daughters Chamber; and this 
morning unexpected ſhe in perſon came for mez 
you being as then in your ſecrer Cloſer, I was loth 
to difturb you, nd ſo departed withour Conge: 
for Lady Flerma,my miſtreffe, ſhe was then at her de- 
votiont, and onely Ida my waiting-maid attended 
me. a 


This dulcid Reply ſoon contented the Queen 
end ſo Atbelia remaining in her preſence, we wills 
whiles there leave her, and return again to tormen · 
red Thalmo. 

Who being as ir were plunged in the ſtream of 
Mtbelie's beauty, and almoſt drowned in the River 
of her affection, as alſo hearing no anſwer of his 
Sonnet fent by Levina; ftormed in ſuch ſore, that 
his amiliars, (who being nor acquainted with his 


—4 ) thought he would ſure run Lunatique to 


wich the skics, or elſe fark mad with che 
L Man 
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ſuch rage poſſeſſed his ſeudes, and ſuch Anger over+ 
maſtered his Reaſon, that I think he reſolved with 
himſelfe, or elſe vowed to Apollo to run te the con- 
fines of his wits Common-wealth ; all company he 
abandoned, and deteſted the light, as Jupiter when 
he tranſcended in a cloud to dazle Vulcan, there- 
by to enjoy Juno His ſpeeches were far-fetch'c 

hes, uuleſſe now and t ien he would breathe 
forth the name of Atbelia : his laughter was met am- 
orphoſed to tears, and no motion could enter 
the Cabinet of his conceits, but the reſemblance 
of Atheliay his Cloſet ſeemed to him a meere Pur- 
gatory, and his Bed a very exact Hel in conceited 
ſhew , (though not in effectual ſubſt ince) his tor- 
ments mizhe be compared to the tortures of Ixien, 
only excepted, that he bad a more faire Miſtreſſe 
in Atbelia, then Ixion had in Proſerpina. When he 
walked, the image of Atbelia ſtood before him, 
whoſe Picture (with Pygwalion ) he adored, as the 
unique ſolace of his hearts contentation: being in 


his Study penſively paſſionate , he would ſuddenly 
ariſe and aik who was there? as if Athelia had been 
alwayes knocking at the door: From thence in « 
fantaſtical humour he would forthwith direct bis 
courſe to the Fields, where moſt ſorrowfully he 
would to the ſenceleſſe Trees decypher forth the 
manner ofhis Mlſtreſſes cruelty ; And again, as ha- 
ving offended, immeditately fall to fing a Sonnet in 

raiſe of her: and from thence, as tho igh he had 


bound apprentice to no trade, fall into an- 


other humour of recording bis paſſions: 0 
c 


Man in the Moon eo the Clouds z for 
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the reſt (as I well remember) he once ranged into 
a very pleaſant Forreſt, and ſo from thence to 
Mountains next adjoyning, and again toValleys, as 
the weathercock of his corfeemplations guided him 
when being over-peſtered with innumerable of a- 
morous fancies, on the plain ground ( where Mi- 
ſtreſſe May had naturally ſpread a Summer-Carpet) 
taking out his Pen and Paper, he there endited this 


enſuing Sonnet. 


If walking by ſome ſtately ſilver ſtream, 
When as there chanceth a bl.omy winde to be, 
Me thinks amidſt that cockling vaperous gleam 
Ipreſently my faire Athelia ſee; 
And if I trace upon their borders (wcet, 
Inſtead of trees I ſtill Athelia meet. 


If that I chance inte the fields to hie 
To pluck a Noſegoy for Athelia faire: 
Me thinks amid'ft each flower I doe eſpie 
be ſweet reſemblance of her beauty rate: 
And if by chance to ſing I doe pretend, 
For enſwer, ſhe ber ecchoing voice doth lend. 


Jen bięb mountains ſometimes I aſcend 
To ſee the harmleſſegflocks their paſture tas, 
Me thinks from bill to dale mine eyes I lend 
If of my dear I may eſpial make; + 
And if ſome Nymph or Shepherdeſſe I ſee, 
Me thinks farre off, it ſbould Athelia be. 


g. 2 19 "<4 „ K* 4 
From whence if I in vallies do ekart 
My ſelf to ſhade me from all bumane fight, 
Or think to live in Woods alone apart, 
Hating tbe day, loving te mournful night : 
Athelia, as 1 bie, doth run before, 85 
ben as my fortune bard ] do deplore. 


Which having ended, ſorgetting both pen and 
| „ yea Sonnet and all behind him, (as Neptune 
1 Trident, when Nerews had almoſt found him 
with a Syrene) he reſolved to range turther into 
the unknown Forreſts. But as poſting time gives a 
period to all terreftcial accidenrs, ſo in roving from 
men plate, without reaping ſo much as the bliſ. 
thought of one d-leQable applauſe, he at laft 7 
arrived to a fait Cypres tree, where reſolving to 
he was no ſooner don, but (Love being im- 
patient of delayes)he roſcagein inflancly, derermi- 
ming to depart 4. 101 to write ſome Dirty 
(in teſlimonlal of his paſſions although not kaow- 
lag what to write, he bufily in his pocket ſearch d 
for his Pen and Paper ; but not finding it he ha- 
mediately drew out his ponitrd, and there an ci 
Bark ofthe aforeſaid Cypres tree ( with as much akil 
as his crembling hand could sfford) he engraved 
(or carved )thisDitty following · 9 


Thoi Cypres tree, = 
once thok ſee | * 
00 feir Atheliz poſſe tit way; 


Tell ber Icame 
To prim ber name, 

Thereby my pa 1 to diſplay, 
And let thy — 
Whereon I mark, 

This ſacred Ditty py delight , 
Sqy onely Love 

| My band did move 

| Ja ſecret ſort i toEndite, 

| And without fear 

| Do witneſſe bear. 

| 

| 


On bended knee I do proteſt 
Whiles death ful give 
; Me leave to liue 
| Towear her Pourtraid in my breaſt. 


Which * ended he very oven kift it, asf 
— — ome 8 reſemblance of bia. 
lreſſes perfection. And ſo leaving the Fields, hea» 

pain — to his melanc hol , Where 
I his brain about his Miſtreſſes beauty, we will 


ly leave him to the fancy of his atfetions,and 
aa alma forgocten Fm. 
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ALM 4A being by King Brylion appointed 
Lieutenant of Ithica-Caftle, ( wherein the 
beautiful Merſilva was detained Priſoner ) 
did, as having his heart inſpired with pity, grie- 5. 
vouſly ſorrow to ſee Porus his Captain ſo rigorouſly 


entreat her: For whereas King Brylion did allow her « 
a comely Chamber, a pleaſant Arboury, a corre- pl 


ſpondent Dier,and a Damſel ro attend her; Me on 
a ſudden witharew from her all thoſe aforenomi· - 
nated Priyiledges, placing her in a very obſcure Pl 
Dungeon; where the thouęeht of ſo deteftable x P 
Damp might have driven Alexander himſelf into thefſ + 
labyrinth of conceited deipair : for In ſtead. of 4 1 
Garden for her walk, ſhe had the onely liberty e 
her clote-Prifon: her Diet being of a homely fate, 
and that ſcarce enough to content nature; And in 
Read of being attended on by ſome Lady, very baſel 
ſerved by an ugly ruffian, in the ſurrows of wh 
angry brows it ſeemed envious wrath ſate trium 
t, having from his Captain a trait commat 
to hinder all thoſe which (in her diſtreſſe) ſhould 
aim to ſuccour her, Merſilua percelving herſelf to bt 
bolted up in this unmercitul Priſon; (as a Clima 


contrary for her Complexion to endure) exclaim or 
ad on Fortune, deploring that ever her tender yean  .. 
had attained to the fight of ſo diſmal aſpecti Bu ,, 
well might ſhe weep, and having wept return wh of 


ing again, becauſe there was no ſpectatori 
Jamentation ! and well might ſhe lament, and «+, 

having lamented, figh. again , becauſe there we 
* 


none to ſolace her in the depth of her per ple: 
miſerĩes ! For if at any time ſhe bemoaned her 
MAN! 


o FIDELITY. 65 


to her rigorous Keeper (with applaafible reaſons 
to enduce him to picy) ſhe was forthwith check d 
up with a dictionary of reproaches, alledging that 
her entertainment exceeded her merits. Which as 
a ſecond wound, though the firſt deadly, did fo 
tranſport her reaſon to the protundicy of com- 
pleat anguiſh, that with wringing hands, and 
throbbing ſighs, as walking in her Citadel of de- 
ſpair, ſhe to her tormented (elf breathed out theſe 
peeches; 


Erplexed Merſilinil thou haſt now (being by 

experience raugh:) juſt cauſe to acknowledge 
how inconſtant Fortune doth at her pleaſure con- 
duct Princes to the top of proſperity z and imme- 
diately changing humour, and turning the Needle 
of her Compaſſe to another point, doth violent- 
ly cear the Bark of their former eſtate againſt the 


angerous ſhores of future perdition, where ſuſſ.r- 
ing ſhipwrack, the memory of their hap pineſſe is 
immediately ſubmerged in the un — intrailes 
of tycannizing misfortune. Amongſt che reſt, ak 
unfortunate Merfilve, thou mayc of that Cameli - 
on Tragedy term thy ſelf a prinipal actor; be- 

cauſe the ſubject oſ t hy preſent miſery,hath a 
aa Prologue, accidental ly — the Theatre 
of deſtcuction : moſt wretched Merſilua! when the 
memory of thy birth doth (through the Chaos of 
thy conceits) pierce to the thought of confider- 
ration;And comparing dignities paſt to calamities 
reſent ; what terrour of aggravation ict doth proſ- 
to thy hope, e (figee knowing) — 


( 
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conjefturepfwhereas otheri( there with nnacquain» 
ted) can ſcarecly preſuppoſe. Ah, deſolate Mer- 
filva! how are thy delicious delights now rranf an 
mutat ed to melancholy contemplations! TH co 


pleaſant paſtimes diverted to doleful mourninglandit (x 
thy ſweet ſports metamarphoſed to ſorrowful di- of 
conſolations! Ah, ſure it is, (and therefore ſu dc 
decaule ratified by the gods themſelves) that glon in 
doth fade as well as flouriſh; beauty dye as well fac 
as domineere; and honour wither, as the flowen ſo: 
of the Fleld, which no ſconer ſprout, with Tita in; 
but dic with Cynthia, what Is then the, world buf 1at 
2 labyrinih of perplexities? What then is digniiy (b 
bur the ſeat of ambition? and what is Glory, bu of 
the throne of ſuperbity ? Ah Merfilva! but ſuch i of 
the Courſe of this terreftcial diadem , That being. mc 
138 in ſinne, we proſecute in folly; and n ſo1 
rbear to deteſt Vertue before ingulf*d in the St lo: 
gian ſtream of Vice. Therefore account thy mile. Z« 
ries,as a recompence predeſtin ated forſthy fortune bu 


account thy torments, as a reward ſent for thy fin 
and laſtly, term thy calamities, as a meritoriow 
affliction, projected for thy mĩſdemeanour. 


Which doleful ſpeeches ſhe uttered wich ſuch 
zealous fervency, that the report thereof wo 
have cauſed Diſdain her (elf to have piti:d her; for 
ſometimes ſhe walked (like mute Progne ) in her mb 
-ſerable Cottage; and then inſtantly rhrew her elf 


on her B:d of care, where drawing her Curtain he 
cloſe about her, one might well deem it to be i he 
Tombe, and her ſelf a dead Corps, therein inter: he 


red 
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red : when again reviving her ſpirits and remem; 
bring her mlſery, ſhe would ſorrowfully ſmile- 
and inftantly rebuke her ſelf for committing ſo 
comical an offence. Her Holland- Handkerchiffe 
(reſembling the Cayſtrine Swans for whiteneſſe)ſhe 
often waſh'd with pearled tears ( which diftilled 
down the ſoyl of her ſorrowful cheeks,) and then 
immediately drycd him with fanning wind on her 
face to arrouſe her ſpirits: in which ſorrowfull 
ſort ſhe moſt grievoully paſt the day, without be- 
ing comforted by the aſſiſtance of any; untill at 
laſt the exclamation of her mournſul complaint 
(by good fortune) arriving to the underſtanding 
of Princely Plivio,drave him to ſo inſtant an humor 
of relentation, that knowing her to be a Princeſſe 
moſt royally deſcended, as-alſo innocently impri- 
ſoned without committing any crime or ſcanda- 
lous malefaction to the Crown or Kingdome of 
Zanfara: he being vanquiſhed wich debonair pity, 
burſt into theſe terms 


VV! Pliviol can humanity ſuffer that ſo 
beautiful a Princeſſe as Merſilva ſhould en- 


dure impriſonment , thy ſelf being preſent? or, 
can the Airy of that ( divine Sex obtain no more 
favour at thy hands, where thou mayeſt by vertue 
of thy power bear ſway ? are thy ſenſes ſo mask d 
with obſcuricy, thine eyes ſo obſcured with im- 
piery,or thy heart ſo fraughted with cruelty, that 
er tears cannot (to thee) ſufficiently ſollicite for 
her freedome; or her complaints, as advocates of 
her innocency, perfeſtly ** to thee ſor her uw 
a 7 
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dy enlargement? How may the world blame tl 
ot ingratitude ? how may thy conſcience acc: 
thee of rigor? or, how may thv thoughts conden 
thee of tyranny ? when the odio uſnes of thy (i 
pudent) fact, (hall (with the wind of report) u 
rive to the barre of (unpartial) diſcretion z whe 
thy faults being deſcried, and thy follies diſcloſe 
what colour of correſpondent argument canſt the 
alledge for thy excuſe? or, what mask of ſenfibil 
ty canſt chou produce to orevaile thy inhumauitj 
Ah Plivio! conſider with thy ſelf in reaſon (unle 
exemp: of all reaſon) from whence thou art e 
tracted : if thou ſay ( as chou canſt not deny) fre 
the loins ofa woman, how falleth it then © 
thou dffereft from ſo temperate a nature? or, 
thou alledge thy father to be a Centaure, or 
mother a Priſciraxe; no marvel thou art ſo perfidWcri 
ouſly enclined to their devilliſh difpoſtrion. 
Plivio ! recall thy ſenſcs to the throne of Pity, ar 
drown the rigorouſnes of thy conceit, in the 
gulf of oblivion : Let thy thoughts before thir 
eyes beare the Banner oflenity ; and let the Enſig 
of remorſe pitch his Tent in the Campe of thy cog 
tations : &, ungrateful Plivio, reſolve, that to ſuc 
cour the diftrefſed , is a point of good nature; 

10 aſſiſt a tormented Lady, is a fat condignely wor 
thy commendation. What though Poris thy Cay 
tain hate her? is i: therefore conf: quent thai the 
fhouldeſt loath her? No Plivio, no, let not the ſuf 
cion of in kumani:y ? obſcure the appearance of thi 
benignity ? nor ler the thought of perverſe op 
grown the apparition of thy floyciſhing affabilic 
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but rather let thy ( demonſtrative Jactions favour 
ol courteſie, and let thy reſolutions be tempered 
wich charity; ſo ſhall thy contemplations be cfta- 
dliſhed of the Saints for meer bountifulneſſe; thy 

onceits accounted of all men tor greticus benig- 
nity, and thy debonaire nature of the gods chem 
elves efteemed for blisſull Piety. 


7 Upon the ground of which applauſible reſoluti- 
on, pricking forwards his breaſt with the animo- 
Wicy of honour , he very reſolutely determined to 
iſite Merfilve. So that giving wings to his cour- 
ze, aud liberty to his reſolution, he immediately 
Urected his courſe to the place — ſorrow - 
ully lay impriſoned : where he was nGfooner en- 
ered, 2 he might forthwith eſpy her mournſully 
itting on her Bed of miſery, having her face over- 
Ile with a ſable skarf, as if ſhe partly loathed 
d ſee the appearance of dtlightſome Phabus ; when 
ot {ecurely ſleeping, but rather dolefully ſlumber- 
ng, being by his pace arouſed from her penſive 
ontemplations, ſhe forthwith elevated her ſelf 
rom her ſeat of ſorrow, and rufflivg aſide her skarf, 
lifcovered the whole ſubſtance ot her ſingular Vi- 
ge (as the moſt fair Phœbe being releaſed from the 
dbſcurity of the darkſome clouds ) from whence 
her radiant eyes diſplayed their ſplendent influence 
$ fixed Stars divincly ſeated in the ( beautifull field 
of )celcſtial Element, ſo the attending his commin 
Wc boldly approached her (where with an humble 
erence - he had moſt courteouſly ſaluted her 
de borded her in this ſort. | 
| F 3 Mod 
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re Princeſſe! Iam at laſt come to your 
delectable preſence, as a guilty offender to 
crave pardon for my forepaſt crime, (in that I which 
wichin this Caſtle may ſomething command, have 
ſo long deſered from affording you conſolation : ) 
But ſweet Mer/ilva ! my Captains command was the 
Rein that (iuhumanely ) with-held me from pro- 
ſecuting my pretencez who being now departed to 
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the Court, if you pleaſe to walk into the Field 


(or Gardens here next adjoyning) to recreate your 
ſelfe in taking the freſhayre , I will accompany you 
aſſuring you that if this Caſtle poſſeſſe any thing 

which may pleaſure or ſerve you, you ſhall not on- 
ty commang it, but my (voluntary) afliftance 
likewiſe. 


Merſilva ſeeing this (unknown) Gentleman prof 
fer her ſuch .kindneffe, dying her Chriſtal Cheekei 
with a Vermilion bluſn, (which it ſeemed Hope had 
of purpoſe inftantly ſent her) very courteouſly re- 
turned him this applaufible anſwer. 


Entleman, my vanquiſh'd Hope (which alrex 

dy hath been tranſported to the brim of de- 
ſpaire ) being now by 9 wind of your benigne 
newes again infuſed within the ftream of conſolati- 
on, doth for this your debonaire courteſie render 
you many millions of affectionate thanks; &, gra- 
cious Knight ! fince of ( unmericed)kiadneſſe you 
proffer me this ſweet comfort, I will not deny your 
(Nectar) demand, but account my ſelſe fortunate 

to enjoy theayre of the fragrant Fields. 

Plivia 


* 
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Plivio perceiving how cxcecding glad {he was to 
figne her priſon a general] a-quittance, (and again 
how willing to walk in the gardens } kiſſing his 
hand and very kirdly talking her by the arm, he 
conducted her by a Poſtern gate (through the 
Caftle) to the Fields, and from thence to the Ar- 
bours of pleaſure : where Merfilva delighting to 
range from Baakte.Burder, and from Fountain to 
Bower, leaving in a m:nncr no place therein un- 
proſpected, ſhear laſt arrived to a very ſumptuous 
Ciftern; whoſe wa!s being of clear gliſtering Alaba- 
fer and ſhining Marble, gave ſuch a compleat grace 
to Merþlva's (partial) eyes, that her ſpirits at fo 
leaſatt a profpc did then receive the long lookt 
Comedies of delightful contentmente fo at laf 
hearing the deſcent of ſome iſſu d ftream (which 
a$ it ſeemed made a mufical acord, in falling to the 
concavity of the earch) ſhe (taking her ear to be 


ber guide) began to trace about the circumference 


of the aforeſaid Ciſtern, where ſhe forthwith eſpied 
on the eaſtern hide thereoi{ſome Ell diſtant one from 
che other) two ſtately Pillars of Dove- white Ivory, 
being very curiouſly carved and begirt about wich 
divers ſpacious guards of refined Azure, wherein 
were enamel'd both lovely Rofes, and ſplendent 
Starres of moſt beautiful and artificial ingeny; on 
which Pillars tops ſtood two female Images moſt 
induſtriouſly painted, well reſembling the Graces, 
each holding in their outward hands a little Vane, 
whereon one fide was painted Minerva, and on the 
other Diana;and joyning their other hands (which 
they elevated over tre Sud) did ſupport the 
this 
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third Grace, being crowned with an Olymplan 
Garland, holding in both her hands a Table ot Ce- 
leſtizl hue, ſeated in « frame of illuſtrious Argent, 
from out whoſe fx globy Paps reſembling for 
whitenefſc the ſnow which doth imbrace the Pyreni- 
en Mountains, ruſhed forth clear Chi yſtal ſpouts 
of filver water; wherewlch ſhe being with too much 
joy for a whiles raviſhcd, at laft perceived (berwixt 
the two Pillars) a pretty conceited Geometrical 
door therein to entec,where entring ſhe ſaw a ſmall 
Mountain in form of aPyramides, which did at- 
tain unto the top of the Ciftern, from whence Na- 
ture (being by divine inftin& commanded?) did 
yield forth full many a Vein of weeping water, 
which by degrees diftilled down the Rock, was 
laſtly through Pipes of Silver by ingenious art,moft 
curiouſly conveyed to the Graces Papi which 
Merfilva ſeeing (and ſhutting the doore) reſolved 
to depart; but by chance ag-in thereon r:fl-&ing 
her fight (as unwilling ſa ſoon to take her fare- 
wel) andglancing her eyes at randome upon the 
perfection of the upper Grace, (ſhe either deluded 
with a ſhadow, frumpt at with a Fancy, or how! 
know not) immediately conceived that the ſaw her 
- artificial eyes naturally reflect in the Model of 
their influence, and ſo being in conceir indured 
ihat it was fo, or elſe thinking that at the requeſt 
of ſome ſecond Pygmalion, the Goddeſſe Vexw 
had with life likewiſe inſpired her; She reſolved 
with her ſelſ that the ſaid Grace although how 
ſhe knew not) had interiorly ſome lively —_— 
Matural ſence, and applying it as the illugon of her 


= 
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fantafie drave her, conjectured that (he invited her 


(more near) to approach, In reipe& whereof, 
mounting a ſtep which flood (very cloſe) before 
the Graces, ſhe choughr of them, bur eſpecially of 
the eppermoſt, ro have ſome ſecret conference: 
where being elevated ſhe forthwith forgat her ſelf, 
(as if ſome ſacred Deity had ſo before predeſtinated 
it) and aſter was inſtantly put in mind of her dole- 
ful calamitics, hercat — lamenting, ſhe bluſhed 
with ſhame in that ſhe had committed ſo ſottiſh 
an abſurdity : when looking about ber and not 
ſecing Plivio there eſpying the blew Table whick the 
Grace held in her hand, ſhe from out her golden 
haire drew her glorious Head-hin, and fo eſſaying 
and finding the one tractable, (recalling her Muſe 
to her ſorrowful humour) in fair letters, Al Re- 
maniſto, ſhe thereon indited this Sonnet. 


Fortune is frail and changeth with the wind, 
Riches doth fade and Beauty ſoon doth flie, 
Honour is droſſe, and Glory now I find 
With Times inſtindl doth in oblivian die. 
. What then is Riches but à Summers ſhower ? 
What then is Beauty, but a Winters-blaze ? 
What then is Honour but a withering-flower ? 
Or what is Glory but the worlds amaze ? 
Riches and Beauty, Honour, Glory, al, 
Are they not ſubjec to Times Deity ? 
Tes time doth cauſe their ſplendor for to Fall 
At the afignement of bis Soveraginty. 


Whilcs ihn Merfilve was overviewſng the ps 
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of this ſumptuous garden, Plivio commanded a very 
mc banquet to be there prepar*d;the which moſt 

indly in an Eglantine-Bower he preſented her : 
And to make her Cates ſeem the more pleaſant, he 
ſo ordained that a Conſort of Lutes,rogether with 
three tender Eunuchs, ſhould (in her hearing) 
warble forth melodious harmony. So in this de- 
lectable manner for a whiles they deluded the time, 
wherein Plivio never failed to glance his eye on 
the ſweet Object of Merfilva's Beauty; the which 
Cupid (at unawares) eſpying, immediately bent 
his Bow and let fly an arrow, headed with 
Deſire, and feathered with affection; which fo 
forcibly hit Plivio to the heart, that he immedi- 


ately fainted at the ſtroak, ſo that now he ac- 


_ 


knowledged no Goddeſſe but Citherea, no Saint 
but Vemu, nor no Lord but Love, fo that his breaſt 
being penetrated with the influence of amorous 
contemplation, after having reconducted Merſilva 
to the Caſtle, he hy ing to his Chamber, alone to 
himſelf breathed out theſe ſpecches : 


Ow now Plivio! what in a moment van- 

quiſhed in the field of Beauty? or hath Cupid 
ſuch power at the firſt approach to penetrate thy 
breaſt with affection? can thy reſolutions, which 
were devoted to Bellona now ſtoop to Venus, and 
ſo make (Laurel) Garlands in her praiſe, whereas 
heretofore thou diſdainedſt her ſociety ? what, wilt 
thou fandly imbache thy Capacity in the ſtream of 


Amorous contemplation, andſ ſo albeit to thy pre- 


judice) devote thy Ocaiſons to the Altar of W 
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Beware, Parma! The Syrenes have ſweet voyces, yet 
deceitful ; the Panthers fair skins, yet infectious; 
and the Amazons beautiful faces, yet meer diflem- 
blers. What? Helen was fair, yet a Wanton; Thais 
was lovely, yet lewd; and Simiramis, though cu- 
rious yet a Courtezan. But alas Plivio! One matter 
maketh not a Maxime; nor doth forepaſſ examples 
include generall actions: for ſpeak wichout par- 
tiality, and thy conſcience will plead, that as there 
hath been a wanton Helen, ſo a wiſe Calliope; As a 
lewd Thais, ſo a chaſte Luctetia; and as a vitious Se- 
miramis, ſo a vertuous Suſana : therefore Plivio,, 
retire not with ſhame, but advance with valour ; 
(For as the Poets report, Faint heart never pluck'd 
fruit from the tree of Love: ) Confider Plivis, 
with thy ſelf, whet Mferſilva is; and then as in the 
Mirrour of Verity, thou ſhalt perceive her to be, 
of Deſcent a Princeſſe, of Qualitics a Queen, of 
Beauty an Angel, and of perfection the onely Phe» 
nix of her Sexe. Who then but would like ſuch a 
Virgin? who then but would love ſuch a Paragon? 
Nay,who but would Cupon the altar of Humanity) 
ſacrifice his life in the behalf of ſo ſweer a Saint ? 


Thus embathing his Capacity in the ( Ne#ar) 
Aganippe of Amorous contemplation, and ſola- 
cing his ſenſes in the (Tempe) ſtream of Merſilud's 
Beauty, he remained ſo tofticated in conceit, that 
no plaudite could pleaſe him, but the Idea of his fair 
Miftrefſe; no thought content him unleſſe ſprung 
from her majeſtical vertue; nor no imagination 
delight him, unleſſe derived from the pure _ 

Q 
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to diſplay his pretence, heut laſt with a-tremble- 


Ing reſolution indited this Letter, which (by - 


eruſty Meſſenger) he ſent to faire Merfilva, the 
Heavenly Qu EE N of his Humane imaginati- 
ons. . 


n Lad! I heretofore infuſed this period te my 
Reſolutions : That the power of Cupid was peeviſhy 
the Inftini? of Love, lewd; and the Iufluence of Cytherea 
vicious. But nom, deare Merſilva, (aud therefore deare, 
becauſe Merſilva) heving ſent the eyes of my Capacity to 
rang upon the ſwperexcefent ſoyle of your Beauty, and 
finding the Model thereof to be repleated with the 
nomie of Majeſtical grace, I was inſtantly ſo ſur- 
prijſed with « Favourable cenſure , That 

wy former inveFive cruelty , I forthwith bent my 
devotion to the Altar of your flouriſhing exceleney; 


Ipberefore; amorous Princeſſe! ſince I repoſe the prime 


of my delight , in conte:»plating upon the Idea of your 
rare perfecbion, and derive my cheifeft ſolace from the 
Lovely Index of your angelica! Per ſonage, by ſo much the 


your friendſhip : and let an applauſible anſwer bet 


| - ritorious) guerdon of my conftant fidelity. I will not in 


depainting my paſfions, ſeekto toſticate your conceits with 
( theprolixitie of ) a tedious Epiſtle; becau ſe the report is, 
Many words umbrage deſi mulat ion: therefore ſweet Au- 
gel of my breaſt, and goddeſſe of my cerebroſity, (Theſeech 
you) penetrate your capacity with this brief principle, that 
Plivio muft perforce either affed Merfilva , or bate bim- 
ſelf ; and ever account Merſilva till eternity to be the 2 
vine 


of her rare perfection: So as burning with defire 


more ſeek to counterveile my love with the rec — of 
ne- 
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vine) Saint of my ſoule ; to whom: all my terreſtrial ach- 
am muſt maugre the effe#s of fortune be devoted. 
Till death and after, your 
conſtant Servant, 
?LIVIO. 


Merſilvs having received this Letter, and know- 
ing from whom it came, without any diſdainful 
coyneſſe uncipt the ſeals, and reading it with a va- 
riable countenance bluſt's; becauſe the method 
thereof taficd oflove, the which ſhe had no ſooner 
done, but fetching a ſigh, ſhe inftantly found her 
ſences beſet with many agreczble cunceits of Plivis's 
perfection: Every line ſeeming to make a ſmooth 
path way for Cupidr entrance: But at laſt, daun» 
ting her Pupbian ſparks with a modeft countenance, 
and conſidering the courteſie which he bad before 
ſhewen her, ſhe reſolved to return him an anſwer, 
the content: whereof followeih. 


To friendly Plivio, if penitent, Profperitle. 


Our Letter ſent by your Page, I bare received, 
making tbereat no difficulty , becauſe I thought 
therein to finde onely the appearance of your Wel- 
fare; But wnripping the ſeals , and peruſing the ſubſlance, 
I (contrary to my expettation) found your lines to be reple- 
ted with the phraſe of amorous fancy; wherefore I repen- 
ted me of my audacious fact, as having committed a raſh 
offence ; and blamed my band fer having intermedied = 
- 0 {© 
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fo prejudicial anaſſair : But again — the former 


being brought to his preſence, and un 


courteſie which you have preſented me before the view 
my contemplations, ( dlbeit undecent for my ſexe) I 


6 
; thought it agreeable to return you an anſwer:The ſubſtance 


whereof is to requeſt you, to give a ſolemn Conꝑe to your 
commenced enterpriſe; becauſe the thought of affecbion 
cannot lodge within the Cer tre of my breaſt; neither can 
my cogitations ſtoop to your ſhrine of diſtaſteful love For- 
bear therefore the writing of more frivolous Letters, le- 
cauſe they are motives which moleſt my imaginations; 
and ceaſe ſuing of ber, which till death intends not to be 
won by any : in ſtedfaſt hope whereof, without omitting 
thanks for your former courteſie, Ireff 
Thy friend(if the enemy of 
amorout affefions 
MERSILV A. 


Having thus finiſhed her Letter; ſhe flood in 
doubt to ſend him, fearing left the rceeit thereof 
might redound to the diſadvantage of her fame: 
But atlaſt ſounding the depth of her affection by 
che mutability of her fancies, and the foundation 
of her love hy the allurement of her liking : And 
Ending her ſelf to be inſpired with the flames of 
Citherea, the inſtantly reſolved {deſpight all con- 
trary oppoſition) to proſecute her purpoſe, by 
vereue of which reſolution ſubſcribing to her Lex» 
ter, ſhe forthwith delivered him to — Page to 
convey him to Plivio; who es « diligent ſervant 
made ſpeedy way, that in fhort time he arrived to 
the Palace, where Plivio was then refident, and 
ailing his 

Bonnet, 


4 
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Bonnet, he forthwith accomp iſhed his Ladies com- 
mand, Plivionot knowing from whom it came, 
very buſily unript the Seals, and ſo without fur- 
ther prolixity of literature-Introduttion, he di- 
refted his ſight to the Signers name; where finding 
the conſonants of Mer/ilve to be charactered, whe- 
ther his thoughts were then obſcured with divine 
conceits, or his breaſt repleniſhed with many ra- 

# vithing contemplations : I refer the cenſure there» 
of to thoſe Gallants which have likewiſe enjoyed 

| the eſſence of the like ſacred tenuity : Yet fureI am, 
thatthe fight of this divine preſent did not onely 
ſolace our diſpairfull Plivio, but likewiſe infuſed 

a ſudden encouragement to his tormented malady; 

that imbracing the Epiſtle in his hand, he very often 

Liſt the Nectar - oracle of Merſilva's name, and with 

many pearled tears, ſeconded with affectionate 

| fighs, inſtantly paid thereof the Bien venue. But at 
| laſt, calling his — to A retreat, and ſound- 
ing che drum of Diſcretion to refreſh his ſenſes, he 
| orderly mounted the ſteps of the Letters preamble, 
| and ſo with the Sun again defcending , overviewed 
| fincerely thereof the ſubſtance; which being not 
contrived to his humours complexion, nor com- 
otted after the faſhion of his diſtempered fancy, 

| inftantly raged and ſtormed, as it the demonſtra- 
| tion: of his fumes were ro be prefented upon the 
| Theatre ot folly ; ſometimes he would Ramp, and 
| in a moment Rare, as if his brains had been beſotted 
wich a lunatick frenſie; then curſe Cupid becauſe 
be was contrary to his enterpriſe; and yet inſtart- 
ö 
) 


ly yield many millions of thanks to gracious Ve- 


Wis 
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nus for inveſting him a ſervant to ſo ſweet a Miſtreſs, 
when repeating the name of Merfilva, he would 
thereat quietly fir down and ſlumber, as though 
the Deity of that ſacred word had ſome charming 
authority to lul him aſlecp; and again riſe, and 
with detef}able reproaches rebuke his eyes, becauſe 
they ſo unfortunately anchored upon the Sand of 
Merſitoa's Beauty. The Page being all this while 
ſpectator of Plivic's tormented — know - 
ing that it was onely his Miftreſſc Mer ſilva's refuſal, 
Which begirt him in that 1 inſtantly 
(leaving him to his paſſions) departed, when be- 


ing arcrived to his Miſtreſſes preſ-nce, he falled not 
in the high:& degree to depaint her the manifefta- 
tion of the Gent lemans malady; as alſo the melan- 
choly humor of his perplexed calamity. Which 
Merplva no ſooner underftood , but being afreſh 
Inflamcd wich his affection, ſhe very ſuddenly in 
her Princely breaſt conceived a motion of remorſez 


being exceedingly ſorry that her occafion ſhould 
adminiſter the _ of his aggravation : when ſe» 
— her (elf from company, ſhe betook her to 

er Cloſer (reſolving to breath out her paſſions to 
her alone)where ſhe was no ſooner arrived, but the 
Princeſſe Atbelia knocking at the doore, came to 
—— the time with her, as alſo to invite her ſelf 
for that night her Bedfellow. Merſilva ſmothering 
up her ſorrows under the mask of a merry counte» 
nance, bade her (outwardly ) welcome (For her in- 
ward contemplatlons ranged upon the Idea of Pli- 
vio) And ſo they with familiar dalliance, and 


friendly conference deluded i time, till moe 
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bein done, and the skies overvail'd wich the cano- 
py of obſcure night, they both betook themſelves 
to their Bed; where both, but (eſpecially Mer/ilva) 
pt with a watchful countenance, (as having their 
conceits tracing upon their Favoiirices perfections. 
Till ſplendent Aurora, the joyful meſſenger of Pbæ- 
bus, had no ſooner in combate conquered the vaſtal 
Night, and fo given che (able Clouds a valorous 
overthrow; but radiant Titan tranſpiercing his 
dart; through their Damask · curtains, early in the 
morn, made Merſilva ariſe; who without any notPle 
(leaving Atbelia in bed) apparelled her ſelf, direct- 
ing her courſe to the Fields, when circumferencing 
divers pleaſant Meadows , ſhe at laft arrived to a 
fragrant Mountain, where not onely finding thar 
the Spring did preſent her with a delicious um- 
brage, but alſo that Pbæbus had there exhzled the 
Balmy-drops from the face of Flora ſhe very love- 
Iy (on che verdant grafle) moſt majeftically lays 
ed her down, (having a buſh of Eglantine branches 
(interlaced with Couſlips) in her hand, not onely 
to repulſe the Rayes of ardent Olympus, but alſo 
to keep off the Gnats and Bees which delighted 
to range upon the bloomy Roſes of her Damask- 
cheeks; wher- penſively 8 wich her 
Tenfes,ſhe at laſt breathed out theſe ſpeeches : 


AH Merſilvalhow are thy conceits now ſuddenly 
A caught in the ſnares of affe&ion ! and how are 
thy delightful pleaſures now diverted to amoro us 


-paſſions! Can the model of thy capacity , which 
heretofore could receive 2 impreſſion, become now 


tractable 
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tractable to receive any print? and muſt thy tendes 
breaſt be ſo ſoon given over to affeRion ? 


Which words ſhe had no ſooner uttered, but ca- 
Ring aſide her fight, ſhe might very plainly perceive 
der (unexpected) Plivio approach, wherereat ex- 
ccedingly bluſhing ( becauſe ſuch fortunate news in» 
charmed her purpled blood to affewble) ſhe imme 
diatcly prepared herſelf to entertain him; who be- 
ang arrived (as the Præludium of his blisfulnefle) 
imboldned himſelf to kiſſe her, wherein he ſo exqul. 
fitcly dclighred,that he abſolutely reſolved, her cos 
ral lips had attractive power, on ſo ſweet à ſoyls 
to make his domeſtical demeurʒ but at laft recalling 
his ſenſes (though unwilling to depart from ſo ſi- 
ered a ſolact) and fitting her down on a proper 
bank) which the Lady a bad made the more plez 
ſaut in beſto wing for his recogniſance a uerdanth- 
very) regarding her very lovingly, and fraini 
her modcfly by her Lily hand, at laſi though affe 
on à long time had made his tongue filent) with 
a trembling Rhetorical voice he laid his fiege iy 
this ſore. 


M* betutiſul Merſilva! My humane eyes fo 
ſooner reflected their aſpeQts upon the _ 

ſoyle of your divine beauty, but I immediately fe 
my breaſt inſpired with the ſudden flames of Toy 
/ Citberea; the which in reſpect my abrupt Epi 
can hardly relate, I am now on purpoſe come 10 
preſent my feithful ſervice to your ſacred benignity 
proteſting that in heart I alone adore your enquire 
, 


= on wy A Go 
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ſelf, uche Celeftial Image to whom I bind and con- 


9 Þ I 2 I - 
ſecrate my earthly devotions: therefore, faire Mer- 
filva, I beſeech you to return my Love affeRion, my 
Courteſie kindneffe, and my Suit acceptance, that 
triumphing over fortune, I may give deſpaire a 
farewel, & ſo again cheriſh my afflified hope, with 
the joy which your delectable ſelf ſhall ingendecin 
my more then joytul imaginations. 


.. Merſilva well noting with what zealous aſſecti- 
on he pronounced his ſpecches, could inſtantly 
have found in her heart to condiſcend to his ſo 
reaſonable requeſt, but (though tranſported with 
Loue) thinking ſo ſoone to yield, were in her fex 
a point of imprudency , ſhe at laſt framed him this 
anſwer. | 


LIVIO! The ſaiteſt flowers do commonly 
harbour the fowleſt waſps; and where the 
ſtream ſeemeth moſt delectable, it is often moſt dan- 

ous ; ſweet words are but counterfeit ſhadowes 
b deceit; and when the skye ſeemeth cleere, it 
commonly preſegeth a ſlorm, Men in theſe dayed 
reſemble the pictures of Fanus, which can fit a co- 
four for every countenance, and a fancie for every 


your z-therefore az I will truſt none, ſol mean 


not to try any; leſt repofing confidence unadyvi- 
fedly, I buy repentance too deare, and ſo diſereti- 
on comming too late, cry peccavi out of ſeaſon. 
Diana maxims in my capacity are not ſo ſoone e- 
wvaporated, neither will I ſo prejudice my quality 
aa to account Venus my 582 in the — 
12 2 


ah # 
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of experience I daily fee the downfal- of divers, in 
reſpect wherepf, by others harms I mean to be 
ware. Therefore, Plivio, if thou leaveſt thy ſuit, | 
will perchance love thee as a friend; or, if the 
egutrary, aſſuredly hate thee as an enemy, | 


Plivio perceiving his Saint to fight alwayes un- 
der the Banner of cruelty, (as alſo that ſhe held 
his fidelity in ſuſpe&t) Having his tofticated Muſe 
ingulph'd in the Occan of perplexity , did a lo 
time remain ſilent; but again reflecting his rega 
upon the daintineſſe of her (excell ing) beauty, he 
rouling his ſpirits, anſwered her as followeth. 


V VII faire Merſilva, one Swallow makes not 

a Summer; nor doth forepaſt matters in- 
clude future maxims : Affection cometh by deftiny, 
not by device; and is therefore natural, not arti-· Ir 
ficial; it is hard to cenſure of my qualities by o- 
thers conditions, and very difficult to judge o — 
affections by others infidclity ; therefore beca 
you miſtruſt that many circumſtances over valle in- 
conftancy, Iwill ceaſe onely with this ſincere pro- 
teſtation; That my Love to Merſilua is firm, not 
fickle; faithful, not fained; and fo grounded up- 
on the rock of immoveable, intire amity, that ad 
my dayes ſhall demonſtrate wy perpetual affection, 
ſo my death ſhall teſliſie my immortal Fidelity, 


Merſilva underſtanding this his conſtant reſolu- 
tion, ( as being penetrated to the quick with the 


datt of Cupid) immediately bluſhed inſuch amo- 
rous 
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rous ſort ; that ſhe could ſcarſe refrain from con- 
deſcending to his demand ; but at laſt danting her 
Vermilion - complexion with a modeſt counte- 
nance; the briefly returned him this ſharp Reply. 


VV Plidio, it i> high time to impoſe a con- 
cluſion to our conference, ſince the theam 


iſe {whereon you, defcant proceedeth from folly; for if 
you conjecture that my conceits will ſtoop to tte 
4 alluring) bait of Love, you dect ive your Hope 


ith a vain abſurd imagination, and onely wich 
he Maſtiffs of Cirum bark againſt the Moone. What 
—— ſpeake, I in heart inwardly preſup- 


ot poſe; therefore ground the Anchors of your ſpeech 
in- Nin the ſands of ſilence; and preſume not to pre- 
5 ent her wich che Pils of your Love, which cftecras 
d. not any way of your afſection. 

o- 

nyll Here perplexed Plivio was on the point to an- 


ſwer her Poetry. But Merſilva perceiving by the 
mutability of his countenance, to what harbour 
jeftill directed his courſe; very ſuddainly wich- 
our taking Conge, departed ; where leaving him 
to his perplexicics, and her to her paſſions, we will 
ora while erre from their proceedings, and a lit- 
ecntreat of Priuce Medors adventures. 


G 3 (Prince 
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” gotten the good will of the Princeſſe Floring, 

A. and ſetled his affe&ion in the ſoyles of he 
memory, was in the prime ofhis hope and entrang 
of his expectation {-nftrated by King Agenor her 
Father, becauſe he utterly denied to match 
Daughter with him, in reſpect of an ancient quarrel 
between Medors Father and himſelf. So that Me: 
ſeeing he could not obtain his purpoſe, nor ſo 
much as confer re with his deſired Flor, ¶ becau 
the King her Father had to that effect conveyed he 
ſecretly to the Country, he immediately ( perwię 
ing his Capaciy with Honour) reſolved for 
whiles to travel, hoping that the influence of tin 
would raze out the reſidence of the Kings indign 
tion: So as aſſummoning his wits to appeare bs 
fore the Theatre of Diſcretion, heat laſt determine 
by Sea to voyage to the Iſle of Madagaſcar , there ti 
remain with his Uncle Duke Alphonſo. But yet, 
departing without Conge of his Saint , ſhe might 
meritoriouſly rebuke him of ingratitude, hed 
termined to fend her a Letter: and ſo taking i 
and paper, the tears ſtanding in his eyes, he wrot 
to this effect. | 


To the moſt fair Princeſſe FPLORINa, 
Fiernal Contentation. 


cet Deſtim reſolving to metamorpbeſ 
— Note into U i — bath 22 0 


P Rince Medor, as before you have heard, having 


eee erde Se 
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infigated the King your Father, to bind bis inveflive me- 
er againſt our mrigcency : Fo that dear Florins) 1 
ing dal depart, and being conſtrained to loſe the paradiſe of 
ing, thy angelical per ſonage , live, I hnow not where in the 
hers -- eren of exati Hell; Oh Camelion Fortune! me 
Ke _— any thing but in abſn'd infidelity! How can I 
e without fixing mine eyes upon the Beauty of fairs 
EFlorina ? andlofing ber ight, bow can I demeure 
reef} #9# vainearth, without drowning my ſelf in the briuſh 
els 1ears which diſtill from the Conduit of mine eye? But 
ol Veb (fair 2 i my fortune, nay unfortunate for- 
tane, becauſe the Gods in the Synod of their TOES 
hel Love impoſed it for a period to commence my miſery z "nay 
pig) were then ſo, I think ratified it for a plague to impale me 
"ll Pithin the —— of endleſſe diſconſolation. 
But ſweet (Florina!) in what deſelate place ſoever I 
|} ered! my reſidence, my contemplations ſhall range upon the 
be Lea of your Beauty, and my Capacity ruminate upon the 
nomie of your per fectiont: For in the Cloſet of my 
diftempered breaft I willeſtabLſÞ the Image of your ſweet 
Perſonage ; and daily upon the Altar of Love ſacrifice 
fealding ſighs, in teſtimonial of my immovable affettong 
Therefore, beavenly Paragon of my Capacity, andearthly 
| Bneen of my imaginations, pluckup your courage from the 
profundity of ſorrow, and reſolve, that maugre the treg« 
chery of fortame, or the cruelty of the fates, I will ſhortly 
return, and defþight deſtiny crown our amity with the tris 
ampb of contentation, Therefore, ſweet Florina, if 
in 1 am bleſt by enjoying the celeſtial ſubſtance of yam 
— preſence, Iwill reſt & T am (end till death mean to 
be) that i ever canſtunt te Florina, or ares faitbleſſa 
to my ſelf. Your vowed and d:voted 
Wenn | G4 Kervant Meder. 


if 
15 


83 THE FLOWER 
Which having ended, he forthwith delivered te 


a Gentleman of his to convey ; and ſo at Galathig 
finding a ſhip ready to ſct ſajl for Madagaſcar, he 
immediately therein departed ; where being a long 
time floating upon the back of Nereus, and having 
paſt the Iſle of Maio Cape Verd, and Cape bone fortune, 
he was at laſt betwixt the Bay St. Anne and Iſle Fer- 
nando, overtaken by a cruel tempeſtuous ſtorm; 
which continuing along time, forced them to top 
at L Golpho Delfei in Aſrica; where getting the 
ſhore,” and finding himſelf weak by reaſon of his 
ſea · ſickneſſe, he inſtantly vowed there to make his 
demeur, and ſo taking leave of his ſhip-maſter, 
and beſtowing his liberality upon the Company, 
he there betook himſelf (as aforeſaid) to erect his 
refidence; till at laſt being 2dvertifed ty a Merchant 
of Tormane,that the Court of Zanſara was the Ren- 
dezvouz of the flower of Chivalry, he determi- 
ned thither to travel: In which journey, ſome 
ten Leagues from the Court, by chance ftraying 
into a Forreſt, and arriving to a ſolitary Cottage, 
whoſe firuation in all things correſponded with 
his diftaſtcful paſſions, he (all prepoſitions to the 
contrary) reſolved there to make his abode; the 
better ro delude the doleſul time whiles he was ab- 
ſent from his fair Florina, (For to a lover ſeparated 
from his Saint, there is nothing ſo greeable, as ſo- 
litarineſſe, which alwaycs prſents him opportu- 


Aity to record his amouro''s paſſions apart.) And 


the better to mask his ſecrecy from the fighe of 
neighbouring ſpectators, he ſhrowded himſelf in 
« ermites weed, ſeeming outwardly to all paſſen- 


ke 


OF FIDPLITY. 3g 


pers, the chief inhabitant of that vaſt. ll Grove; 
where forgetting his former dignity, and ſolacing 
bimſelf with the remembrapce of bis fair Florina, 
healong time lived as a man which had forfaken 
thealluring jollities of this fickle world, devoted 
his ſoul to the onely enjoying of celeſtial felicicies, 
But love which ill pierced him to the quick (with 
the beauty of his Miſtreſſe) would not fo abandon 
this her amorous favourite, bur ſo tyrannouſly in- 
toſticated his conceits with ardent flames of aſſe- 
&ion, that thinking to ſleep, Cupid would permit 
Morpheus no entertainment; but enforced him di- 
vers times to ariſe, and pourtray forth his paſſions 
in affirmation of his fidelity : where amongft many 
Sonnets and Elogies which he penned in memory 
of his abſent Florina, I will not omit to relate 
theſe three following ; becauſe they are partly in- 
cident to the accompliſhing of this our Hiftory. 

The firſt he framed in an-arboury adjoyningto 
his Hermitace, which diſplayes the Beauty of his 
Saint, to chis effect following : 


The pifure of Florina fair, 

Within my breaſt deth finely ſpring 
Her lovely ſelf and beauty rare 

Unto my 11 ſes joyes doth bring. 


Her ſweet delightful colour pure, 

Unto my throbbed thoughts doth ſend 
Some hope of conſtant love ſecure, 

dich dainty Love I ſtill attend. 
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Her conſtant Eyes like Starres moſt bright, 
Deth alwayes ſhine within my minde. 
He: Lily bew and lovely ſtaht 
Printed mithin my breaft I find. 


Her cherry-Cheekz of taint moſt fair, 
In ſnow white fields doth lurk, and lie 


Her coral Lips like paſtures rare 
. Dothforce me there for food to flee. 


Her azured Veins like Rivers pure 


u 


Through dainty ſoyls deth fleet and run, 
Her ſlender Wafte did ſoon procure 
My ſtedfaſt love long ſince begun. 


Her ſpeech moſt ſweet unto my mind 
At all times eaſe for grief doth ſend ; 
Her pretty pace, behaviour kind, 
Likewiſe ſome ſhew of love doth lend. 


Her modeſt grace, Vermilion hue, 
Like Elaret- colour fair doth ſhew ; 
Her ſelf, ber ſigbt, and ſmiles mo}} true, 
In love with ber did meke me grow. 


Her Beauty fair «t firft eſpie 
Inforc'd my mind ber ſelf to lone: 
Therefore Florina, till I die, 
Moſt canſtant to your ſelf Ile prove. 


The ſceond, approving his Conftancy, he ed 
his Cloſer which was as followerh - > 1 | 
iT | | * 
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Tien little Birds, flie ſwiftly to my Dear, 
And there — my faithfall conſtancy : 
Tell ber, my loyal Love ſÞall firm appear, 
And whiles I tive, all others I defie : 
Unfold my minde, and make her know for ſure , 
Her Grace and Beauty did my Love procure. 


Ten whiſtling Winds, go tell my Miſtreſſe fair, 
That fill tit! death ber Beauteows ſelf I love; 
Diſcloſe to ber, that firſt her taint moſt rare 
ToCupids lure my tender Breaſt did move: 
Vow, ſwear and plead by right of reaſons law, 
That firſt ber fight my Breaſt to love did draw. 


Tou Sun-bright Beams of Phœbus fplendant light, 
When with your golden Haire through azured Skies 
Tou wipe the Dew from dainty flowers bright z 
Go tell my Miſtreſſe, that her piercing Eyes 
At firſt prop ed did ſo my heart inchain, | 
That conftant to her ſtil I muſt remain. 


Tou pleaſant Flowers which in fair Gardens ſpring, 
Relate unto my ſweeteſt Saint maſt fair, 
That ftilf ber abſcence deth annayes me bring, 
And alwayes doth my joy with grief impair : 
Go plainly tell ibat when I loſe ber ſight, 
My Sun is ſoon obſeur'd with derkeſome night. 


Tou ſtately Woods, inform my Phoenix faire, 
That on your lofty verdant trees moſt tall, 

I beve — 5 ull Pen, wel elſewhere, 
Engrav'd ber name which firſt did work my r 
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And written for her ſake full many a rime, 
In dainty morn of lady May's ebief prime. 


Tou Valleys fair; in midſt whereof doth run 
Sweet ſilver ſtreams of dainty water pure: 
Go tell my goddeſſe, that my love bepun, 
Till death, and Iſter death muſt needs eudure, 
Run ſwiftly, run, and ſwear, till final end, 
A thouſand fighes for ber ſweet ſake I ſend. 


The third is the deſcription of a Dream, which 
he in his ſleep conceived to this effect: 


N ben darksom night began to veſt apace 
Her Ulie Mantle on the Sun-bright day 
When Clouds obſcure reſolv'd to run their race, 
And with the pale-fac,d-Moon to ſport and play; 
Lo then, even then as lumbering on my Bed, 
A lovely Dream ore-whelm'd my drowſie bead. 


Me thought I ſaw my Florina fair 
Sitting alone inprincely modeft ſort, 
* Within the circuit of a golden Chaire 
Where with ber tears ber beavenly haire did port, 
In night attire, a Coif of Holland pure, | 
| FPhereas ſbe ſigb d, and ſometimes ſlept ſecure. 


MA Cloke of milk-white Damaſk did ſbe beare 
All lin d with azured Satt in end for end 
Aud likewiſe under that, a robe did wear 
Of bluſbing ckarlet, which did to me ſend 


bu 
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The fight (fair fight ) of Velvet Sli 
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Her Colour pale, and yet us Chryſtal clear, 
Did freſhly ſhine within her Angel jace z ;. 
Fer cherry Lips whereon delight did pear, 
Again did deck ber hue with lovely grace; 
Grace ſo compleet, as Art can never blame, 
Nor once the like Dame nature may not frame. 


And yet amid ſt her Lily Cheeks did ſpring 
A bloomy Roſe of Crymſon ſanguine bue; 
Which ſight unto my gladſom breaſt did bring 
Celeſtial joys, which did my hea t ſubdue. 
Her fplendant Eyes like Stars divinely bright, 
Did ſbine moſt fair, within my fancies ſigbt; 


Sight which did force my trembling ſelf to trace 
Unto the preſence of my beautions Dear, 
Where when ſhe ſaw me with a princely grace 
She rous'd ber ſpirits, yet frauphted with ſome fear, 
Beganto ſigh, ith midſt ber fighes did ſay, | 
Ob, welcome Mædor ! Feare fly now away. 


And then me thought, Oh ! I with arms outfpread . 
Dia ſoftly take my faire Florina binde, 
Andlaid ber on ber dainty maiden Bed | 
Whereto in honeſt ſort I alwayes lin d, - 
And gave ber many a time a chatte (weet kiſſe, ', . , © 


Which then was ſole contentment of my bliſſe ; 


in bere. 
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Whereas fbe ſoon with lovely tears did pra, 
And praying bluſb d, and bluſhing pray'd again 
That 1 would then Dame Honours beſts oba), 
And from all Venus toyes my ſehj refrain: 
Fhereto at firſt, I ſoon did cendeſcend, 
And ſo in talk we both the time did ſpend. 


At laſt in trembling ſort, ſhe faltering ſaid, 
Fince (Parma )now thou baftperform'd my will. 
And inſtantiy my dear command obay d, 
No doubt hereafter thou ſbalt joy thy fill: 
For Jove will grant, where men aright require, 
In boneft ſort their chiefeſt bearts deſire. 


F hich having ſaid, away ſbe clean did fade, 
Mite from my ſight in twinkling of an eye, 
Hnd fo from ſiumbering ſleep mine eyes ſoon made 
freſb Aurora quickly to eſpie : 
ben day was come, Thnew'twas but a Dream, 
Mbereaf the thought doth breed me woes extream. 


Ti weretoo tedious to relate from point to point 


the auſtere life which Prince Medor in this ſolis 
tary Grove led. Therefore let this ſuffice : That 
being d with ardent affection, he finally vow» 
ed to devote the pilgrimage of his dayes to Floring's 
ſervice, & proteſted to adore her as the ſacred Dei - 
tie to whom he dedicated the generality of his ter- 
reſtrial deyotions. Therefoft leaving him to his 
diſconſolate living, and his tormented Concelts to 
be ſolaced by patience z We will again intreat what 
befell Prince Thatme, and his fair Athelig. 
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HALMO, as you have heard, perceiving his 
Atbelia to be alwayes devoted to cracky, and 

conjecturing with himſelf chat ſhe trĩum· 
— of his martyrdows, being ovcreome with 
re, and traughted with affection, could reap no 
ao = Conceits, _ * Was _ fortunate 
roſpecting the object of her fiagular Beauty. 
80 that — to ſpeak wich her, and knowing 
her in the next adjoyning Arbour, he boldly ad- 
vancing bis pace, ſaluted her in this ſort. 


Ott fair Athelie? the nature of Plane. 
have each his Influence: and therefore 1 « 
of purpoſe come, to know whether yuu are divert» 


ed from your accuſtomed cruelty. 


Atbelia blaſhing to ſee Theimo preſent ; yet ſha» 


doing her love under the mask of coyneſſe, very 


ſoon returned kim this ſharp Anfwer ; 


Ond Tbalme | If Planets have power to tranf- 
form manners, then I hope your old Folly is 


metamorphoſed to new Diſcretion. For my part, 
I remain as I waz accuftomed; and if you the Pike? 


then as you came uplook'd for , you may depary 
when you pleaſe, | 


Thalmo ſeeing he was fo. per 1 rily anſwered, 
proſecuted his purpoſe in this fort BYowing : 


W fair ow — ona from the birch 
| fal 
* & aſpe& by — 


Fl 


had left behind her; whereunto very often ſmel- 
this enſuing Ditty. 
| Say Crimſon- Roſe and dainty Dafadil, 


Did not ber fight 


c | Te | + : : — 
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become now to your Deity inconflant Or would 
ou counſel me to divert my forepaſt affection igto 
ure hatred? 


* 


Whereunto Mthelia replyed : 


Halmo, thy hatred doth. more pleaſe me then 
' & thy affection, and yet I care little for both, 
and for thy (elf leffe. 


Thalmo being ready to an ſwer her, was inſtantly 
by Levina her Gentlewoman prevented, who came 
of purpoſe to attend her Miſtreſſe; the which) no 
ſooner eſpied, but vailing his Bonnet with 4 ſor- 
rowful reſolution he departed, raging againſt Cupid 
In reſpe& he had predeſtinated him to ſerve ſo cru- 
el a Miftreſſe: when walking apart in a private place 
there next adjoyning, he eſpied his Saint Athelia to 
dire& her courſe to the Court: by vertue whereof 
re- entring the Arbour, and hying himſelf to the 
Bower, he there eſpied A Noſegay which Athelid 


hearlaſt, at ſo fantaſtical a Subject, indiced 


Pitb Violet blew; 
Since you hav ſeen the Beauty of my Saint, 
Andehe ber view: : 

(fair fight) you lovely fill L 
With delight 15 


Of GoddeſſeWPgce and Angels ſacred taint ſec 
In fine moſt bright ? 


EI 


OF FIDELITY. 97 


$9; folden Prim · roſe, ſanguine Couſlip faire, 


With Pinck moſt fine 

Since jon beheld tbe Vijage of my Deer, 

Ad Des divine : i R 

Did not ber rlaby Front, and gliftering Hair, 
With Chehs moſt ſweet, 

Jo gloriouſly like Damazk flowers appear, 
The gods to greet ? 


| Say, now-white Lib, Beckled Git flower, 


With Daiſie gay; 
Since you bade viewed the Queen of my) defire, 
In brave array: 
Dit not ber Ivory Paps, fair Venus Bower, 
Nil beavenlyg/ce 
Of Juno's grace, conjure you to require 
Her face to ſee ? . 


$5 Roſe, fo Daffadil, end Violet blew, 

Pub Primeroſe faire; 

Since you have ſeen my Nymphs ſweet daittty-face, 

___ Andyeſtmrerae: | 

Did not, bright Couſlip, bloomy Pinth, ber view 
White Lily, ſbine, 

4b Gilly-flowers, and Daiſie, with a grace ! 
Like Stars divine ? 


Having thus breathed out his Paſſion upon the 
fragrant Noſe-gay , and yet cherewich nothing ap- 
lauſed, continually burning in conceit, to ſee his 
re Atbelia abſent ; he ar laſt; reſolved to ſinde hir 
ſecttetly in her Cloſet: N very penſively enter. 


ing, 
, 3 
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ing, and not ſeeing her there, finding her Standiſh 
on the Table directly open; he on à fair Paper, 
which of purpoſe he brought wich him, iodited 
this enſuing Sonnet: 


Earths onely Phenix, Map of Modeſty, 
Angel of grace, pute Paragon-of praiſe : - 

Ab, from your breaſt now baniſh cruetty, 
That yet in fine,Jome bope I may eraiſe! 


Fair Saint, bright ſoveraign of my tender breaſt. 
Sweet Nymph, dear darling of heavens Deity, 

How may my Muſe with endleſſe grief oprreſt 
Diſplay the pourtract᷑ of my miſery! 


Ab ſure, my Maſe, mr yet Parhafſus train 
Cannot relate my burning hearts deſire ;; 

Beceauſe in Beauties fire I do remain, ( roy. 
Fire, which I fear will lifeand breaft de- 


Will lovely fire deſtroy both life and all? 

Then welcome death ſweet actor of my eaſe : 
Ab on thy ſacred influence I call , 

Becau {e thy tortures beſt my mind doth pleaſe. 


Come Death! elſe, Dear, inveſt-wy ſuit with Love; 
« With Love which of your ſelf I do implore, 
That ſo your bafſull ſweet cunjtnt may move 
- Joye' $ Deity my- life for to reſtore. 


" Blſeminion of my thoughts, fat Sens found. it 
 Eorewel my joy; ny breaſts ſweet extaſie, * 


And Cupid to the world nom weeping tel, 
That firm and conſtant to my Nymph I die. 


The which having ended, he very zealouſſy kift3 
and doubting whether ſhe; would. for that night 
have occaſion to uſe her Standiſh, took the Sonnets 
and laid it fairly on her milk-white Pillow; where 
falling on his knees, and praying that his ſervice 
might be accepted, he ex tempore (as having his Muſe 
p ewed with the Chryſtaline water of Aganippe)to 

imſelt uttered theſe Verſes. - 


Imperial Cupid! on whoſe ſbrine 
I dopreſent my Paſions rage, 
Aud to whoſe Altar I reſign | 

My faithful love, which I engage 
Here on my knees I thee require, 
That my Achelia now may find 
This baſpful Sonnet,whoſe deſire, 
Is to enjoy an anſwer kind: 
And let bis fight have perfed leave : 
Her cruel Breaſt to mollifie ; 
That my pretence may once receive 
Some ſacred ſign of amitie. 


. Which words pronounc'd, he(giving ker dainty 
Chamber a ſolemn Conge) immediately directed his 
courſe tothe Court; where he was no ſooner ars 
rived, but a ſuperbious Page apparell-d in crim- 
ſon, ich a lofty reſolution, delireted him 
cond ee Sir, Prince Alnionmy maſler, H- 
= of the love thou beareſt. che Prineeſſe 


45 0 


100 THE FLOWER | 
Athclia (affecting her brauty more firmly than thy 
ſelf) proteſteth his V. lour thy Rival; and to the 
intent thou ſh-lt know his courzgious de ermina · 
tion, he hath by me ſent thee this reſolute defiance, 
Which 1 here d liver thee, The which Tbalmo o- 
pening found to this eff. & therein contained: 


Hou proud Arabian ! Being ly the wind of «true 

repert informed of thy aſpiring affeions ; and ſreing 
thon tel eſt the Lady Auhelia, to be thy Saint, which the 
world inowett; I bave (wb benour) ſo long ſerved My 
courage diſdaining te digeſt ſo upleaſunt a diſgrace, bath 
by vertue thereof ſent thee this def ance, commanding 
thee, that as thou pretend-ft thy love to Athelia faith- 
fu, tbey alone in the Ceſtle trench after Dinner (with 
thy Napier drawn ) meet me, where I will teach thy 
lewdneſſe to c1oſſe my Love, and makg thee know, that 
in elf things, thou baſt abuſed thy ſuperionr : Aud 
ſo empeing thy anſwer , together with thy acteprynce, I 


Thy mortal Foe, 
Almion Prince of Calexis. 


Thalms wondering to hear ſuch unexpeRted news, 
and yer diſdaining to be otabraved by any Tanferian 
-Seigmior,” boldly by his own Page returned him this 


antwer : 


Y/ andy (Almion) by the tem of | 
'V that for my Love te Athelia, ther pri we 
Combate;, Know that my nature is fucb, thet I df 
fer le ſabe 10 refuſe any; and ſo in token of 1 

— 1 e 
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badge of his Cicilion Blade : but in &n 
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þ berewith ſend thee my Cantlet; aſſuring thee that if 
T live, I will at the time and place aJigned meet thee, To 
demonſtrate that my affedlien it ſuch to Athelia , that 
whilefh I live, I will dedicate my love to ber Service; end 
neither thy valour (nor fear of death) (bell raſe ber re- 
ſemblance «ut of my memory : and ſo charging thee not to 
fail te accompliſh thy Promiſe; I in Lope thereif re- 
main, Thy profeſſd Enemy, 
Thalms, 


The Combat (as you have heard) being appoint- 
ed, and the houre come, Thalme according to bis 
promiſe failed not to preſent himſelf; where, in 
cad of meeting his Riyal Alien, he was (theic) 
very treacherouſly encountered by a crew ot deſpe- 
rate Ruffians, which (of purpoſe) were there by 


| Alnion placed in an Ambuſcado to deſtroy bim; 


who ſec ing th y fo fiercely approached him, in- 
Antly began to fic himſelf to defend their fury; 
where with a magnaninous courage he: dealt ſuch 
gallant blows amongft them, that ar fi ft, not able 
to endure his manhood, they were generally for- 
ced to retire ; but after ſtretching thei Veins, and 
redoubling their frength, they very valourouſly 
(as being deſperate ſervants) fle w upon him, here 
they ſo manſully behaved ihemſelves thet Tbalre 
notable co withſtand their force, was glad to cerire, 
and take the Coſtle wall for his defence; where he 
ſo valiant ly behaved himſelf, chat 
of their treachery, he made man 


bearing (way , and their number maſter be 
5 H z ne Ne 
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unfortunately received many dangerous wounds; 
from whence ſuch abundance of his Vermil-blood 
diftilled, that finding his body weak, atid' f&Ting 
his ſenſes fail him, thinking there was no way but 
death, falling to the ground, and gaſping as he 
thought his laſt, he in memory of his dear Athelia 
breathed out theſe ſpeeches : ? 


Lo now my blood ſpall teſtifie 
To ſweet Atheliq's amitie, 

How con ant Thaſkac did remain, 
ben death his life almoſt did gain. 


But now remiatk'how'fortuhe never falleth to 
aſſiſt fidelity! For Thalmo had ho ſooner uttered 
theſe his ſpeeches, But Printe Plibib be ing there in a 
ſlumber behind a Bank next adjoyning, hearing the 
name of That repeated, immeiately ſtarted uy; 
aid ſeeipg the Prince his Couſm ro be in danger 


yu t theſe ragetnl Rufflans, very ſuddenly (a 
aving his breaſt inſpired wirt part of bie A bös 
-ares calamities )ſtept to his aſſiſtunce: where making 
way with his fwerd;he again lifted him on his feet, 
and fo pray ing his Couſin to be of courage, fiept 
to his Adverſarter, whete he'diſttiBired ſueh valb- 
rous payment amongſt them, rr. they be. 
ing ſome fled, and the reſt vingn ecz he triumph 
antly remained Conquerour: Which no” ſooner 
de had finiſhed, but' with his heſt art Binding up his 
Confins wounds, he immediately conveyed him ro 
_ "2'skilful Chyratgton there inext adyoyn ng, com- 
manding him to dreſſe him wich all care * in- 
ry 


OF-FIDEETTT. 163. 


73 And ſo recovering a gallant Contſer, he 
eedily poſt.d to the Court, and advertifing Atbelia 
at theſe ſorrowſul news, ſhe thereat (as being in 
ng | Fonceit (lain) immediately fell ro the gronnd in a 
mar trance. Plivio ſeeing the arrival of this unexpected 
he ravical accicknt, bethought himſelf what was 
ere to be done; and ſo at laſt calling his Lunatic 
K the throne of Diſcretĩon, he imployed 
his beſt dlligence for the recovery of the Lady which 
ler ſoon, he effected, praying her to be of good 
oral 


- . 


C £ fort, for that there, was no doubt to be made 
Thal health, The Princeſſe being therewith 
$licrle qualified, for a whiles appeaſed her felt; yet 
continually weeplng to tee him ſaffer ſuch; (pain- 
to 9 5 miſery for her ſake (and knowing it was her 
red #ffzQion Which induced him to endure ſo deſperate 
* a hazard): bethinking how to comport her {elf-in 
the 0. tragical an enterpriſe, at laſt (ſhedding full, man 
ia, his memory) ſhe reſolved by his friend 
rf Fleet 9 bim a kind Letter, which ag a Pre- 
(a ſervative-V ares ſhould conſolate him in his 
; calling for pen and paper ſhe wrote 


5 Fo defolarg 14 LMO Salutat ions. 


1 "Ha | o! If thou marve] to ſee the appearance of this 
er;, why, reſolve, it was the news of thy me 

h 

1 


1m er '? "1 ” ; 
tyne which bath cauſed my effeZTion to put pen to paper; 
1 pb 74 niſhed my ſenſes with a 


e be hel, 
4 : 


ra with. « len, nor Hy 


775 Ever right-well 15 there dre almoſt na Rare heres 
n 
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able but bath been ſaluted with a figh. Before mine 
ei, me tbinls, paraſius detb naturally preſent me wah 
the phy ſnomy of thy miiſo tyme ; and in the Cloſet of my 
conceit, Apel les preffereth me the Idea of thy agprivation 
which untimely tragical proſped doth ſo pierce to the pro· 
ſmndity of my ſenſes ſorrowſul imagination, that 1 a 
melt into fears, in that my obſurd occaſion ſhould be the 

. Adminiſter of thy prejudicial Accident. Tet, valerow 
Thalmo! fince it is none but Athelia that is the ovigi= 
nal Attreſſe of thy misfortune ; why, in courteſre , know 
that to the Confines of my power I wiſ refear:b the means 
to reromp nce thy affellions with ſuch friendly applaufible 
emity , «5 either thou in right canſt with bonour at , or 1 
in reaſon may with honeſty afford. In which mean time, 
till experience demonſtrate thee what ardent ale Thave 
to congratulate thy valorows ( and pertyous ) affe inns, I 
abruptly end, contingally upon the Altar of Love ſacri- 
ſein many millions of penetential Ortiſons fer thy ſpeedy 
ecovery : And ſo in kope thereof, re 2 
ſorrows to pour favourable cenſure, Iunſaignedly reſt, 
| ours as her own, 
ATHBLIA. 
This Letter being conveyed by Pl, and re- 
ceived of Thalme, did inftantly infuſe ſuch encou- 
' ragement to his deſpairſul malady, that in few 
dayes he recoyered : And contem 8 hi 
breaſt on the courteous Epiſtle which his deare A- 


thelia had ſent him, thought ſhe would ( or at leaft 

well might) condemn him of impudent ingrati» 

rude, if he youchſafed not to return her a_corre- 

ſpondent Anſwer : wherevpon enforcing kimfelf 
i 


rig Letter: 


to ſit up, he endited this en 
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air Athelia; ( and therefore fair, becauſe 
Ni J) Being fortunately preſented with the 
efſence of your ¶ ſacred ) Epiſtie, I intently felt my toſti- 
cated ſenſes to be raviſh-d within the Liſts of exquiſite 
contentation : But at laſ in trembling wiſe unripping the 
feels, and peruſing theresf the ſweet Necbar- ſubſtance g 
I nt ouly deemed my Conceits , but lthewiſe my ſelſ to he 
in an extafie , tracing within the divine Eden of Elizi- 
um : ſe a adminiſtrng that ſoveraign Antidote to my 
green wounds, I find the vertue thereof ſo pleaſant, and the 
nature fo delec able, that from a fickly Patient I am become 
a ſound Perſonage , and from a dead Man in ſbew a living 
Saint in ſubſtun e Therefore, fair Athella pon the ſbr ine 
of Love and oltar of your abſence , I not only thank thee ſor 
the r--eftabliſhing of my but alſo for the reſtoring 
my liſe: Which benign (nay blistul Courteſie, my ſen 
in this world (hall be alwais mindful to reguite, and my 
ſeule in the Celeſtial paradiſe to come, never forgetfyl, ta 
congratulate. The ſ-rvency of my faithful love, amd the Idea 
of your fair perfechrons , doth bathe my Muſe in the fireams 
diftempered cont-mplations: Therefore what I omit 
with ſilence, countervaile with a favourable cenſure; of 
bt daſſe 'twipoliſhed , reti de with a ſmiling conceit ; So 


BY bal! my Muſe bave g meritorious ſubjet? to acknowledge 


your Nui, my ſelf a deſerved inſtance to eternize 
your courteffe ; and both « deleclable motive unſainedly 
nn 


Vours now and ever, 
THAL Mo. 
A. 
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- - Athelia perceiving hy this Letter, that he had tor 
that time made the Bark of his courage double tht 
point of death, bejngabereof exceedingly. glad, 
could find no reſt in the-Chaas of her joyſul con- 
ceits, untillſne had ſjx d her eyes npon the (deſired) 
Object of his Perſonage, within whoſe incirculeu 
remained her chiefeſt ſolace: So that at laſſ ſinding 
a fir 0; portunity, when boch the King and Queen 
her Parents were abſent, (taking with her anely 
Levina ) (he. hyed her to the Lodge where ſhe wal 
advertiſed Thalmo was refident; and ſo being by 
the Lidy of the houſe conducted to his Chamber 
ſhe very modeſtly opening the door,entred: Which 
Thalmo- being penſively \ these alone M.lkigg 
(having hi- Arm bound up with-a Lavendęr- can 
berokening hope) no ſooner eſpied, hut he forih 
with (as doubting whether waking or in à dream 
went and imbraced. her : where upog, Hee, Coral 
lips, the ſympathy of thiie-affstjonr was: of. <q 
part fo celeſtially uniced,thar; heir eyes attradiuth 
reflecting piercing aſpects: upon each obere tig 
did (as ambaſſadours oi LV io the Cloſetaſthi 
breaſt ſcek to confirm a muthal. alliance q.uih con 
templat ion whereofiforced:cheir breathas here 
their congueg ofithe: uſe of parlying z till at-þ 


rg, 


— 
n 


when un amorouMbluſh had given Conge to d 
ſo — encounter, Athelia (the tears ſtandi 
in 


cr eyeſ) began in this fort 
Aj Thalmo! The news of thy misfortune hat 


, jn yiteck me hither; and therefore marvel nc 


at my unexpected arrival: I am now of purpoi 
| jo 
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come to iſplay before thine eys the model of my 
love, and to mae thy fighg a proſpector of my chift 
fidelicy, which albeit the appearance thereof hath 
deen ſitolrto hidden under the mask of ſecreſie, 
* know (dear Thdimo) that thy forcible Vertue 
bath long ſince made breach of my maiden affecti- 
ont, ta the Avant Crureur of Cid, hath butlt 
his Tent in the proudeft fit uation of my amorous 
breaſt. 


30 
i 


Thalmo having his ears repleated with this bHf- 


ſul news, and pererivirgby the fer vency of tier 
method, that ſhe ſpake no more than, Love did en- 
duce her; very inſtafitly, as being 'taviſhcd with 0+ 
yermuch .joy, givin her the imprefiow\ of a ſe- 
d ſoftly ſtraining her by her Lily- 
hdly returned her this courtegys 


cond kiſk, 1 

"hand, very ki 

. Anſwer, * 17 41 
vat | 


10 k belt, 4thelia thy divitie ſpteches tt\th*btia- 
{Acid fte {h* my  defpaitful pexſbnage ;"and 
likewItcanfe# nty wy {fam over mi x- 
"eſſe, which. 1 heret6fore cout ul nt 

" onely he comguertt my concelty: O_ h 
Atropos cut off the vital thitecdt vf lie:  Phibfe- 

fore wel come ſweet Athelia to thy ſorrow ful Thal- 

mo; and militons of thanks to giadiaunAttune, 

for iniheſting wine Eyes with #He ect; Objexrdte 

your dainty Perſokape f But Furlung oh dN rathby 
of your Beauty, whither wander: mV conetits to 
po erect Trophies in the Air, or Piramids in the Sky; 
0 chat I forget my ſelf ſo much, as not to gratiſe your 
a Love 


. 
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Lore wich reciprocall affeftion? bur pardon gue, 


2 Athelia , and 2 the d- _ of my ca- . 
y to the diflempered contemplations of my | © 
— and, Atbelia, refolve that I Will bol the 


now and ever honour you as the immorta}lSaiut F all 
of my Fortunacy ; adore you as the cternal god- ¶ lir 
deſſe of my proſperity, and eſleem of you as the ſa · of 
cred image of my telicicy. 


Atbelia being raviſh-d with the ſweet cadence of ff ly 
theſe his ſugar'd ſpeeches, in lieu of his courteſi f ſuc 
returned him chis Kiud . eply: 


WI Princely Thalmo, where there is ho flox 
| ence committed, the excule enſueth ol anc 
euſtome : theretore thy actions having cleared lici 
thee from imputation ; fear not, for thy pardon 
is already granted, in reſpect wherereof, advance ia 
Love, and Iwill proſecute in Affection ; proceei 
in Amity, and I will correſpond, in Friendſbip; 

which to approve, take here my heart and ha! 
as the ficdfaft ſeal of my immortal conſtancy; vow 
4 the Imperial throne of Heaven, to «ta 
bliſh onely The{wo ac husband within the yourbful 
garden of my tender juvenilicy. 


. Thelme eftceming himſelf exceeding fortunate, 
by che receit of chis-angelical reply, In congratu- + 
ation of her proteſted Amity, returned her this 

\ joyful Anſwer : 


The 
9 
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7] Ke giſt Fweer (Princeſſe) of your fineere affeRi- 

on, doth with blistui applauſe, ſo repleat the 
influence of wy capacity tt in recompence 
Jof; Ivo not onely to my zealous dev 
| | tions tothe ſhrine of your bright excellency, 
| alſo to finiſh my terreſtial Pilgrimage in enrol- 
ung my (clfa loyal Servant upon the ſharble · Statue 

of your maiden contemplat ions. 


Thus with many amorous ceremonies they firm - 
h (each to other) contraftcd themſalves ; and in 
¶ ſuch affectionate ſort, that neither the frowns of 
Fortune, the treachery ot time, or the Sugar of in- 
finuation, ſhould either bla ſt the bloſſome of their 
flouriſhing friendſhip , or once daunt the appear 
ance of their immovable fideliy : and the more de- 
li-ioufly to manifcft their merriment, they ratified 
their reſolutions with many heavenly So . 
that havivg brought this loyely Couple to a facred 
gttonement, we will for a whiles leave them to the 
Paradiſe of their contemplations; and a liit le di- 
Þ courſe of the ſtrange accidents which befell the La- 
vl dy Fleriaa. 


„ > > „ 


STO 
| 
| 
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Florina 


to . Fenn '\ "wv 
" ES$SES$$$$13$2$02S$$$$$$$$% $hISHH 
Lein (as you hive betore heard) living very 
H focrowtil iu her, deſolate Caſtle, was at laſt 
by Agenor che Kine her Father commanded to 
return to the Court, (all delay to the contrary ſet a+ 
part) wherat being exceedingly diſcontented(in re- 
ſpe& the effecting thereot would prejudice her de- 
votions due to her Dear Medor) (he very perempto- 
rily, as being a faichiul Amator of his perte&ion,ut- 
ter ly refuſed thereunto to condeſcend; King Agencr 
her tather,being advertiſed of her ftyubborn refoluti- 
on, inſtantlyſent ſorthPurſevants(perforce) co bring 
her to the Court; buc ſhe being before (by ſome of 
the Nobilicy her friends ) cherwith acquainted, 
aſſummoned her wits to a parley how ſhe might + 
void her Fathers indignarion:at laſt, knowing then 
was no orher means for her to eſcape than to ſhroud aps 
her ſelf under ſome Peaſants Cottage; forgettiq her 
both her Princely birth, and flouriſhing dignity. Y pac 
inſtantly mauare all contrary opp- ſitions then: ar 
unto, addreſt her ſelf, ſo that reaping an exceeding 
delight, to ſee the homely Shepheafds lead their 
'milk- white flocks to the fragrant fields, as alſu, to 


hear divers quires of harmonious Birds (at the] 2 
ſight of Titan to carol forth their madrigals ſhe 
a long time there remained, as well contented as M 
Dara(el in her eftate ( oppreft with Love) mightW < 
till on a day, bearing a Shepheardeſſe company ui N. 
the Fields, directly in an «evenings edge, as Pbebu Inbey 
was flying the Zenith of our Horizon to alight ti 
Th 


Antipodes,and filver Cynthia began to poiar out tl 
Pilgrims to their defired reft;as theſe our two lov 


1 
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ly females were returning from ſolding their 
Gocke, Flerina hiding her ſelf under; the Canop 
ofa ſprouting Fig: tree, drawing out her Pen and 
Paper (out of her Pocket) in praiſe of a Country 
life, indiced this enſuing Sonnet. 


Court barhouretb Pride, whilſt Countrey doth retain 
Inſtead thereof moſt rieh humility ; a 
In Countries ſeyl Love almayes doth remain, 
Whilft Court doth nouriſh vicious enmity 
Ambition flill in Court doth pitch bis Tent, 
And vows even there to make bis ſole demeure, 
Whilſt in the Countrey friendly ſweet content 
Delighfully in Peace doth reſt ſecure. 


Which ſhe had no ſooner ended, but peruſing it 
again and again, and finding no remembrance of 
her Medor therein circumferenc'd, blaming her ca- 
pacity for ſo oblivious an offence, ſhe at laſt with 
a much ſpeed as her rormented conceits and trem- 
bling hand could afford, in his memory framed 


theſe Verſes following. 


. Theugh fortune *reave me of thy wifhed fight, 
And croſſe my Love perforc*gainſt my defire ; 
Making my night ſeem day, and day ſeem night, 
Add yet it both ftill burn in endleſſe fire: 
Ney abeug l 1 flame, yet doth my ſoul pretend 
Inbenouring thy felf my life to end. | 


' Though time dete in thee from my troubledeyer, 
Andſbrexd my ſelf from off my pale oſpe 5; 
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Tet in thy thoiaght my wandring hope reli, N 
And in thy abſence writes loves intellec l.. 54 


Therefore deſpipht of time thy Prinerly bue , 
Shall cauſe my nden - Love for to renew. | 


Though deſtiny reſolve for to compell 
My ſenſe for to forget thy memory, 
Or ibink to make my conſtant breaſt expell 
The ſweet — of thine amity : 
Tet never ſhall his po r me once conſtrain 
Jo wavering to my Mzdor to remain. 


In fine, though fortune, time, and deſtiny, 
Would bend their force to male me leave is 
Or jeyn in league of rageful unity: (eve, 
To cuuſe me to my Mædor faithle(s prove: 
Tet never ſball (defbight their force) my mynd 
To ether love than Matdor's be in lin d. 


The Shepheardefſe ſeeing Florine had now tne 
entreated her to repair liome, whereuntod ſhe w 
lingly accorded; ſo along they go z the Stiepheard 
eſſe being repleated wich Councry-applanſe, and 
fair Florina repleniſhed with ( diſtempered) ama 
rous contemplation e but long they tripe not on 
the diapred fields, (wherein rettiark the infidelity 
of Fortune ) bur as they were pleaſantly confers 
ring together, they might behold a very young 
Stripling which haftily drew towards them, who 
being with running almoſt out of breath, to the Lv gi. 
dy Flerina utterod theſe ſpeeches : ero 


Gentle eſp! 
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\ 22 Iam of ſent to adver= 
5 tiſe you, that you inſtantly hide your ſelyes 
in tome unknown Grove; ſor that there are arived 
vo our Cottage ſome four or five Cavaliers, which 

wich diligence ſeck you, who have very Erievoully 
2 — Father, in reſpect he concealeth your 
reſidence. Therefore delayes ſet apart, it behoveth 
ou (if you affect your tranquility ) to flie : and; 
utifull Lady, fince the lawes of nature and hu 
manicy do blhd” me generally to aid your Sex, bur 
eſpecially your ſelſe, I will, if you pleaſe; through 
the Woods and Vineyards conduct you; where I 
doubt not but you may remaine in moſt aſſured 
peaceful ſecurity. % 


Flirina ſtormin — her Fathers cruelty, and 
et rejoycing to behold this — — courteſie⸗ 
- Nich her ſenſes which way to wander 
in this dangerous accident, at laſt reſolved to fol- 
low his advice, and ſo pray ing the Shepheardefſe 
to accompany her, along they three hie t 7 
directing thelr courſe to the Sea-fide, which in 
two days they attain'd without being eſpled of any: 
but they were no ſooner arived to- a harbour - 
Town in the Country of, but they were in- 
ſtantly informed, that there was likewiſe ſearch 
made for her apprehenſion; whereat being almoſt 
overcome with wrath, and vanquiſhed with affe- 
Aion, they immediately without entring the Town 
croſt the ſtrand, and tracing npon the borders of 
the Sea, they ar laſt arrived to a little Creek, where 
eſpying an aged Fiſher-man in his Cock · boat re- 
I pairing 
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pairing his Nets; they after having ſaluted him 
itha morrow,-askt if he would tranſpery 
themfor pleaſure a League on the Sea : the Fiſber- 
man demanding what recompence he ſhould have 
for his pains, well-liking their proffer (and ſeeing 
his Boat afloat) thereunto agreed; fo with a mer. 
ry gals, which blew the Saile from the bending 
Maſt, to Seach Went, where delighiing to ſee the 
agetl Father take.ſtore of Fiſh, as alſo to ſec the Boat 
darice-lavolta'y on the azured Sead they in ſuch 
ſort deluded the time, till night being come, and 
then again retyracd,. But before Florina reſolved 
to put ſoot en ſhare, (he to the ancient Fiſherman 
demonſtrated her eſtate, and likewiſe prayed him 
(wich tears ſtanding in her eyes) to aſſiſt her in this 
her miſerable calamity;and for her better alluranc 
to convey her every day on the Sea: the old man 
pittying her eſlate, and being authentically fg 
ted by che tnotives of ber liberality, ſoon to her 
reafonablertqueſt voluntarily condeſcended;whid 
courſe they many dayes obſerved, with as mud 
y of Florin, as ifſhe had been now triumphing u 
— — lat, Formane reſolyin 
to adde more miſety to her calamity, cauſed het 
| Hand ſute unmerited) to fall within the 
\ Labyrinth. of a greater enſyjng inisfortune; for 
they ſo long time daily — the Sea, till 
lengeh, being ſome two leagues from the {he 
they were eſpied by a Pinace, which ranged clo{ 
along by the clitcs to attrap ſome purchaſe, who 
hoiſing their Sails, came directly towards then 
and fo making ſpeedy way, becauſe the winde be 


gan 
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an tofreſh, did very ſoon cut their Boat from the 
— chem to the main; which dole- 
ſul ſentence being to thispur weake company ſo 
dreadfalt as the light of che Wolfe to the innocent 
Lambs, made them almoſt dye with grief to think 
on theit diſaſtrous mĩſery 3 but eſpecially Florin, 
from whoſe eyes diſtilled many fountains of 
led tears, which as the perfect meſſengers of ſor- 
row, did apparantly demonſtrate her inſuppor- 
table griefe; but all alas in vain, for there was no 
remedy to aſſiſt her, nor no undaunted A lcides neer- 
hand to reſcue her from their cruelty; but perforce, 
ey were very rigor commanded to come 
aboard, which with a faint courage and ſor» 
rowfull refolution they effected, Fl/oring being 
the laſt chat entered, whom the Turkiſh Slaves no 
ſooner beheld , bur ( reflefting cheir eyes upon 
the ſweet object of her angelical y) clapping * 


theis hands; and throwing up their Cape, ex- 
teedingly rejoyced in —* had — Jan 
ptuons a pri ze, to preſent their Soldas + but all 
this while, the comfortleſſe Florina hanging down 
her head, and diving inco difpair, thought the was 
now on the ſtage, where the cataſtrophe of her 
Toy ſhould be acted. But the Captaineof this 


curſed crew ( albeit ſeldome ſeen in this our Age) 
diſcreetly viewing her beautiful Viſage, did from 
the influence of her conſtant eyes and modeſt aſpect 
immediately conceive that ſhe was ſome vertuous 


Damſel, extracted of honourable Parentage; In 


reſpe& whereof he diſcharged the reſt, and retained 
only perpl:xed Florina, which he commanded — 
| I 2 2 
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be intreated with all benigne favour and courteſie 
poſſible ; And to that effect, forſaking his Cabin, he 


charged his Page therein o lodge her, and to attend 


her wich as great diligence and vigilant curioſity, 
as his own perſonage : So that F lorina (to her con- 
ſolation) might perceive, that as they entertained 
her courtcoutly, ſo they likewiſe honoured. her by 
never preſuming to defloure her of her maiden- 
hood{ whichſhe a thouſand times eſteemed more 
dearechen her lite. ) But again, remembring her 
Mador, the would inſtantly weepe, as if bis abſent 
Idea had a Regal P ive to make her water 
her Plants: Many bitter tighs ſhe likewiſe thunde · 
red forth to the ſhrine of his Perſonage; and 
curs d the unfortunate Fates for inveſting her with 
this diſaſtrous misfortune : In her contemplation 
ſhe delectably ruminated upon his flouriſhing per- 
fſecxlon; bur again pondering upon his abſence,and 
her own preſenc miſery, ſhe would forthwith burft 
into publique exclamation, curſing the inhumane 
Deſtinies for inveſting the Bulwark of her Breaſt 
with ſuch dittaſteful aggravation. The which the 
Captain eſpying, began moſt debonairly to com- 
fort her difpairfal courage, adding moreover with 
the induſtrious art of his fluent Tongue, that no 
diigrace or malefaction ſhould be adminiſtred her, 
but ſuch chaſte kindneſſe and modeſt courteſie as 
ſnould every way correſpond wich the title of ho- 
nour. But alas, ſweet Fleriua, not underſtanding 
his language, could _ no applauſe by the ana- 
gram of his ſpeeches z but ſtill molt bitterly be- 
wailed her misfortune, lying proſtrate in her 94 
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o{ miſery, Where — her with the Captain of 
the Pina ce, which reſolyed to tranſport her for 
Conſtant inople; we will commit her to the favorable 
occurrent of fortune, and a little treat of Plivio 
and Merſilva. 
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LIV being certainly advertiſed. of his 
Couſins proceedings, and being made ac- 
quainted with the fortunate ſucceſſe which 

hehad received in his Loves, began inſtantly to 
conceive ſome motion of hope, not doubring but 
by the means of Athelia he might obtain his delired 
Mer filva : Upon the foundation of which hope, ap- 
parrelling himſelf in a white Suit of Sattin, cut out 
upon black Damask, ( whoſe colour in Blazon 
play Purity and Sorrow) he hyed himſelſe to 
the Court; where enquiring for Merſilva, and be- 
ing anſwered, ſhe was in company of the Queen, 
Athelie, and other Ladies hunting in che Forreſt, 
he immediately mounted his Courſer, and wich 
a gallant pace poſted thither; where he was no 
ſooner arrived, but hearing the ſhrill cry of the 
couragious Hounds, and the loud report of the 
blaſting Horns, he thinking the Huntſmen were on 
thefgot of the game, being thereof a deſirous ſpo- 
Aator, but more zealous to contemplate on the 
* of his Miſtreſſe, he with a devout reſolution 
Naee his Jennet advance; where traverſing the 
Thickete, we will for a while leave them, and a 
little treat of the adventures which befell Merſilva. 
13 Who 
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Who, as before you have heard, being in thr for. 
reſt wich the —— buſily hunting, it ſo —.— 
that the Deer which they chaſed Eel from their 
ſight; in reſpect whereof, the Troops both of 
Knights and Ladies again diſperſed themfelves to 
attrap him; amongſt the reſt chere was preſent a 

oung Cavalier named Blrthion, which aner | 
| before burned in love with the Princeſſe Merſilva, 
and could never reap any fit opportunity <4 
cloſe her the ſecrets of; his breatis contemptioh, 
who ſought by all means poſſiblè to ſequeſter her 
from the company, At laſt Dame Forume ( though 
of Menſilva undeſerved) determining with her 
Beauty to adminiſter a treacherous accident, did 
by her Chamelion-infincnee cauſe the harmleſſe 
Princeſſe to ſtray from the ſight of her Aſſociates, 
where ranging diſcontentedly as if her courage had 
been already vanquiſhed by difpair, was at laf 
moſt unfortunately met by this tormented Blirhign 
whobeing more then exceeding joyful of * un 
expected) news, giving ſpurs to his horſcand pred 
to his courage, in a ſhort ſpace overtook hex, hes 
with theſe unchaſte ſpeeches he impudently ſalated 
her as followeth: J : 


Oſt fair Princeſſe! I have long ſince in my 

conceits endured many millions of 5 
ed tortures, which the alone light of your ſacred. 
beauty hath engendered in my tormented conte 
plation : Therefore, fair Lady, ſince Deftiny'ſecul# 
eth ſo favourable as to preſent mine eyes wich che 
{weet object of your excellency, I beſeech you to 
grant 


KC 
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| afjeftion the Comble of my ardent deſire 
— — To let my breaſt enjoy thoſe heavenly plea- 


ſures of your delicate Virginicy; the want whereof 

bath well-neer already ated the accompliſhment 

of my untimely martyrdom. ; 

t 4 Merſilva ſmiling at theſe his fond ſpeeches, im- 

mediately dying the center of her Lily-checks with 
4 Vermilion- bluſh, (being altogether aſhamed ac 
his immodeſt conference) very ſharply (as having 
anger ſeated in the furrows of her brow ) returned 
him this bitter Anſwer. 


I R ! If thy vicious ſelf had been ever trained up 

in the School of Vertue, thou wouldeſt have 
tempered the Preludium of thy ſpeeches with more 
diſcretion, and not ſo laviſhly preſumed to ſalute 
a chaſte Lady in ſuch lewd ſort : But ſeeing thy ſot- 
tifh tongue hath already 'uttered that which may 
not berecalled, Know (.impudent Villain) chat I 
diſdainghy ſuit, as the utter prejudice of my un- 
ſpotted Honour, and deteſt thy felfe as the ( pre» 
tended) inhumane Actor of my immortal diſgrace, 
Therefore with ſpeed depart, and inſtancly give a 
— abrupt folly ; otheriiiſe Iwill adver- 
tiſe the King of thy laſcivious enterprize, and in- 
him authentically to reward thy offende + 
with che deſerved execution of thy demerit sz. 


Blirhiay, nothing diſmayed at this thundering 
over, but rather more increaſing the flames at 
nis laſcivious defire, inſtantly proſecuted his ſuit 
in this ſort following: 

14 Why 
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WY Frets ſtand not ſo much on your 

points of diſdaine; but rather conſider 
with your ſel fe, where you now are; for at preſent 


you are deſtitute from the Court, and exempt of 


aſſiſtance z ſo that y our Virginicy and liſe lyeth in 
- my diſpoſition : and to advertiſe you of my reſolu- 
tion, I may not be denyed with refuſals, nor delu- 
ded with ddayes ; for deſpight of fortune, I muſt 
ſacisfie my Love, and now reap the enjoyance of my 
long detired contentatiag : therefore conſent to my 
will, and repleat your tongue with no more coy» 
neſſe, otherwiſe you will inforce me, after poſſeſſed 
of my pleaſure, to uſe you with ſuch inhumane ris 
uu as my nature would ſcarce proffer to your 


ovely ſex, much leſſe to you, whom in heart I have 


ever adored as the divine Image of my breaſts de- 


lectation. 


Merſilva greatly aſtoniſhed at his pretence, began 
exccedingly to weep, becauſe the ſequel thereof 
with ſorrow toucht her co the quick; ſtill ſighing 
and raging,as if the Coffin of her breaſt would im- 
.mediately rent in ſunder with imminent aggrava- 
tion, alwaies calling on the goddeſſe Diana, whom 
ſincerely ſhe prayed to revenge her quarrel, and to 
:helter her from the rapine of thisimodeſt Knight: 
but at laſt conſidering that filence was aſhew of 
conſent ; diſdaining ever to ſtain the purity of her 
fame wich deformity, or the Noble difcent from 
whence ſhe was extract, wich diſgrace; making a 
muſter of her angry Muſes, in the valley of her cere- 
brofities indignation, ſhe very reſolutely with an 
un- 
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undanted audacity returned him this ſharp Reply. 


Nbumane Knight, ſince thou wilt not be conten- 
ted wich Reaſon, becauſe reaſonleſs, nor vouch- 

ſafe to permit me to depart in patience without ble- 

i mine honour with the ſpot of infarty ; 
know, that rather then I will once conſent - 7.6 
laſcivious demand, or ever agree to thy Juſtful defire 
I will veluncarily be the adminifter of mine owne 
untimely martyrdom, | 

And therewith unſkeathing an inameled knife, 
which ſbe had pending to her golden girdle, (as a ſo- 
cond Lucretia) with a fatal ftroke the reſolved to 
deſtroy her ſelt : but the diviliſh Knight 2 
ſome ſuch accident, very ſoon wreſting the kni 
from her hand, prevented her purpoſe; the which 
having done ſ ſetting hold of the bridle ) he imme- 
diately alighted her from her horſe, whereat being 
overcome with fear, ſhe in a dangerous trance fell 
tothe ground, where metamorphiſing her cherry 
taint to a Cynthian complex ion, ſne there lay ſpeech- 
leſſe, as much trembling as an Infant-priſonerhear- 
ing the ſentence of death pronounced againſt him; 
— which to arouſe, Blithion ſpake to her in this 

Ort. p " 
Lire Mer/lva, tis in vain to reſiſt, where there 
is none to reſcue you, & yet were Herculii hin. 

ſelſe preſent, he ſhould not hinder me of my pur- 
poſe; for my ſenſual ardor cannot be extinguiſh- 
ed without accumulating the Roſe of your (divine) 
Virginity, 


Which 
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Which having ended, Mor flva — on he 
knees molt forroofully ( with fountaines of tare 


diſtilling down the of her Verajillion 
— nt a 


AH Blithion|pitcy the eſtate of an innocent dam, 
ſel, and e the Citadel of: my Nel 
den briaft with thy Rapior, then raviſh me of tl 
which I eſteem far more precious then any life ; | 
rect not, I beſeech thee, thy Trophies ofpleature 
thedefloration'of my Vieginle nor build ty gal 
2 of —— d chaſtity — again t 
re te 
— — her diſaſtrous tears imbatk 
__ tongue in the Acheron ſtream of Gena 
— e courage of her exterĩout audacit 
not permitting her to t the — ory 
— h — of _ K 
wit urtairies o 
while ſenceleſſe, as if the valour of iy ay 
bad been ſmothered up in the antipathy of diice 
ſolaiom; when. arbuſing her forrowtull capaci 
wich the contemplation ot imminent fear; ſhe fi 
c—_ ſtarted up, and moſt inhumanely. tore t 
ar trefles of her golden haire, wherewi 
ke ty: ure had moſt corre — Ya 
ahi &ragical object, m Blu hiow excepted have 
made the mott 1045 ——— Scythian to 'pitty 
hex eſtate; nay, bavecauſed the ſenſe}efle.obdurate 
Rocks themſchves to weepe, and ſorrowfiilly to 
vake compaſſion upon the ſpeRacle of her miſera · 
ble calamity. 
But 


; 
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But Blit bos not 1 ſor her exclamation⸗ but 
* — burning with inordinate deſire to extegiitate 
the imbers ol his unſatiable luſt, eſteemed ev. 
Court-minute a compleat moneth, before (chough 
to her immortal iafamy ) he had made ee 
enterprize; ſo that acce of ne 
Reaſan for (atisfaftion, nor acco rn of any 
Imploration for payment, aking 3s herby tens 
bling hand, he mot yicioully began to imbrace her. 
When being on the point to — ſhipwraek of her 
Honeſty, and to forher hood to (ale, Io thi- 
therward unexpected came Pliwia galloping 8 
the wich Merfilus to her Nectar - comfort Jeff ob” 
ing, co him very loudly cryed out in this 

Ah, Phivie ! as thou tendereſt my Love, and de x po 
mine Honou * diſtreſſed . Aer 2 and re- 
venge the pretence of this unmerciful Th & 
— d ws gaerdon of condigne puni 


Wes perceiving it to be his ſweet Wa 
inſtadtiʒ (as being inflamed wich revenge) made 

las Courſer more e willy advance then the Jennets 
of Fwpier, - when leaping from his horſe, he with 
b Rapies drawn approgching his thrice mortal 
Entmy; very farioully. uttered theſe words; Ah 


wrecked Villain] make, ready chy ſword ; for if 


there were no more men living, thou immediately 
dy eſt. Which words he no ſooner pronoumcid, but 
in the twinkling of an eye he lodged his Rapier in 
his Rivals | breaſt ; where receiving his demerit, and 


J. falling gaſping on the ground, livio firſt cut offhis 


it 


pertidious tongue which had ſo laſciviouſly pratled 


and 
% 
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and then without prolixity ſent his ſervile ſy 
eo the Republique of Flute, to tell Terens \ar 
Tarquine, that he went neere to commit a luſtfal 


Rape. | 
The which Merſilua with fearful joy perceivir 
ran to Plivis, falling firſt to his feet, and then ag 
arfing imbraced and kit him; when after having 
en hien many volleys of hearty thanks( ſeconded 
many millions of penetential tears ) ſhe fron 
point to point recounted him the manner of t 
Accident; the which when Pl underſtood, he 
eſteemed himfelfe more then exceeding joyfull, in 
that the Fates appointed him to arrive in ſo forty 
- natean hour. And ſo having comforted his nc 
even comfortleſſe Merfilva, remounting her on her 
milk-whice Courſer, (poſting together) reſolve 
to find out the Queen ; to whoſe preſence. being 
arrived, ſitting with her Ladies like Nm with her 
Nymphbs, cloſely banquetting under theumbrage 
of Fig-trees,(whoſe ſpacious leaves kept them from 
the power of Tax: influence)he to them depainted 
the m inner of the Adventure, which mournfull © 
Mer ſilva teſfified to be of truth, by again on freb Wl 53 
ſhedding many pearled teares, which ( like the (x 
— *. on Datuask-flowers ) deſtilled on her C. 
ſorrowful checks. Which when the Queen, together 4 
with her daugher Athelia and the reſt of the Ladies 
underſtood, they all praiſing the Almighty, gave ple 
likewiſe inceſſaut thanks to Plivio for his undanted 5 
magnanimity; and exceedingly rejoyced in that the ¶ ſu 
Princeſſe Merſilua was fo fortunately preſerved: * 
when tiſing, they left the Forreſt, and inſtantly = 
turned, 
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turned all to the Court; where they were no ſoon» 
er arrived, but the Queen immediately made the 


king her Huzband therewith acquainted ; Who 


catly —· tae Plivio the Arabian Knight 
ſo valourſly behaved himſelf, did after in con- 


WE jderation thereof much advance him to honorable 
E Dienities,in ſuch ſort, that both the name of Thal- 
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in the Court of Zanfara: which 

to PIrvio's deſired enterpriſe, made him not a little 
glad of the accidental event of ſuch fortunate for- 
tunacie : For firſt he perceived that the King and 
Queen much favoured him, The Princefſe Athe!i 

( likewiſe ) far the more, in * of her beſt be- 
loved Thalmo; And agalo, he beheld his dear Mer- 
filva to reap execeding contentation in enjoying 
the Eden of his deſired! pteſence. Whereupon re- 
2 continually in the Court, he at laſt in 
erat g Gn ond Merſilva qu in her _ 
to whom y entering, he very amorouſly ſa- 
luted her in this ſore : a 1 


What, fair Merſilva, all alone 1 Why, a kiſſe for your 
then ghet, To whom inſtantly ſhe replyed, Not alone 
( Plivio ) for my ſelſe and 1 am together; And for my 
Conceits, I 2 nothing, therefore I conjecture that 
leſſe then a kiſſe may purchaſe them. 

Plivio almoſt raviſhed with joy to fee her in fo 
leaſant a humour, thought it now wiſdome to 
rike the Iron being hot; and ſo by vertue of his 

ſuppoſed diſcretion, continued his conference in 
ſort following : 
Why 


mo & Plivie(like the Sun of 2 wa, flouriſh'd 
ing more 


_ -. 3 TRESELOVER 
fair Merſilua, leſſe then a kiffe is in eff 
nothing; and if 1 deceive not my thotigt 
| 1s will ſcarce content themſelves x G che 
ike payment. To whom 2Mer/i/va again replye 
eee 3 For if I fail not, my Me 
alla me, one may kiſſe in conceit. I, but quotꝶᷣ Fix 
wes theſe, are bers whhour ſubſtance; for ther 
is differenee betwixt pretence and performante 
for the e contrary, as at 
ſolace as a ſutewiſn Wife is a quiet Husbanch 
Whereat ſhe yety pleaſantly ſmiling, again rep 
nh Pio, you mt from your matter ; for 
and Husbauds are not Intident to aur Theames.' Pliny 
ſecing her merrily diſpoled, framed her chis ple 
ting 'anſwer : enn 1 
: "Biel, Princeſs Mer ſilva, you herein prove you 
ſelfe a diſcreet diſpytant, in that you have put 
in mind (or at leaſt) in the plain parh-way of « 
former purpoſe ; for I now remetũber, a Kiſſe 
our fentence; the whith, by your leaye, I mean tt 
9 a F * r 
| ſo imbracing her {lender w ve he 
(Nectar) lips che inprelſon of a Ae g 
whereat {be bluſhing; returned him this ſharp at 


{wer : 

Wh Plivio, 71:trle thought you would have procth 
xd [o peremterily for had I but ance thereof deemed, m 
exatt abſexce ſhould have'given you a preciſe gain-ſq. 
Flwvio ſeeing her patience a little moved, thaupher 
countervaile the offence with a en 7 
And fo encouraging his Muſe with many amor 
contemplations, he continued his fpeech as 
loweth : |; 


* 
1 
* 
x 
(} 
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u Prizcefſe Merſilva, ed in 4 manner ! or can 
iff the feel of your wrath be ſo ſom illuminated with ablaſt 
of of Sunſbining ! had I thoug bt my enterpriſe would have 
ll fo ſoon incur d gaur diſpleaſure, I wonld(aſſuredly)bave 
prevented that which is now 

| Whereunto Aerſilva anſwered 3 Nay, I now ſee 
ll this my kindnefſe, which js che occation of this 
— — * — 
ſcan I pray, as you ars come, depart; 

ing departed, arrive when ydu are ſent for. Where- 
— por replyed,F only — 8 
een of my laue j our aſur e, 1 pray 
you excuſe af. — 4. the = 2 


and if you pleaſe, for reward of my crime, inſlilt on me 
what puniſhment you think ſnall be ſufficient for the oſ- 
fences Merſilua hereat again bluſhed, but in ſuch a- 
morous ſort, as it. ſee med that both love & diſdain 
ſat in che monte of her chery cheeks ſtriving for ſu · 


remacy:yet at laſt conudering ſhe had advanced her 
ches ſo far without his affable merits, & ſeeing 
ſubject ſo fmall wherein (he had grounded the 
foundation of her wrath, ſhe, to avoid the humour 
ry — inſtanely 0 without — 
Adieu). departed : where Plituo, oppreſt wi 
love, Ran ol ſo much — in z 43 
that ic ſeemed he had with the Greeks already ſeen 
the like of Capharia, and ſo the Barque of his hope 
was on the point to teare againk theflinty-rogks of 
devouring Charybais . For ſometimes he would in 
her Chamber walk, and with his threat · aing hands 
menace the gads with revenge, and likewiſe re- 
proach diſſembling Cupa for ingratefulneſſe; then 
imme - 


— — 


: _— — "Iz 
_ —— —y„— 2 — 
N F — — 


| your coyneſſe which hath cauſcd my aggravation! 


His misfortunes might make Merfilva traftable: 
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Immediately lumber, and in his drowſie capacity 
dream of Meyſilva's cruelty : When rifing,and pbe- 
medirating upon the Chaos of his amorous con- 


templatione, he would forthwith teare his beard ; 


for meritorious anger : In which, or the like fan- 
raſtical humour he ſo long remained, till at laſt ] 
Aerſilva (little thinking of him, or at leaſt of hi 

there being) returned; who aſtoniſhed to fee P/ivis Þ I. 
there preſent, forgerting her former wrath, asu tl 
him merrily, what wind blew him thicher ? Where ·  q 
at he ſtriving to aboliſh diſconſolation, ( ferching} 1 
from the concavity of his heart a volley of diftem-© th 
pered fighs)) very mildly returned her this tractabl + 


anſwer: . 


A Hfaire Merſilva ] It is your (alone) cruelij d: 
41 which hath engendred my ſorrows; and on cc 


For fince your departute, I have here remained iy 
ſach diſcontented ſort, at, if you triumph not of ny 
miſery, you would condignly pitty my malady. 
Therefore delude my ſuicc, I beſeech you, no lon- 
ger with delayes ; nor contemn not my love, it 
laughing to my conſtancy ; but reſolve, fair Me 
filva, that Plevis would willingly dye to demon- 
"ar his fidelity, fo farre forth as thetragedied 


Therefore, faire Princeſſe, attribute my ſincere lon 
ſome affe&ion, and rejoyce not to martyr him wich 
denyal, which is ready to ſacriſice his life before 
the ſhrine of your beauteous Deity + 

Mer ſi lu 
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AM Merſilvaperfettly noting with what fervent zeal 
hepleaded for favour, did inſtantly as being 2 
with affection, retuti him this applauſible 
anſwer : 


P Livio, thy valour and vertue having combined 
their charming force in the band of unity, hath 
long fince in the Cloſer of my breaſt made way for 
thy affection, in ſuch amiable ſort, that being con- 
quered by the aſpect of thy blisful — — 
{/in all honor ( in lieu of thy kindi ö remain 
thy attendant hand-maid : and albeit I have hi- 
therto refrained niy tongue in depainting you the 
fervency of my affection; yet impute it not to the 
defect of good will, but rather to the ſaperaboun- 
dant zeal which I have had, to make proof of thy 
conſtancy : the event whereof hath n out ſo 
ſortunate, that I now from my heart proteſt. I a- 
dore onely the eſſential pourtraict of Poo, as the 
bright morning Star of my dayes felicity. 

Plivis well noting the ſervency of her affecti- 
onate zeal, and perceiving into what ftrait of love 
_ had now brought her; being in conceit 

f raviſhed with the joyful alarum- bel of this 
imlooked for news, thinking his tongus deferred to 
long time in not congratulating her kindneſs with 
ſome reciprocal courteſie, very familiarly, at laf, 
returned her this amiable anſwer. 


—TR ESGER7 AT 78 
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;- /| Oft divine Mer/ilva! If my tongue coul il diſ- 
cloſe, or my Muſe diſcover theflouriſhing (& 
K never 
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that though long, yet at laſt you have baniſhed cru 
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never dying ) fidelitie which in heart I have de- 
voted to your ſacred telf; I ſhould acknowledpe 
my capacity bound to nature for permitting me 

ſuch good tortune, and account my ſelſe indebted de 
to art, for endung me with ſuch bleſſedneiſe. But 
ſince, ſweet Mer ſii va, that the coyner of my delive- 
rance cangot tufficicntly ſtamp the interior cha- 
racters of my cogicatic ne, nor thediſcoveroc of my 
ſecrets ennugh worthily depaine the Thyſnomy of 
my affrction: yet Aderſilve | beſeech you believe that 
I have grounded my conſtancy upon ſo ſure a ſoun · 
dation, and:imprinted my fidelity upon fo firm 4 
reſolution, that neither the alluring events of pro- 
ſperityy nor the terrifying threats of misfortune 
can either extenuate by flattering ſhews, or extin- 
guiſh by frowing ſubſtance. And whereas I perceive 


elty from your breaſt, and f imbracing benignity) 
accepted me for your Servant; know ſweet Mer- 
ff va, that in recompence of your amity, I preſent 
you with the Comble of my conſtancy, and voy 
that in the Cloſer of Plivie's cogitations Aerſilns 
ſþal} onely fit. as triumphanc governeſſe, hen 
my affection ſhall ſerve her, my fidelity entertain 
her, my love attend her, and my never wavering W 
conſtancy paꝝ her the ſweet hirn venue of terreſtri 
bli-ſulueſſe. 


Merſilva underſtanding his friendly an ſwer, and 
ſolacing her ſences with the afſurancgovf his affedti- 
on, typping her tongue with the phraſe of favoul 
very mildly returned him this ſweet anſwer. 


— 
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„H Plivio ! being hereretofore a priſoner, I am 
now by the ſequel of thy conference let at li- 
berty, and made free from ſubiction in ſwallow- 
ing down the vitalit ie of thy ſpeeches: yet when I 
remember the eſtate of King Samer my father, I 
reep, in that I ould ſo unadviiedly bereave him 
of a hrerz but yet the unity of our-love hath 


linck'd me to thy afteftion, and in enipacing ing on 
hy vertues, I — his memory in the twiſta of ob- 
vion: lo that, ſweet Plivie,condemn me nut of diſ- 
bedien ce, in being obedient io thy ſelſe, nor im- 
pute not the title of inhumane ignorance to my 
harge, in reſpect it iz only the image of thy vertus 
rhich unices my fancies unto thy affection. 
And with chat, {he from the intuence of her eyes 
ined ſhowers of teares upon the Alablaſter ſoyle 
f her Lily cheeks, which Plidis perceiving, inter- 
pred ber in this Cort ; | 


F FS. Ar 7 S K. TEE. 


Eep not, ſair Merſilva, but let now the radi- 

ant aſpect of our amours evacuate the re 
idence of ſorrow; let the memory of our tender af- 
tions ſubmerge the waves of diſcontent, and let 
he novelty of our friendſhip triumph over inſinu- 
ting diſconſolation. What? reſolve it ĩs the gods 
which ſeek ro ſympathize our amicy, and fortune 
er (elfe, which delifhteth to crown our friend{hip 


EIB 


ind irh contentation; Faire Aerſilva, diſpaire is the 
Ai ath-way ro deſtruction, ther efor e plu up your 
uh pirite, and let a joytul countenance give ſorcow 


he overrhrow z and conjecture not that my ac- 
uaintance ſhall prejudice your eſtate, or diminiſh 
| K 2 your | 
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your diphity, for then were my ſute diffimulation, 
and my affections _ for the purity of my pre- 
tence,and the event of time; ſhall informe you the 
contrary : therefore imprint your reſolutions up- 


on the foundation of hope, and 8 Pliui 
ferſilva, as | 


will live and dye, only to adore ſweet 
the divine Image of my felicity, to whom I conſe- 
create the generality of my devotions. 

eie 

Acer ſilva ſweet ly pondering upon his firm fidell. 
ty, having almoſt her amorous conceits ſmooth 
up in the Lifts of applauſible contemplation, very 
affectionately returned him this gracious Reply. 


\ Ell livio, having a confident hope that you 
FV will performe no leſſe then you now pro- 
mile, I in conſideration thereof vow, that none 
but PI vis (hall poſſeſſe my perſon, and only Pla 
wil account as the delightful Titan of my concei 
from whoſe radiant brightneſſe I extract t 
ſplendant Zephyr of my ſoules contentation. 


1 — Aer ſilva, quoth Plwio;And to cov 
1 reſpond your affection, here take my hem 
and hand in pledge of my immortal conſtanq 
vowing before the Imperial Throne of Heaven, th 
my ſoule ſhall be firſt diverted into cindert, ere 
withdraw my zeal from ſerving and honour 

Aer ſi toa. | 


Thus having plighted their troths each to other, 
they a long time remained ſo lacing their ae c 
a | cle 


N 
| 
| 
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ſities within the Nectar Eden of applauſe; fo that 
that the night aproaching, it was more then time 
- | for Plivioto depart, when taking his Angelicall 
e Saint by the Alabaſter hand, and fixing his aſpetts 
> | - upon the divine mirror of her heavenly beauty, he 
wich a ſighing voyce gave her this freindly farewel : 
* | 
e- 


Ear Mer ſilua, (and therefore dear becauſ Aer. 

l) I muſt now depart and leave thee: to the 
Chaos of thy ruminating contemplatiens: ¶here- 
ore ſweet Minion of my breaſt, and Miſt reſſe oſrmy 
'd capacity, Iwill hie me to my Cloſer, and there in- 
vent the means for the eſtabliſhing of our future 
\ | tranquillicie; ſo that til] am again made (triple) 
fortunate by enjoying the * your di- 
vine perſonage, I in all ſympathy of faiihtull affe- 
ction take my ſorrowſuſ Conge. 101 


Merſilva hereat painti her countenance with a 
Cynthian com + mm e tears ſtanding in ber 
eyes) anſwered him as tolloweth : 


8 livio! as thou tendereſt my love, let thy 
O return be ſhortly, for feare leſt wanting the 
ay image of thy perſonage, l immediately dye in con- 
Of templating on thy abſent perfection ; therefore, 
ay at my ſinct re requeſt, ſatisſie my ardent expectat lion 
te and in recompence thereof as I mean to live in thy 
gracious favour, ſo I reſolve to die in thy yertuous 
aflection · Thus, as the ordinance of their conceits 
bad thundered forth many volleyes of ſighs at their 
farewel, Merſilva (erecting Trophies in ber breaſt) 
| K 3 hycd 
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hied her ſelfe to her Cloſet ; and Plivio ( framing 
triumphs in his contemplation ) berooke himſeltc 
to converſe with bis Couſin The/me, to whom he 
recounted the event of his fortunate proceedings, 
and che —— —— of his — 
enterpriſes ; who ereof cxceedi atis 
fied, askt it his Lids ras contented wa, the 
Court and travaile with him? whereunto he at- 
ſMered, that to the fame effeft he had already mo- 
tioned; whoſe reply was, ſhe would follow hin 
in weale and woe, in mirth and miſery, in ſorrov 
and i) mpathy, as far as the confines of the worll 
would permit, or I deſire Why then, quoth Th 
my Aibeliau fancies, & Merfilvasatfeftions an 
incident to the Idea of one formoſity; and hath 
vowed no more then Arhelis could defire to efſel 
To remaine here were folly, in reſpect we at 
abſent from our native home z and to acquaint an 
with the modle of our iffections were unfit: 
Therefore let us with che Bee return 
home in ſafety, and with che skitfall Pilot redire! 
onr courſe to the Port of our refidence : for per 
adventure, tract — time may — = ſecrets 
our , and ſo the prime of our 
be — in the — bloſſoms ot they 
„ which to avoid (as before I have de- 
monſtrated ) let us with haſte returne, and ſo 
through the woods and Forreſts convey our [a 
dies from the fight of any; for if the report of our 
did but arive to the Port of King Brilun 
underſtanding, doubtleſſe he would fo rigourouſ- 
ly increate us, and fo ſeverely handle us, that per- 


chance 
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chance our lives, or at leaft our liberties ſhould re- 
chaine as hoſtages for our mifdemeanour. 


' Plevio attentively liſtening to his Coufins ex- 
hortatic ns, and ſounding the depth of his coun- 
ſel by the profendity of his own conceit ; allow- 
ed well ot the Plot which 7ha/mo had compacted 
for their retirtment; the which, the better to ac- 
compliſh, he willed his Coutin to make his Arhelia 
therewith acquainted, as he proteſted co do the 
like to his Mer/ilva, to the end that when the hayr 
of departure ſlould be aſſigned, chey might make 
themielves readie, and fit ſuch neceſſaries as might 
be needfull for their journey: upon which cefolu- 
tion, each _—_— to his Saint, to whom in the 
confluence of many amorous terms they dilated + 
their purpoſes, and not only diſcovered the Pi- 
Ature of their noble births, but alſo the Pour- 
trait of their direct names; the wind of which 
novelty, they no ſooner underſtood, but being \ as 


te were) ſmooth d up in the extafie of many de- 
licious contemplations, ( ths which ſeemed farre 


the more pleaſant in reſpect of their innovation) 
they being compleatly therewith more then di- 
viney contented, to their ſweet demand ( after 
man — congratulations ) very ſoon conde- 
ſe ä 

By this time our two young Princes Plivis and 
Thalmeno, having apparent proof of each others af- 


; ſe&ionate reſolutions, and burning with defire 


to ſet forwards their enterpriſes, inſtantly ap- 
pointed that the next nigh: following (at the out- 
K 4 ward 
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ward Gate, betwixt twelve and one) would 
attend the thrice happy 8 rue ſweet 
Saints; which warning, though ſhort, yet ſeemed ſo 
. ſiyeet to their Ladies imaginations, that ( applauſe 
building trophies of content in their trembling 
reſolutions ) they very pleaſantly deluded the 
time in familiar dalliance till at laſt, the hour( a0 
they thought ) belng come, and their Priaces ab- 
ſent, metamorpholing their mirth to melancho- 
Iineſſe, and their joy to diſcontent, they began 
to blame them tor to much ( unmerited ) conſtan- 


cy; ſometimes condemning them of ingratitude, 


and then again inſtantly with a ſigh recalling their 


ſpeeches, fearing leſt the influence thereof might 


ſome uncuſtomed accident be tranſpor.ed to 
their favourites underſtanding : ſometimes ex- 


claiming on their own fortunes, in chat they ſaw 
card | 


| erſelf began to temper the preludium, of 
their. loves with diſtaſteful, miſfortune. Bucralas, 
theſe amorous Ladies were both deceiv dl for the 
Dial of their cerebroſities told the hour of aſſigna- 
tion bfore the horologe founded, and the cloc 


of cheir conceits ſtruck twelve and one, ere the eſ⸗ 


ſence of ten, far leſſe eleven, was in election to be 
finiſhed; yet in ſuch ſorrowful ſort they paſt cha 
time, till at Jaſt ( and not unlookt for) their two 
Princes arrived, giving a (hrill hola, which be- 
tween this amorous troop ſerved for a watch word; 
the which the Ladi;s to their delight no ſooner 


heard, but inſtantly (as undecſtanding che ſentence 


of freedome pronounced to their impriſoned con- 
templations giving courage t their choughts,and 


ind 4 
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d dying their milk-white checks with a vermilien 
t bluthy they in cheir night-apparel deſcended; the 
0 | glimpſe of whoſe glocious appearance our two 
ſe ¶ young Princes no ſooner eipied, but advancing 


g I cheir with exquiſite delectation, they went 
nd abuted chem, —— ſo joyfull a — of 

N (divine ſympathy was betwixt them demonſtrated, 
> | thatforgetting their ſenſes, and almoſt themſelves, 
-l thought they would for chat night have made 
theic amorous demeure upon the Lily incarnate 
ſoile of their coralline lips; no words could they 
utter, becauſ their tongues were (by love )devoted 
ta ſilence, and ſuch as paſt, were clamorous volleys 
of ſorrowfull ſighes, which redoubling each on u- 
— 8 1 wk cage 2 — others 
cart with che ſympathy of ſuperabundant atfe&i- 
ou . But in fine, So and in the Cvinckling of an eye 
they heard in the palace a fierce and terrible noiſe, 
as il in a manner the whole Court had been in a ſe 
dicious uproare, which repleating their ſenſes with 
fear, and repleniſhing their conceit wich timeroli- 
.ty, drave them all into a very effeminate hamor of 
exact diſpair; in ſuch ſort, that they knew not how 
to ſave themſelves, nor where to convey their Ma- 
jeſlical Ladies from the gurmandizing jaws of ruth- 
ful diſtreſſe; till at laſt, Thalmeno knowing their e- 
ſtate fickle, and perceiving ic now ſtood upon him 
deſperatl to caſt at all, ( I mean either to loſe his 
er | own life, or his dear Athelia, which he eſteemed far 
ce | more pretious ) refetching the courage of his un- 
n- | daunted magnanimity from the confines: of feare, 
ad | ardarming the interior lincaments ofhis valoraus 
14 | capacity 
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capacity with animoſity, he to his cembling aſſot 
| ö nounced theſe ſpeeches, 6s | 
ince Palma it behoveth us now to be froliqut 

F therefore with a martial —＋ —. fortht 
Lady, & if any (though Hercules himielf 2 | 
to ſtop thy paſſage, ſheath inſtantly thy Amaza 
Bracamard in his perfidlous breaſt, and ſo without 
prolizity ſend his ſervlle ſoule to the Commoy. 
wealth of Pluto for a more then meritorious ſaer. 
fice: And you illuſtrious Ladies, fear n for 
— perſons (ball be a fl 


your . 
Which faid,arme in arme (like Apollo and D. 
— Dexk. vp harcrny any to retift them; 
and teeing 


Porter in his Pavilion, 
cunningly took from him his keyes of the 
When unbolting the an they without mz- 
any noiſe iflued forth, where they were 10 
ſooner come, but they found their Pages each 
their Jenners — them: | roger this newe 
thera their Ladies behind them) mounted 
on horſe. back, and ſoas faſt as the Steeds of Jepite 
alloped through the ſtreets, wherein a ſhoit tim: 
avi — Town and Suburbs, (the obſcure 
ni tf ſeeming to condeſcend to their pretence) 
they at laſt (having cheriſhed their Ladies with ma- 
ny comfortable ſpeeches ) began to confider what 
courſe to take: So that aſſuring themſelves, the 
King finding the Princeſſe lacking. would with all 
le eelerity make ſpeed for their apprehenfion, 
— finally reſolved to rallop through the wood 
2nd 


For reſte, the better to ſtelter them from the 
ght 
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ſight of vn · ¶oureur if any ſuch there were which 
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ſum'd to follow them) by vertusof which pre- 
dicted reſolution, they me de that night ſuch 
dy way, chat before the morning (or at leaſtere 
golden Titan domineered in the ulver element) they 
ound themlel ves very neere twenty leagues from 
the Court. Now to make any long diſcourſe of 
the forrowes which the Court of Zanſara received, 
or any ample relation of the Troops of magnani- 
mous Knights ſent to ſeek them, 1 think ic needleſs, 
at leaſt I omit it, becauſe in my capacity my Muſe 
terms it ſuperfuous. But howſoever, our Troop 
of lovers wers ſo far, that they now knew them- 
ſelves out of confines of danger: And therefore to 
proceed with their future adventures, the nem 
morning as they were ſwiftly riding by a Forreſte 
ſide, they through the branches (which were apps- 
refed with a Summers veſture) migh: eſple a very 
pleaſant Cottage; which both Athelia & AMerſilva 
deſirous to enter, requeſted their Princes to alight, 
and accompany them, who glad in any thing that 
might procure their Ladies delectation, thertunto 
condiſcended; fo leaving their Pages with theit 
Horſes , they enter the Forreſt, directing theic 
courſe to the Cottage; whereto they were no ſoon- 
er arrived, but thinking to find ſome ſhepheardeſle, 
inſtead thereof beheld a very beautiful young man, 
(which ſeeming to be overcome with forrow, ſta- 
dowed the vivacity of his countenance under the 


| wrinckled mask of a diſcontented viſaꝑc)utting ve- 


ry ſorrewfully (lumbering on a verdant banke, 
having a Book, Pen, Ink and Paper cloſe by him; 
which 


which hearing the ſound of their voyces, rouſing 
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up his ſpirita came, and in this ſort ſaluted thin 


Fu Knights and Ladies i ſor lo by the Phyſao- 


my of your faces you ſeeme to be) admire not 


dtm ſorrowes, nor wonder not at my diſcon · 


ſolationz for it is powerful ſortune which hath in- 
veſted me with this miſerable calamity : in reſpeR 


 _ whereof, to evacuate his tyranny, and to triump 


over his uſurpation, I have here ſolitarily with- 
drawn my ſcltc into this Grove, of ſe to live, 
though not ſo well contented as 1 wiſh, ye 
ſo well Pleaſed as man in my eſtate may: my Ru- 


aſe thereof to accept, I will account my 
moſt fortunate, aſſuring you that what there 
wanteth, good will ſhall countervaile. 


| Ie ann e affords no Cates,but povertic;yet as it 
ſe — « 


Our Princes and Ladies perceiving the humor of | 


his benignity, and the nature of his kind proffers, 
thinking their capacities far indebted to his boun- 
rifulneſſe, very friendly by the tongue of Prix c: 
Palma, returned him this amourous anſwer, * 


KR Sir, the apparitions of friend({hip which in 
our travels it hath pleaſed you to afford us, & 
the diſplays ofamity which you have now demon- 
ſtrated us, doth ſo make the Idea of our gratulati- 
or.s run into inſtant admire, that we ſind our ſelves 
fo far engaged in the bonds of arreares,as we ab; 
ivlutely hold our imbecillities ſuch, as our tongues 
cannot at prefent repay ycu wich a condigu re» 
com- 
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compence for your unmerited courteſie; neverthe- 
lefſe; according to the actions of Reaſon, and rules 


of amiry(albeit a guerdone far inſufficient to - 
tervaile the motives of your benignicy Y we reterrn | 
you very hearty rhanks for your proffered cpu. 
fir, aſſuring you that if ever any | | 
preſents, wherein (in honour) we may 
quice your kindneſſe, you ſhall find us gen 
willing, and fo willing;as the effect thereof ſfuiſi 
term us to be no amators of tude, bi ra- 
ther ſavourers of debonaĩroneſſ . 
| 1140 LI Tz 


Which rio ſootier was pronotuic'djbit thefttan-” 


ger taking the two Ladies by the hands, re 
5 E 


them, bs al ſo — ewo 8 enter his 

tage: where in the heſt manner he could e præſen- | 

— them with a dainty collation of ez. 
to 4 | 4 


and Apricocks; with'other ſuch fru ſoyle 


of that _— did afford ; which rs Mow ra 
to ſhew the Ladies the more pleaſure”; 1 
they pleaſed to recreate themſelves in the Arbbur, 


whereof bei aF joyiu), they very.) illh 


ly agre:d; and ſo hand in hand with the Pring 


ſtranger (hewing the way, forth they wentz w 
paſſing chrough a fragrant Ally beſet wich Fir- 
trees they at laſt attain d the entrance of the n 
where they were no ſooner arrived; but the co 
Princeſſes after having viewed the rreaſtre of the 
oderiferous flowers, and peruſed the wealth of the 
fragrant hearbs, they to avoid the bright ardot᷑ of 
the ſplendent Sun ( becauſe a profeſſed enemy to 
their Angelical beauties ) with as much celerity as 
mo- 


— 
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modeſty could permit, betook themſelves to 
Bowers , their belov Conti ap Hf 
F P 


view. 


42 ee 


n nd eds; 

What S aint was ſub ject tomy Breaſts diſcaſe, 
Sula death relate 7 

"The dainty Mitre in earthly joy. 
Lens then in peace ; yet fears ſtill toreveale 

The heavenly Altreſſe of thy Hearts annoy. 
T ac endleſſep 

= Foo pa: A — we; ; 

ore with Love immortall rensaine, 
the fewel of her beauties fre. 


Ne ſooner had he ended his Sonnet, but he in- 
ſtantly 
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ſtantly began afreſh to weepe, and ſo determining 
to nr his ſorrowes ( vailing bis Bonnet) he 
preſently departed, walking aloote from them in a 
ire — —— | . ct our — — 
troop perceiving, began iately to conjecture 
—— 1 TYP cruel Lady, ſo 
ale ic was = wok of Ne - — 
z whereat, hing bis gr 

own malady, and his diſcon ſol ation by their /n 
ickneffe,chey all bewailed bi (t/agical) misfortune, 
Ix piccied the accident of his diſlaſtetul calamity;la- 
zenting chat ever their arrival was the occaſion to 
refreſh his ( amorous) uncured wound, and ſor- 
wing that their preſence in his capacity ingen- 
lerec | contemplation. Vet at laſt to bring 
with Ariadnes thredl our hiftory out the Garden, A- 
helia and Mer/itva roſe up, determining to d 3 
Irhich Thalmeno pd Palma na ſooner perceived, but 
hey immediately hyed them to the knots, to ga- 
each for his Miſtreſſe a dainty Noſegay, whoſe 
xauty, ſcent and ſavour might bei? delight the bu- 
ur of their fancies ; the which Atholia & Merſi. 

1s remarking, began once more to make the round 
ff the Garden, and io as fortune would, paſſing a- 


—_ * 
” 


. 
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ung by a ſtately Pyne · tree upon the Barke 
| might eſpie the 80 ſome Ver. 
s to be very curiouſly incarved, which deſirous 


like fancie therein contained. 
Firſt Fiſh ſhall flie within the Element, 


Ad Atery-Birds live in the Ocean Sea , | 
|  : +; Ba 


o ſee, thereunto approaching, tound-this or the | 
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Far Phzbus halt ferſalę the Firmament, 7 
' And ſcorn to grace the cinſture of the Day 5 
 Fhetis (hall Wander o're proud — 1 
An Nilus ceaſe to water ve 
T he Earth into the Skies ſhall 
And Neptune — x 2. fo — the 
All Ships (hall ſaile maſſe main, 
And Etna friete at py are of the Sun; 
| Dame Cytherea quite ſhall loſe ber tram, 
| And Elepants like Clouds in aire ſhall run: 
. like thiftles þring, 
tops aſpire into the ie; 
From wir e the Dor mauſe vir 4 (hall ru 
And Gnats ſhall all Brooks and Rivers d 
Before th' Idea of Florina's fight * 
Shall ence have power from me to tue his flight\) 
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Which Sonnet ling, and nder in 
this Lady therein 1 m pros Th - 
medlately went, and thereof advertiſed Tha 
alma, who not a little admiring to ſee ona 
of Firn. there cha ractered, began to c 
that he be Prince Meder - To reſpeſit'w 
to ſat isſie their ardent deſire, they with er! 6 
went towards him, where being entered the Bou 
Thalmeno boorded him as followeah, 4 


28 >" 8 


Aſſionate Gentleman for ſo your 'gratic 
(vet ſorrowful) aſpect induceth me to te 

you ; | beſeech you in friendfhip to certifie 1 
- _ Whether you are acquainted the Prinet 
Flerina Daughter unco the King of Nimidid; a 
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alſo whether yot know Prince Meter Son unto the 
King of Biefard ? | 

The ftranger no ſooner beard pronoun'd the 
ſacred Name of Florina, but he inſtantly as being 
conquered with too many divine cogitatlon, ( in 
fainting ſort) fell to the ground; when cloſing 
his eyes, one would have thought he reſolved as 

then to rake his laſt definitive Conge of this Caitiff- 
world. The which our — — no ſooner 


beheld, but (pittying this ſorrowtul accident) 
1ſo e bel $kill for his aſſiſtance, 222 


chort time he recovered ; and elcvating himſelſe 
pon his (ps yet ) weak lege; banilhng ſilence from 
Y bis yrs he in ſigh ing ſort breathed out 
¶ theſe ſpeeches : | | 


A H Florma! whoſe Nectar - name inſuſeth vita - 


lit to my weak ſenſes ; And" ſo ferching a deep 
{85 again continued as followeth. Know ( courteous 
Sf Knights, and beautiful Ladies ) that I have been 
acquainted with the Princeſſe Flerina; and to bo 
plaine, am that unfortunate Meder which you en- 
quire for : Unfortunate Mador, I may well * 
being abſent from Flerina, the memory of whoſe 
divine beauty hath thjs forty moneths beene the 
goddeſſe of my devotions. Therefore, gracious 
Knights, if you know any news of the atoreſaid 
Princeſſe, I beſeech you in kindneſſe to make my 
breaſt there with acquainted; and to congratulate 
your courteſies: I will in lien thereof remaĩneq out 
ectionate Servant. * 

6 


2:46 


Fon and heire to Dram Hing of Girilia, and 


—— — — — — — — — Bec vos — 
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The which ſpeech he had no ſooner | uttered, 


but Prince Thalmene thinking it more then tima to 


adminiſter ſome ſoveraign ditamnum to his tor- 
mented Patient, inftantly returned him this ap« 


planible Reply. 
J* Henkenow, Prince Meder, that I am Thamm 


tin prince ny couſin, Son to---King of Egypt; who 
forme tiro ycati ſince, reſolving to trauel, having 
united our reſolutions with the | of amity, 
drparted; from my Fathers Court, | 
—— ——. rica; — ſo 
journying three day es ne, being itute of 
4 gaide, and unskilfal of the Country, by misfors 
tune ſtrayed into an unknown deſarty but ſortus 
willing to intermix our bitter ſorrowes with ſor 
delicious pleatures, conducted us fortunately tat 
beautiful Caſtle, which entering, we found t 
princeſſe F luna thereof the deſolate inhabit; 
who having forſaken her Fathers Court, vowel 
there to remaine until the joytul return of yc 
princely ſelfjtherefore valorous Aeder, iſ you pleak 


to accompany us, we are bound for C icilia, and ii 


mediately upon our arrvials, God willing, we wi 
condu&youto the melancholy lacs of har ſol 
tary retirement. . 
Mador having his capacity repleated with d 
Zephyr wind of this fortunate newes, very 
(accepting of their proffer) paſt his word to ac 
company them; nay , and with ſo cheerful 4 
counte 
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countenance, that in his dead conceit it ſexmed the 
abſent Idea of Florina had infuſed exaRtvitalicygbur 
at laſt fixing his humane eyes upon the ſwect object 
ofthe Ladies beautie, and ſo 1 upon the 
rarity of his ſweet Florina, he boldly demanded of 
what thaſe Ladies were,and what private 
occafion induced them to travel?who relating him 
from point to point the hiſtory of their amorous 
proceed ings, and advertiſing him likewiſe how they 
were deſirous to be tranſported fer Cicilia hi there 
upon after having ſaluted them wich a Princely 

ce, and made his fluent tongue by an eloquent 
Oration difplay che dexterity of his ca- 
acity, very voluntarily proffered |; 
f Vineyards and Champion Country to con 
F — ot 

1 parts now the diretÞ co fo / 
elf Rey here I once Landed. Our Amorous Troope be- 
ug givinely pleaſed wich this applaufihle newes, 

very inſtantly prepared to depart, where they 
were no ſooner arrived but Medor very ſoruinate 
r car; _ 
onging to e Alphonſo was b 
tempelluous weather and contrary winds forced 
5 take harbor; glad of this unempected 
y and triumphing in that they ſaw fortune ſo 
ſmilingly aſſiſt thelrfidelities, they forthwith ſwapt 
be a bargain with the Maſter to tranſport them, and 
ſos favourable wind cleering them from the coaſt, 
in a ſweet ſympathy of heavenly amicy, hence they 
ſalle ſor Cicilia, where on the Sea they ſo long re- 
maimedd that after __ rerpeſtuous — 


28 
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paſt'the Iſles of Ferande, the Bay of: Sti , tl 
of Guenhie, CapeFrd, and the ifles of Tuns. 
they ar laft  attainedGibra/tar the en. 


er oft be Mediteranean ſtraights; & ſo wich jo 
keepin . 


Filia 'oppolice of Marſertis were towa 
che thiptic, ar che appearance of Cyurbia, very Quiet 
d, in ſuch fort that their ſbip mae 
—— upon the face of N 
— — flacknelie of the current draꝝ p 
fothatat haſt keeping good watch, as the third glab 
. —— 
| t upon E | vey 
. — 4 015 plow ing i 
Inzraile of Thetir zwhereat aſtoniſhed, reſolvig 
to prevent the worſt, be mounted the main ſhrom 
dix@ingftilihis linced eyes, by his attentive 
folongatll arlaficright a+ in their Fore-foay 
he might e pie avery-fiont Galley; uſingallpoſG 
wich Oares and Sa iwiftly made & 
ward chem 3 at which unlookt for accident ( 
a magh vgs courage.) :roubng his ſpirierz 
with er Whiſtle thundered forth atreſt 
rum, Whereatthe whole Toop of Sex ſiripl ings (# 
hey hac been at una warts ſurpriedd) wich a ga 
lane (courage ( quirting their courſe payili of 
mounted che upper Deck, admiring exceedingh 
hat this uuaccuſtomed accident tncamtz he whit 
no fooner they had done, but che Mr. ſhewing the 
the cauſe; and they ſceing the ſubject before cher 
- eyes, very inftantly with heroicall_.reſ@lutic | 
fetched forth their Muskets, and provided a #* 
Rings which might be any way necdful for acomy * 
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Ten Kr dic -> - 


Tau > 43130 rE3 gr m9 


OF FIDEEITIE «249 
-bat; imongſt the reſt the Mr-Gunner burning wich 
deſire to approve ſome experience of his praiſwor- 


ad Art, requeſted che Captain that he might make 
al {omethor 


ortwo towards them; whereat comdit- 

a couple of Demi-Culverings ¶ which lay 

y'forth in the Prow ) were immediately pru- 
whereaunts giving tire ( all the*campan 

Amen ) forth went the (hor, with adi 

ſury ; which being well aimed, ſo happily arrived 

to the deſired mark,that ic not only made a maſſacre 

amongſt the miter able ſlive-, but alſo at fo ſuddain 

a motlone made the Commanders themſel ea trem- 


ble, in ſuch ſort, that finding their welcom not ſo 
. pleaſant as they ex peſted, in went their Ores, down 


their Sailes, ea h betook themſelves to their guard, 
not once preſunung to approach more ncer till 
the morning zi which our Maſter no ſooner percei · 
ved, dut knowing that they would linger dll the 
next day, having appointed each his place, and in 
his abſence given the chief Commanders thereof the 
— charge, down goes he to the Cabine to 
temſort our vl moſt comfort le ſſe troop of Lovers, 


ho alas, lay in a meere exact humor of diſpaire; 


For chey no ſooner heard the thundering report of 


. 
* 
a 


1 


the Caſt· peece, but they genarally reſolved it came 
hom ſome neere · harboutingeneniy: There might 
—.— Thalmino morn, to (ee his Athelia 

ent;Paima ſigh, to ſre his Merſiua ſhedteavess By 


5 Made to ſee them all ſo diſconfolace : chere 


- 


might y ou have heard Atbelia almoſbſighed our her 
heare;nking to loſe her 7 ha/mena;have ſeen Mer. 


5 a Flo onthe point to melt into rears,godepact- {ram 


Ls her 


- 
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ber # ales, have percelved Mader afreſh wit 

- | comenacethe gods for the loſſe of Flovina, \ 

in ſine, co have ſeen all co cxclaim of 

in thaxthe fatal Atrapos oſ miſtortune — 7 

Which the Mee pereciving having bis — 

Mr ving, havi pent 

erated wich ce clangor of tht, =” exelx 

matighs, very froliquely in the ort he could 

bade them be all of good cheere, moreow! 

' thattherewas no fear in the matter, tor that h 

doubted not but in the morning to remain con qu 
rour; W our three couragious Princes fel 

afreſh to their two ſorrowful Ladies, wi 

— — that night A 
could receive no entertainment; for diving 
the conceit of the maſters ſpeeches, and CC 


F they begun the next 2 2 at 


„And to — 1. bl — 
— — their Princely a bloudy fs the which 
——— imprinting within the Cabinet ef 
memories cerebroſity, they could not 
frain from bewatering their — cheeks with 
noo which diftilled from the conduii 
their ſorrowful eyes: the which our Princs 
— and fecing that no perſialive ag 


— their Goh with with the wind of — 
that it now ſtood upon them ( iu 


Gas a cauſe)to — th their = 
as Wi t their own captivity 
| 3 


their, 
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diarely che enerally proteſted to ſacrifice 
enerally proteſted to ſacriſſe 
their lives forthe eftablihing of OED 
So that when the limirs of night was expired, ani 
that the dawn drew near, Aurora in her — 
parel no ſooner began to look t the Caſe· 
ments of heaven, but oui maſters and Princes fo or- 
dered the matter, that their flags and ſtreamers were 
abroad playing with the wind, their Ordnanee 
and Naser arang d and laden, their waſte-cloarhh 
unlooſed, their Nettings laced up, their Yards 
ſling'd, their Companies divided, their Linſtocks 
lighted, the Maſter upon the poop with his-filvet 
Sword to wheaſe them to the Lee-ward; and the 
Trumpets ready at a beck to ſound the firſt onſer: 
On the contrary part/the Gally dighted her ſelf in 
the pride of her warlike jollity, and with a va- 
lorous reſolution came towardſthem, making ſuch 
terrible clamors and out-cries , at if they meant to 
«fight aer himſelf in the cittadel of his impre- 
| monarchie: when inftantly, the wind be- 
Bu to freſh, our Maſter by the condeſent of the 
ree Princes edged very neare; and ſo being rome 
within Cannon ſhot, brought themſetves by thelr 
ſhort ſails, reſolving to attend her comming, and 
with honour to fight it out ; the which the Galley- 
* L4 Slaves 


J 


[ 


— d 
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and all began ( ſuperbiouſly) to band wich the 5ky; 
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2 

Ship in a moment I 
chick as L and therewithall let fly ber WI 
þroad- fide, which in the Galley made ſuch a rat 
tling thunder; that their rails, » yea hatchti 


there might you have ſeen ſome 
ded, which lay g2ſping their laſt ; forme 
lain, imbruing chemſelves in their fellows 
and ſome, whoſe heads flying ſrom their bod 
went.to d advertiſe cheir friends? of their woful Tr 
gedlies. Whereat the Captain and Commanders « 
the Galley {ang with rage, in that ſo unexpet 
ed they received ſuch hot entertainment, diſdai 
ing to dye in their debts, bade their Gunners gin 
fire, where betwirt them was ſo furious a Combe 
that it was hard to judge on which-fide vio 
would encline: But leaving the event-thereof, G 
the inconſtancy of Fortune, wawill a litcle 
from the fight;1nd take a ſecond ſurvey af our La 

ies Jamentations, who being deſtitute of their 

erg, and looking every minute for;unmeriad 
death, maktng their eyes guſh forth fountains x 
rears, yo — aal + 
es, row tearing the ir gorgeous ap 

rel, and the treſſes of cheir tanſlucent bake, to 
imbaching their conceits in che flood of diſpair, a 
comfortleſſe as innocent Lambs in the paw of the 
Lyon: their tongues could utter no ſpeech but 
the name of their P/inces, whereupon continual- 


wour 


I, 


volley forth millions ol 


— 
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D 
ot Ah, quot ? 
would my breaſt might be — Bulwark for Tholms's 
eſervation ! and quoth Merf/va,would my bo- 
dy might be acountermure for Palma ſaſety ] elſe, 
oth Atbelia, I might dic in Thalmem arme, to 
emonſtrate my conſtancy ! or quoth Merſilva, 1 
end my daies at Palmas feet, to manifeſt my fidelity 
an» In which doleful manner, they moutnſully remain- 
ed, as if Thanatos had already aſſummonꝰ their ſen- 
ſes to pay nature her due. | 
But again to our Combatants;v/ho eagerly ſeck- 
ing, did ſo valorouſly behave themſelves, that ir 
was impoſſible yet to judge, which ide Fortune did 
moſt fa vour. But to conglude : as time gives a full 
period to all terreftrical accidents; when the fatal. 
day was almoſt finiſhed, wherein many had their 
Ives catoſtrohies moſt famouſly ſigued witly the 
figrier of death, the Galley moſt dangeroully (be- 
tween w ind and water) received deſpairfal (hot, 
in ſuch pittiſul manner, that they all within board 
made a pittiful cry: the which our Princes under 


DD 


ſtanding, inſtantly conceived (ome hope of victory; 
whereupon they atreſh let fly their roaring Cagor, 
whoſe fiery bullets wrapt in terrour, made ſuch 
ſpacious breaches in the ſide of the Galley, that 
* ſeeing no apparition of hope whereon to rely 
amalning their file, immediately yeelded, ren- 
dàring chemſelves to the mercy of their mortal ent- 
the mies : the which our Princes an company = 
but ceiving, for ſudden joy ſhoute i amain, triu 
nal · © in the conqueſt of ſo famous a Victory; when in- 
4 | ' andy 
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ſtantly they holſted out their Shallop to avoid the 
— when ſhe was repleniſhed ſuffici- 
ently with men and munition,if any perad- 

were 


venture ſhould have been offered, our 


in a difficult difference which of themſelves ſhould 
therein go Commander. Tha/menohe willingly of- 
fered his ſervice, and Pa/ma he yowed not to ſtay be- 
kinde ; but princely Mador, whoſe magnanimous, 
breaſt did likewiſe inbarbour a Hettors c 

ſceing his aſſociates in contention, which ſh 
firſt be admitted, ſtept in and furiouſly proteſted 
that they ſhould both ſtay with their Laides, and he 
only would go Maſter of the Ships : they likewiſe 
hearing of his voluntary reſolution, allowed beſt 
of his reaſon , and fo gave ſentence he ſhould, 
Whereupon with a noiſe of harmonical erumpets, 
away goes Meder, and down goes Thalmens and 


Palma to the Cabin. Their even now comfortleſſe | 


Ladies, being by the Hetauld of report adver- 
tiſed of the victory, came y to im- 
brace them with congratulation of their undaun- 
ted magnanimities, where ſo joyfull a meeting was 
betwixt them demonſtrated, that their conceits 


. Which right then ſwimmedin the Ocean of diſpair, 


did now float uyon the blisful waves of pleaſant 
. deleftation , for their Cynthian complexions were 
prin = yan to cherry countenances ; and their 
mournfull eyes which were almoſt ſubmerg d with 
briniſh teares, did now reflect their beams of ſplen- 
dent vivacity, as glorious Phebe being free from 
cloudy priſon of ſable obſcurity, each joyfully 

d in each others preſence; eicher reap'd _ 

then 


* — 
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chen en quiſte applauſe, and ( in fine) all regel 
Wen i. contentation, 74 to, be ee 
en can no way diſplay thereof the, equi 
e, becauſe my peeviſh capacity e 


” 


encounters. In reſpe& whereaf, leaving their ſe- 
creſie to themſelves, and the cenſure thereof to the 
in duſtrious Readers, I will make a brief apoſtro- 
| their melodious parling, anda little en- 
treat of Prince Madurs proceedings; who by this 
time being neer the Gally, at laſt very, reſolutel 
entered his men without finding any to reſi 
them, who ſceing they were all hidden, by ſoun 
of trumpet commanded chem to make their. appea- 
rance: when immediatly in trembling fort, ou 
came the priſoners, who ſeeing their enemies with 
their 1 drawn in er bands, N 
ir faces, deſiring pardon; upon ce 

75 . am his & 

em, in body or goods; the which the 
underſtanding E 


rince Mad in- 
ſtan ranted : Whereupon after hie had inform- 
ed kim from whence the Gally was, & tg whom he 
appertained, he to Made continued his ſpeech, ag 
fSflowerh : Albeic it greĩveth my Valour ( coura- 
gious Knight) to be conquered by any; yet ſince 
my fortune muſt needs ( becauſe predeſſinated ) in- 
dure the frowne ofhellona, I again rejoyce in that 


it was my blisfulnes to become tributary to fo be · 
| — 


1 


_ 
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a Commander; therefore kind Knight, in 
pelt that wich ſuch hecoical yoluntarineſs you 
have afforded ns our lives, Know that within this 
next adjoyning Cabine, heros refiderit a ve 


" ous whom fortune bath preileſtinated to be 


our priſoner : Her parentage I know not ; but if 

putward geſtures may depaint inward qualities, [ 

pon ere of noble decent; her be. 

viour ( though in adverſity) is ſuch, that as ſhe 

her perplexity with amodeſt countenance, 

ſo.the eth to render her ſelf tributary to 
the Ney of Fortune 


Mad no ſooner underſtood this ( unexpected) 
newes, but burning with deſire to know what this 
Lady might be ; very friendly commanded the 
Captain to bring him to her preſence ; where he 
was no ſooner ariv'd, but be might perceive this 
1 imbathing her ſelf in the 
ſtream of her tears; having proftrated her perſog 
one che floore, and overvailed ber Viſage with' ag 
obſcure skarf, lying as it were in a Cyaticat 

hargie, thinking chat the frſt chat entered wat 
the Harbinger ol death, or to be plain, the inhbuy- 
mane adminifter of her untimely martyrdome : but 
BRAY qut otherwiſe ; for when ſhe thought he 
was lodging his Rapier in the cytadel of her inno- 
centbreaft, why even then he cook ſeiſure of her 
1d, and with an amiable yoice uttered theſe 


Aris, 


7 


eee . CEC 


-OF FI DELITIE. 157 


| Ariſe fair Lady ; for your life and liber i i panel 
you 1. Whereat very i + as, being | 
with the voice, ſhe with a commendable grace ftart= 
«dup; and pereciving (as indeed ſhe thought) that 
it was ber Princely Medor which pronounc'd that 
melodious ſentence z at the hearing thereof, as be. 
ing raviſhed witch too many divine cogitations, in 
a dangerous ſwound ſhe icll co his ſeet. Medor per- 


Faber tragicall unexpected accident, having 


ns heart ated with che Chaos of paſſionate 
| led not to imploy his beſt endeavour for 
her recovery; and fo thinking to elevate her on 
her feeble leggs, by chance ruſting the Scarf from 
ber beauti N ee eee 2 
Flerina; whereat ing th , 
and the vivacity of bis 8 
doubtſull conceits run to the conhnes. of aſto- 
went, he at firſt preambulated with his curi. 
olity, whether it were ſhe which ſo reſembled 
nomie of her beauty; but Jlaffly having 
y ſerit the influence of his aſpects to make 
ew of her perſonage, and her to be 
fſegrially his unlobłt for Flæina, with a 
ing reſolucion advancing his ſpace, he with out · 
ſpread arms moſt amorouſly went and 
her; where ſo delightfull a meeting was betwixt 
them demonſtrated, that me thought from ſo plea- 
ſing a ſolace it was meer ſacriledge to ſeparate 
them: For if Mador outwardly rejoyced to poſ- 
hie aſſectionate Florina, Florin rec iprucally in 
heart ſmiled to enjoy the preſence of her heroical 
Mader. Both ſent fort diſconſolate fighey in wr” 
| ne. 
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nefſe of their Ae ere loves; and faire F laring 
plane tmag ceits toſticared with too ap- 
[ene le im: ginations could not ( being eranſ 
Aetlon) refrain from bewatering the 

Rades . of ber angelical viſage witch many 
ed tearts, which deſcended the ſoile of her 
alabaſter checks, But in fine, Mader giving 1. he 


—4 his bar pt ere thought to in 
ſpeeches ; but again refl 
al CR pa aan the divine object of F 
au ſpuntl his conceĩ t devoted to 
chat of her chery-· countenance ſmooth- 
ug up ee iti an extaſie of 'contentation, for 
to fall into a defpairful trance; 
the which Geof Elirina perceiving, melting 
— \ re: inco'rraces for imminent e 
her LIly- fingers began to co rate the 
gerd es, 0 0 at the Nectar- alm of 
breath infuſing vitality to his fickly 
4545 again refetch his accuſtmed cors 
rage, whe . 2 2 to dif- 
play the ſecrets of 1 mng/ b hy 
loring by the” alabafter-ha nd, 
fandity of his conceits, and cabinet of his 
oP, > a her theſe ſpeeches following 


A 1 ale Florina if lunge finiſh che 00 

of my dayes in the cincture of thy 

mend, or now facrifice the remainder of my lik 

before the aſpect of thy diviue deity, I ſhould 5 

only account my felt farotired ofche Sts. in affo we 
i 


=> 2 Wy _azmS'S” 2646 madiiaSGCsc 7. oi. > CC 


ing me ſuch good fortune, bur alſo eſteem my en⸗ 


Charon may teſtifie that in the 
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terpriſes more then blisful, in being ratified by the 
Synod of the gods themſelves : but ſweet Florina, 
(and therefore ſweet becauſe Florma) ſince the an 
gelical map of thy perſonage, and the ſacred Zephir 
of thy Nectar ſpeeches have ſo freed me from the 

chains of e, and unlooſed me from the fet» 
ters of deſpair, that now before the ſhrine of your 
beauteous benignity, fair Miſtreſſe of my 

and goddefſe of my conceits!I preſent you with the 
— my ſervice, the donation of my conſtantie 
cohſecration of my fidelity, aſſuring you that as 
] have long ſince remained in the priſon of your 
celeſtiall beauty, ſo I reſolve to dye in being accous 
ted your ever faithful ( and never wavering ) Ser- 
vant to the end; that when the fatal fifters deter- 


mine to finiſh the cataſtrophe of my dayes,uupartial 


netential ſonl onely yowed to adore the — 


| — as the brightCynoſwre of eternal 
com 


to whom I dedicated the generality of my 
terreftrial devotions, _ 


Which heavenly yung Florina no ſooher under« 
Rood, but over-ſhadowing the center of her 

cheeks with the damask * a crimſon vailz 
baving imbathed the Imps of her tender capacity 
in the ſtream of Love, and the conceits of her mai- 


den reſolutions in the flood of affetidh, being as 
it were in a very delectable extaſie er fallen 
conceited joys made her ſenſes, yea ſelf to tremble 
2 in her lvory hand taking her ſnow+tyhite hand- 

| terhif, 


> 
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kerchiff, and evacuatirig the pearled teares from 
her line countenance, with a lovely, ( yer 


forrowſal ) voice, the returned him this pleaſant 


A N Princely Ader If my capacity were ac- 
. quainted with that friendly god which rat. 
fied thy freedome, or with that favourable Saint 
which reconducted chee to thy preſence: my fincere 
eopgratulation. ſhould before their fight diſplay 
with what faithful conſtancy l attended thy com- 
ing, and naw wick what ſimpathy of entire ami. 
I honour thy arrivall ; cherefore welcome; 
nay more then — — ſweet Aedor to thy 
lerrownll Fina, and millions of thanks to gra- 
cious Mari ſor inveſting me captive to ſa fortunate 
A cunquerour : fortunate I may well ſay, ; becauſe 
in the eſſence of thy/perſonage, my abſolute ( nay 
onely ( ſolace lay impriſoned; and if more may 
more then fortunite, in being by the enjoyance 
a deprived trom che reſidence of my 
* accuſtomable diſconſolations: Ah deart Mad 
ſince thy ſorrowfull departure, I have lived moi 
co nmfartleſſe 3 yet in enjoying the ſelicity of thy 
age, Ido wreath up the memory of aggraves 
— che einders of oblivion ; love (yea love) 
bacauſe invincible affection bath ſo captivated my 
cnnecits, and conquered my ſeuſes, that onely | 
now live cerve ſweet Mader ʒ aud maugre the e- 
fe&s of Fortune, refolve to dye in the - amorous 
' Itagueof his deſired friendihip. - | 


Mb 
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. ., Mader yondering upon this kind anſwer, and 
perceiving his conceits were r cullned 


to her courteſie, ſtraining her moſt affectionately 
by her Lily fingers, and binding his partial aſpects 
upon the femple ſoyle of her 8 incarnate vi- 
ſage, imbracing her again within his lovsly (nay 


more then lovely, becauſe moſt faithful) armes, he 


from the concavity of his joy ſul breaſt, ſhaped her 
this friendly anſwer. 


A H dear Florine! whoſe lively ſight infuſeth vi- 
tality to my dead ſenſes; baniſh now from 

thy breaſt the memory of ſorrow, and let only the 
motives of eontentation flour ih in the Common- 
wealih of thy.qunceits ; for now before the ſhrine 
of thy ſacted ſelftʒ upon the Altar of fidelity, Ma- 
dir preſents thee with ſu compleat a portion af un- 
daunted friendſhip, 28 you any way can delice, or 


the gods themſelves diſtribute: And (weer f or ina, 


ſir c: by fortune it ſo falleth out, that now coritra- 
xy to my expectation you are maile my blisſul pri- 
ſoner, know Miſtreſſe of my imaginatlons, an An- 
gel of my delights, that in molt honourable com- 
pany I am bound for Cicilie, where as ſuohe as A 
el and Neptune ſhall ſet me aſtort, I will meſt wil- 
lingly, if you pleaſe, ſolemnize the Rites of our 
Nuptials with the contract of Marriage, and rat i- 
fie my beautiful Florina to be the (ole and ſupreme 
Empreſſe of my breaſts cxpectation. - 


Plerina no ſooner under food the harmonious 


Ecymologic of thee ſacred ſpeeches, but in her 


M brea'! 


as" 
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breaſt de capacii ſweetly ruminating upon the ſu . 
Fred Caderca thee delectable — | 

a g her Maiden ſenſes in the field of aſſecꝭi- 
on, ſhe inſtantly returned him this kind anſwer, - 


12 not, ſweet Meder, that having long ſince 
devoted my ſelf thy hand- maid, I wil now re- 
pent me of my enterpriſe, and ſo fruſtrate thy ex- 
tions in the Autumn of their hopes, but rathet 

pray reſolve ( at leaſt if my prayers may gain ac- 

ceptance in the front of your amity ) that Florin 
eſleerns the ſcale of our Nuptials to be the preamble 
of herforrunacy, and theaniting of our affectioa 
the very quintefſence of her felicity z therefore] 
beſeech you delay no time, derbe thy 
enterpriſe, to the end thit Maædur receiving the 
chief ſolace ot kis breaſt, Floris may reciprocak 
iy enjoy the deſired Prince of her immortal de 
ectation. 15 


Mader inſuſing her applauſible reſolution my 
Ih the aſſectionate profundity of his compete 
cenſure , havitg bis breaſt penetrated with more 
ifte amity then he ever thought Verss pre ſen 
ted to her wanton Agenir, or Dido to her wavering 
Hr, (ending again the infuence of his aſpects to 
ratiſie a mutuall combination with her Angelical 
beauty, be kindly imbracing her flender waffe, and 
courtcouſly giving her corall lips the tmpreſfe of 4 
ectar kilſe, with a gracious ſamiliar reſolution WF 
amce her this amorcus an{wer. 
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| Wu. my faire Plerina, make rady for! 
uu departure; to the end that | 
Yadvertiſe my Princely Aﬀociats of our blisfuln 
and ſo proſecute our voyage to Cicilia. To Ciellia i 
quoth Florina : and rherewithall the pearled teares 
trickled down her Vermilion cheeks ; which AH 
Yr perceiving, and admiring at her ſuddain iorow . 
Ineſs, couragiouſſy demand:d her the occaſion of 
her diſconſolation. Oh'; quoth Flotina, for 1 firſt 
heard y You repeat the name of Ciciliz, my pref. em joy: 
doth afreſþ nl me in mind of my forepaſt miſeties if, 
lovely Mædor, havin for thy ſake ſequeſtred my aſs 
roms all company and my reſidence #1 4 de 
Caſtle, thereunto . — ly arrred two — 
Kyiohrs from Cicilia, who in reward of ſome ſmedll be- 
„gur Jafforded them, proteſted very ſolemuly to ro 
earch thee ont (&f 750 E. confines of Attica did con- 
rain thy perſonage ell quoth Meder, & have yo 
not fitice hea of 3 adventurous proceedings } 
Ne,teplyed Florina, whereat I mach ſarrom, in reſpeth 
they were amators of my p iſſtons,& favourite) of thy af 
efliows, Thus with moſt pleaſant pratle in amorous 
diliance they deluded Ser times till at laſt Pringy 
Mador ſhaking himſelf out of his delicious dump, 
and aroufi og bs ſenſes from their amorous plaudi- 
ty, very ſecrerty in his breaft ſtampꝰd this reſoluti- 
on; Why Mader, are thy humane affections ſo de- 
voted to love, chat now in entertaining Cvpid, thou 
piveſt Mars a fare wl, or in courtin G. thou 
eaveſt Bellana defolate ? what, hath the faire aſpec 
| Bot Florina( with Circet) fo charm'd the fuel of thy 
1 ere, that in contewplating on her beauty, thou 
* 2 in- 
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intotnbeſt thy military actions in the ſhrine of ob- 
lion? No, nd, Aader : Affections are but fanficy 
and love doth beſt reſerable the flowers of Syria, 
which no ſooner flouriſh with the ſplendantneſſe of 
Titgn, but fade with che obſcurity. of Cynthia; 
therefore let paſſionate fictions give place to fame, 
und let amorous conceits ſtoop to magnanimity.. 


| Which aſpiring ſpeeches he no ſooner pronom. 
ccd, but inftancly his fair F /orina,in the jollity ofhe 
beſt attire, ruſnt from out her Cabiner;at the ſudda 

whereof, forgetting his former inhuman cop 
ions, and now devoting bis future oraiſonsy 
the Altar of her excellency, baving loſt his Mami 


courage iy the Phyſnomy of her effeminate cow 
— — of War in & 
——— Vermilion of her beauty, he refoln 
to his pace towards her; but ſte percei 
his preſence, determined to prevent his — 
ſo meeting him halſe waies, delivered himd 
lovely ſalutation. da 07 
4 ſweet Mad, let us here · hence depart, u wi 
1 our miſeries with the triumphs of cou cu 
tent; Fortune you know is variable, therefore H «pt 


grass 


tic 


ſlip no time ( in eflecting our. Nuptials) while 1% 
portunity doth preſent; Only this before we d I, 
part, I intreat you that theſe miſcrable ſlaves by fell 
your conquering valour made eaptives,may (with to 


aut prejudice of their ſubſtance or ſelves.) have f 
per miſſion to depart ia ſely. N. 


Piin 
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Prince Mader well — nature, and 
cofnmending her capacity for proj fo chari- 
table a vertue, very willingly thereunto condiſcen- 
-ded, and ſo taking conge of his priſoners, ard com- 
manding his Sha lips to be made ready, ( imbra- 
cing his goddefie F/orina in his Princely arms) with 
his not 4 — — y — 
3 but long ted not on the | 
Eine till afavorable Zephyr gale: — 
bim in ſaſety to his ſhip, where enter 
ing, and demanding for che Princes, anſwer was in- 
ſtantly made him, that they were in the Cabine, 
playing on the Lute to delight their Ladies; where- 
upon leaving Florina ( fora whites ). at the doore, 
down goes he to participateaftheir 
dy ʒthe which Thee and Pam no ſooner per- 


ceived,bur lay ing their — — 
ticularly wich his Lady went faluted E. 
asking what news? why none quoth Ader, bar 
.only this, chat inſtead oben rich prize, I have found 
an ineſtimable Gem, the valuation whereof, in my 
conceit, may not ſufficiently be numbred by the 
whole induſtrious characters of Arithmetiques ſa · 
culty. Ne, — Atbelia and Merſilua, why then it 
appe ares you have lighted upon the Mint of Mexico, or 
elſe fallen ſoule of the Minerals of Peru. Neither have 
I, replyed Medor, and — [ divinely rejoyce in poſe 
ſeſſing the tenuiĩty of fo ſacred a preſent. Whereuns- 
io Palms and The anſwered, TA i [then lik 
; — Mzdor, Ford 708 have 2 jou — 
| your Princeſſe Florina, or at leaſt. ſeen the t 
fr. of her beautiful excellency. Meder * 


r 
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che divine name of his Floriua repeated, cold not | 
refrainc from producing ſecret ſmiles, becanſe*%he 
tyllables of her ſacred Anagram raviſhed his (ences 
in art extaſie of delefation; 2 F lorina advan» 
-cingher pace, preſented her ſelſe beſutre the cou 
pleat view of the company; at which beautiful ob- 
oft, Thaimaewo and Palma refleQing their linced re 
12 ſuperlative daintineſſe of her oy 
k — —— her (48 
dae ih w) to be the pertett perſonage of admi. 
raid Flaum but again, not able to ratifie cher 
Auſptttid affarance with certainty, ſtill contemply 
ting on thrarity of ſuch exquiſit perſoction, look 
ang one on che other, durſt not preſumeàùn adven 
curing to fame her; on the other fide, Florin 
binding the ĩnſuence of her ſpeculation upon th 
mirror of their countenances -immediacly 2 
the Architect of their complexions ) deemed: then 
to be Thalmers and Palma; but at laſt after mam 
amorous re gards ſent fim the influence of rheit 
eyes were eracuted, Thalmem x ing the ſenſ 
bility of his conccics, began to eſteeme that it w 
abſo faire Ploriua upon the ſoil of which ap- 
plauſible reſolution, definitely erecting an aſſured 
foundation”; he very joyfully ſtept, and with 4 
lovely kifſe ſaluted her in this ſort. 


A H ſwert Flerina l thrice welcome to joyſull 
Thalme no, and millions oſ thanki to debonai 
fortune for inveſting mine eyes with the object of 
ſuch unexpected blisfulnefic! Florina hereat bluſſi- 
iag Inche Lily ſoile of her alabaſter cheeks (to the 
| . ſpectaton 
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ectators ſight ) produc'd the apparition of crym< 
25 Roſes; — ſo (after having glanced upon A- 
dors excellenc y) addreſſing her to Princely 
Tbalmeno, ſhe very gallantly with a modeſt grace, 
returned him this dulcid reply: 


Thanks, courteou Prince, for ye heroical benignizy 2 
& more then fortunate am [to be the eſſential ſub jedt of 


your dilettable coment ation. But here Prince Palma in- 


terrupting her ſpeeches, went majeſtically, and like- 
wiſe Kalused her; where betwixt theſe three ma- 
jeſticks of aſſection, ſuch joyful plaudities of exqui- 
ſite awity was repeated, chat Atchoſia and Merfilua, 
(of Florina unſeen ) ſitting attentively.in a corner 
admired what this unlookt for betokenedz 
ſor firſt inveſting the habilement o "wgealots con- 
jecture, they thought this minion of beauty was 
of purpoſe come to fruſtrate their hopes of expe&- 


dd contentation : but inſtantly poizing che hdeli- 


ty to their Princes by their own aſſectione, and 
their undaented loves by their abſolute likings, 
(vepentingthemſel ves for the conceit of ſuch un- 
mecrited inconftancy ) they both reſolved in fami- 
hare amity vety kindly to ſalute them: but Prince 
M handingaloottrom their preſence, and con · 
je Ruring by the nuitability of their countenances, 
that their imaginations were toſticated in the ſur- 
ges of perplexitie, finding a lovely remorſe in bis 


alfectionate brealt, wich a gallent ( hecoical ) re- 


(lution went and in this fort, ſaluted them: 
| M 4 Falre 
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Air Princeſſes, (and therefor fair, becauſe ems 
belliſhed by ſupreame deity ) This beartions 
Nymph (if ſpeaking without partialicy) which 
here preſents her ſelſe before the influence of your 
contemplation, is (only) the ſweet ſubſtance ot wy 
(admired ) Florina ; Florina | ſay, whoſe exquiſite 
pourtraidt and dainty perſonage | adore as the uni - 
que goddeſſe of my capacities telicigte, 


Athelia and Mer ſilva ſwallowing down the Am- 

broſian ſweetneſſe ot theſe ſugred ſpeeches, and 
infuling in their cercbroljcies the unlook'c for event 
of this applauſible accident, demonſtrating by the 
plaudity of their ſmiling aſpectt, that their conceirs 
wererak'd up in the imbers of delectation, with 
the {ympathizing unity of one melodious voice 
returned him this harmonĩcal auſwer: 


Nay then, Prince Mador, we exquilitely rejoyce in 
that Celeſtiall deity hath Coroniz'd the — of 
our affections with the Garland of content; and 
much ſolace in that the fancies of our conceits are 
ſo blisfully confirmed by the fortunate artival of 
your divine F lorina | Whereupon Prince Medw 
gratifying their courteſies with thanks, and their 
cus ioſu ies with affection, taking ea h by the Lily 
hand, determined to go and ſalute his Saint; but 
on the cantrary part, Prince Tha/meno and Palma 
conceiving their determination, thought to pre- 

vent their purpoſe, and ſo imbracing the Lady 
Florina in their armes, went reciprocally likewiſe 
to meet them; yea, and in ſuch amorous ſort, — 
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each lovely Band advancing there pace, they at laſts 
vety 2 — — the other 5 
where on both ſides was demonſtrated ſuch ſuper- 
ceremonions courteſie, that for inſtant joy me 
thought my Muſe flood filent, as being raviſhed 
wich pleaſure in the Jabyrinch of delectable admi- 
ration. | 

To relate therefore the Jovely-ſmiles, aſſectionatt 
fighes, piercing countenancer, and pleaſant prat- 
tle which were banded and ſent between this amo» 
rous army, were but a mcricorious ſubje& to 
make this my ( abrupt) Pamphet ſwel into an am- 
ple ſtory. Therefore to avoid prolixity , and yet 
in ſuch mediocrity, as hoping not to incur the 
Readers indignation, I will leave to conſider with 
what fervent detire each wiſh't themſelves landed 
upon the ( eſteemed Pactolus ) ſhoares of golden 
Cicilia, the which the Maſter of the Ship percei - 
ving (having bis breaſt penetrated with the con- 
ſiderutlon of their tormented amitics ) failed not 
to the utmoſte of his 8 to ſhorten their Sea- 
faring Voyage ; ſo that hoyfting on more Saile, 
and plowing through the liquid intrals of Nerens , 
they at laſt in a radiant day (when Tr as in his Me» 
ridiam thron began with his iplendenc locks to viſit 
the Weſtern Plains ) very fortunately eſpyed the 
defired coaſt of Cicilia; which at firſt they could 
not well make untill the na Promoncory de- 
cided their doubt: which the maſter perceiving 
( throwing up his Cap for joy) went and immes- \ 
diatly advertiſed our Cyprine troop of this fortu- 
nate news ; which no ſooner was by che — 
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of report bruted amongſt them, but inſtantly lea- 
vint their amorous ( yet chaſte ) dalliance, dy 
very cheereſully ( being deſirous to repleat the in- 
fluenee oftheir eyes with ſo wiſhed for an object) 
moſt couragiouſly mounted the upper Deck, by 
"which time the winde continually treſhing, chey 
were almoſt approching the ſhore : the proſpet 
whereof fo revived their fickly ſenſes, that Prince 
Theimens at laſt ſeeing the Ship at ar®Anchor, very 
Wr the Boatſen to ſet chem 
4 · ui 2966 


In which mean time the three Princeſſes hying to 
— 5 — ys TAS 

che eir glittering jollity, ey ra- 
ther edſembled heavenly — humane Pa- 
ragons,and Sacred Queens, chen Terreſtrial Per- 
ſenages : Fur cheir Angelical cheeks, which their 
golden hair delighted to ſport. wichall; their glo- 
by fronts, wichin whoſe Alabaſter circumference 
the(Graces range in; their piercing eyes of power 
to obſcure the brightneſs 2 and their 
vory paps, wherein their azured veins make 
their Nader Ampychrite diſplay ſuch a delicate 
appa tit ion of Paphian allurement, that I abſolute 
by conjectured Hiyſſet would have ſtoopt to con- 
template on the ſoyle of their countenance ; and 
Jupiter himſelt, at their delicate * to be in- 
velted their favourite, would have left fair Gam- 
mede deſolate upon the Downs of Ida, So now 
the blisful hour of their departure being come, arm 
iu arm, like Saints of Felicity they ruſhed forth, 
. pre- 
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preſenting themſelves to their Princes ; who ats 
ending their arrivall, received them with more 
then exquiſite applauſe; where amongſt them paſt 
ſo many millious of Amazon ſpecches, that the 
motives thereof, would have daunted the 22 
enemieof ( Angclicall) Cytherea: Zut in fine, the 
enerally taking leave of the Company, ( and the 
allop ready ) in molt exquiſite Heroical manner 
they 4 departed . At whoſe X{rimus 
vale, the Maſter gave ſuch a thundering volley of 
Ordnance, that the tebounding Ec thereof 
dtave the Harbouring Cicilians into the affright- 
ing humour of Timeroſitie; upon which unex- 
Cted Accident, preſuppoſing that ſome Forreign 
— was come to invade them, they in ſwarmes 
of Martiall Troops directed their, courſe to che 
Sea; ſide; 2 oo le 2 Sands my Drums 
couragiouſſy founding, an gnes ſumptu 
Ae e — attended . 
Landing. Our Princes perceiving this un 
Warlike Aſſembly, b an. immediatly to d the 
iſſue of their Mactiai!l determinations ; fo that 
grounding their reſolutions upon the Rock of diſ- 
cretion, and cheir imaginations upon the Bul-» 
wark of Tranquilicy, they afar off comman- 
ded a Banner of Trure to be demonſtrated ; and 
ſo exapourating feare from their courage, and ti- 
merolity from their Countenances, they very au- 
daciouſly drew near the (hore z Which the Tici. 
lians eſpying, being defirous, ro know of what 
Countery they were, and what this unaccuſtomed 
Alarme meant, in ſwarmes of Martial Troops 
wit 
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with magnanimous reſolutions, they advanced, 
to prope their landing: But Prince Thalmets 
wich the reſt of his amorous Aſſociates, not paſſing 
for their flouriſhing bravadoes, commanded che 
Boatſen to row them aſhore; which no ſooner 
was effected, but preſenting their Ladies wich 
many ſugred kifſes (tor their Bien Venus) each con 
ducting his own beautifull Saint, they very vali- 
antly marched forwards : The Cicifians conjeftu. 
ring ro haye fought ſome hot skirnuſh, being one- 
ly. inftead thereof met by this weake company, 
drag'd their Enſignes witch —— in the dult, 
whereas heretofore they ſuperbiouſly diſplayed 
them in the aire with dougheineſſe. In fine, the 
chicfe Commanders of the Regiments, burning 
with deſire to know what this Martial effeminate, 
Tragi-Cœmedy meant, with couragious reſolu- 
tions advanced their ſpaces to parle with them: 
whon no ſooner they approached, but tirſ} glan- 
cing their aſpects upon the beaucifull countenan- 
ces of the Angelicall Ladies, they at laſt making 


an Apoſtrophe from their Beauties, ſettled their 


ts upon the bold Complex ions of the admired. 
Knights; ſo chat their ( Lynceus) eyes ranging cir- 
cum: pęctly upon the valorous Phyſnomy of their 
Herbical viſages, they at aſt very apparently per- 
ceived their Soveraigne young Prince Thalmeno to 
be there preſent :. At which applauſible ( contem- 
plarive ) Object, having their hearts conquered 
with infant Trophies of many delectable Tri- 
umphs, they caſting aſide their weapons, went and 
tubmidively proſtrated themſemſelves to his rey 
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which Prince Thalmeno perceiving, after having 
gratiſed their loyall affectionate humility wich 
thanks, comma them to Troop up their 
Forces, and ſo to accompany him and his Prince- 
ly affociates to the Palace: Which radiant cele- 
ſtiall newes was no ſooner bruted in the Camp, 
but very ſumptuouſly in Warlike array, the pore 


ches being ſtrewed with Laurel boughs and Roſes, 


they gallantly marched forwards ; whereof the 
ancient King Druino being certainly advertiſed, 
( having his heart ravifhed with the applaufible 
news of his Son Thalmeno's arrivall) inſtantly 
commanded three ſuperbious rich Coaches to be 
ſent towards them, to convey him with his princely 
companions to the Court, which trampling coura- 
gious Courſers, like the Steeds of Phebzs, made 
ſuch ſpeedy celerity, that in ſhort time they drew 
neer the Suburbs of Acſana; which being the ca- 
pital Citi of Cicilia, was fo proudly dight in the 
pride of her warlike jolicy, that the multitude of 
roaring Canons, and (ilk ( 7ris ) Enligns being 
planted on the Bulwarks and Towers, rather made 
me conjecture it to be famous Troy, then fair Meſana. 
The King his father being certified of his neer ap- 
proach, accompanied with his lovely Queen, to- 
gether with a gliſtering Regiment of Ladies, and 
Cavaliers, very Majeftically iſſued forth to meet 
them, where before the Port-Royall they ſumptu- 
ouſly ſaluted each other, and in ſuch amiable wiſe, 
as was either in right due to the Father, or in rea- 
ſon {correſpondent ) befitting the Son, the Queen 
likewiſe with joyſul teares bade him welcome, and 
ſo 
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ſo after having generally ſaluted as well Prince, 
Thalmeno, as Palma and Medor, with their beauti- 


ful Ladies, they in pompeous magnificence rode on 


to the City ʒ at whoſe joyfull entrance, the Loy- 
al-hearted Inhabitants cauſed ſuch a thundering 
peal of Ordnance to be diſcharged, that the terrible 


rebounding eccho thereof not only affrighted Ju- 


Fter in his Celeftial Diadem, but likewiſe made 


Mars himſelſe tremble in the (ſacred) Bulwark of 


his impregnable Citadel; the ſtreets alſo as they 
paſt, were beautified with many ſumptuous Page- 


ants, where to demonfirate the Citizens voluntary 


kindneſſe, this Royal Troop was feaſted with ma- 
ny curious banquets, preſented. by peerleſſe Vir- 
ins of ſuper- excellent beauty : Thus paſſing the 
8 in bravery, being impaled by the warlike 


young men of the City, they at laſt arrived to the 


dignitied Palace; where a double Court of Guard 
(commanded by the chiefe Nobles of the Iſland) 
moſt famouſly received them. To recount therefore 


the ſumptuons Feaftings, the triumphant Tiltings, 7 


the majeſtical Maſques, and the honourable aſſem- 
blies,wherewith King Druino admiredly celebrated 
the arrival, were ( | think ) ſuperfiuons co this my 
peevilh Pamphlet, and the 2 
ty, becauſe ] con ecture he can more cut ĩoully con- 
ceive it in his contemplation, then my Infanc-Muie. 
may any way dilate it; by vertue of which pre- 
miles, to proceed briefly wich our hiſtory : 
Thalzena having, from point to point diſplayed 
King Dyzivo bis Father the manner of his proceed - 
ings: as allo depainced him che vertaous (Princely) 


1 


pe diſcreet capaci- _ 
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diſpoſition of the three Angelical Ladies ( but eſpe: 
elally of his Saint *4zhelia) he being ( —_ repori 
thereof) deſirous to try if the temple of her ſenſes 
were adorned with ſuch rare perfections as his Sam 
affirmed, very privately invited her to a ſecret con- 
ſerence; where wreſting her with ſundry intricace 
queſtion, as well of wit as loyalty, Love as Mo- 
lefty ; he at iaſt found her compleately fovertuaus, 
that comparing her ingenious qualities with: her 
Pringely deſcent, he accounted himſelſe hapy to be 
endued with ſo gracious a Daughter, and hrs Son 
moſt fortunate in being endowed wich io prerleſſe 
# Paragon; the Queen likewiſe reflecting a partial 
eye upon ber modeſt geſture, and prying into the 
concavity of her Princely conditions, found her 
natura}l qualities to be fo adorned with the affable 
demonſtratives of debonair benignity, that period. 
ing her capacity wich this definitive reſolution, the 
thongheher nct onely to be a ſecond Diana for mo- 
deſt chaſtity, but alto a ſuper - excellent Calliope for 
ingenious curioſity by vertue whereof, ſti] ſerĩouſ- 
ſy rummnating upon the meaſured Cadenca of her 
ely educationt, as alſo pondering upon the 


. 


ſplendant vertues wherewich they ſaw the Garden 


of her — cerebroſity to be imbelliſhed; the 
imediately reſolved that no greater blifſecould ac- 
cidentally befall her Sonne, then (for his Nuptial 
compartner ) to be graced with ſo ſweera-Princeſsz 
ſo that the Father being (applauſibly ) pleaſed, the 
Mother more then divinely contented, and both 
trmrhing in the conceits of this delectable ſym- 
pathy, could enjoy no ſolace in their eſtimates, nor 
plea- 


| eefle he {0 authentically ſ6!licied, that the King his 
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in their conte tion, untill they had 
— the day of — the two dar- 
of Love might enjoy the fruition of their ar. 
dent affection; which was not long prefixing ; for 
their Princely Parents knowing the ty of 
youth, the force of love, the power of beauty, and 
the efficacy of temptation, thought whiles occaſicy 
did preſent, to let no opportunity ſlip ; and there. 
fore, in theplaudity of a pleaſant humour, appoin- 
ted that the next Feſtival ( which was ſome twen 
ty dayes following) their Nuptlal Rites ſhould be 
ſolemnized ; which ſacred divine news Thalmen 
& Atheliano ſo ſooner underftood, but having their 
hopes elevated upon the wings of contentaticn, 
flew as ie were aloſt, in the Celeſtial Paradiſe of & 
ternity ; ſo, as imbathing their curioſities in the 
Nectar ſtreanſes of conceived ſolace, with may 
millions of amorous applauds they attended the 
hour wherein their expectations ſhould be crowt 
ed with the heavenly Garland of content. Bu 
now to our other Princes and their Ladies, who 
being by the Herauld of report advertiſed of Th 
mens Fortunate proceedings, burn with deſire 
on the Stage of Matrimony to be Actors of the lik 
Comedy ; the which Then perceiving, vi 
their Jlanguiſhing ſickneſſe by bis own tormente 
— went to the King his Father, and with 3 
trembling Orat ion ( the tears ſtanding in his eye) 
ueſted that his two Pringely companions 
likewiſe under his gracious favour enjoy the 
vertuous deſired Paragons ; which condign pro- 


Father 
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Father (with direction) diving into the . 
ol his Sons demand, and ſinding the ſubjeR of 
deſires to be extracted from the pure model of chaſt 
affection, preſenting pitty b the ſtage of his 
eyes, ity upon the Theatre of his con- 
templations, (with a debonair aſpeR) gave ſen- 
tence, that one day ſhould finiſh the gentral cripli- 
cities of their marriages, The Zephir winde of 
which ſwect novelty was no ſooger by Thalmens 
tranſported to the ears of our amorous regimen — 
but Palma embracing his beautiful Mis 
Medor kiſſing the coraline lips of his faire F 
did in the triumphs of love as ic were floate upon 
the ſtreames of blisſull applauſe z ſo that their love= 
8 fetching a ones — the 8 
9 id (without range u 4 
radiſe of 8 leaſures. Gd ocher dg 
whites theſe Imps of Hen were with pleaſant dal- 
lance beguiling the time, King Dreme was not 
idle in making ſumptuous preparations for the ce» 


lebrating of their weddings :, and the more to dig- 
nike that day with heroical criumphs, be 
the Carrafours of his Iland(by Garties his 


of Arms) commanded a Toutnoy and Jouſt to be 
Fs beate whereunto not onely the Nobles of 


is Dominions ſhould be welcome, but alſo all 

orreign Princes and Cavaliers ( whatſoever } 
might aye ou acceſſe 2 af myo” 
report whereof was no ſoqner (| ver trump 
of fame)diſperſed through the harbagcingNations, 
but thither (I meane to Cicilis ) abundangly 
flocking many 3 magnanimous 


Martialiſte, 
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likewiſe leaye them to their amorous (divine) pleas 
lares,and (praying Venus to guard them within the 
Iſts of her lacred influence) fetur to the next day, 
wheręin the Heroical fears of Chivalry were to be 
ccomplithed./T be morn was fair, the skyes brighe, 
ewind calm, and Pheli in his radiant pavilion 
delighted to grace the cin kuts of che day with hig 
meridional beauty: thereforethe Tilts being built, 
the Tents erected, the Cavaliers ready, and the He- 


ourt, and with valour dire& dur Hiſtory to 
the Campe; wherein à Gallery, Theatre. wiſe, was 
ſo induſtriouſſy built, chat the royal Aſſembly, and 
ſweet Ladies might at their cafe proſpect all, and in 
fafery ftandjinprejudic'd of any, whoſe gliſtering 
divine beauty ſo glorionſiy ſparkled admiration 
to the ( aſtoniſhed ) ſpectators, that the excellent 
contemplation therevt war not onely of compleat 
o wer to inſuſe valour to the moſt couragious, but 
ſo of exact force to tnike a meer Daſtard prove a 
oughty Conqueror. Now to begin wich the: 
Articles projected for Tihing, it was thus ordain- 
ed, Far the Cicilians ſhou'd anſwer all commers 
Whercupon by the Kings command, the- Herauld 
ſounded to the Combate ; when inftantly, a Cici- 
bar Knight palſahily mounted, entering the Liſt, 
was preſently 


5 prepared ; Tet (is for a while "give Conge to 
the C 
the C 


y met by a warlike Hungarian, who at 


the firſt encounter lodging his Lance in his Ene- 
mies dreaſt, very ydloroufly unhoi ſed him, making 
him (deſpiglit his pride) moſt humbly greet the 
ground with his Perlonage, whereon but ven 
then his hoc & ſupecbiouſly trampled : To revenge: 
my N 2 whale 
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—— CESS the K 
oſe i , another Cicilias ſaluting the Kin 
(fetching his cariere) galloped within the 15 
which, as the firſſ, was by the Hangarian in a mo 
ment vanquiſhed: The King aſtoniſhed hereat, by 
is Page. royal ſent the Conqueror a Preſent ; and 
extoiling highly his valour, commanded two 
freſh-Champions to be admitted; which — 
was accompliſhed. But wavering Fortune reſol- 
ved (for a time) to ſmile on the ſtrange Cavaliert, 
ö inſtinc of her Camelion influence con- 
tinually afford them victory; ſo that of twenty 
Ciculim Champions which ran that day, not one 
remained Conqueror, but all to their immortal l 
ſname, returned vanquiſn d. The whole aſſembly ad. 
miting hereat, could not refrain from ( bluſhing) 
aſtoniſhment : the which the King remarking (in- 
1 nd commanded the Triumphes for that day 
off, and ſo the general aſſembly depart. 
ed- But now as the rumour hereof was bruted a+ 
broad, and almoſt. in the Court no other news 
walking; our three young Princes (l mean Tha/menj 
Palma and Mader] storming with diſgrace to fe 
"their aflociatsſodeteared, ( e their conceit 
with the conſideration of honour) & fame likew 
in their brelts refreſhing the embers of magn 
ty, they at laſt gave this period to thelr reſolution 
chat the very next morn(ſecretly)in 2 
the effects of Fortune) they would ma intaine 
Eombate . Upon which reſolute determination, 
they bied to the Kings Munition-houſe, and there 
choſe each of them a green Armour of Velvet, Im- 
boſſed with fixed Stars and Roſe, of pure beaten 
gold: But again, the better to bring their purpoſe 
to 
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to paſſe, they under the inask of diſguiſe, ſecretly 
ſo wrought with the King, that the next morn, 
to decide the Combate, there ſhould be of each 

fide elected three chiete Champions, whereof, who- 
ſoever remained Conqueror, ſhould immortally 
be inveſted wich the Olympian garland of dignified 
fame, Whereupon Aurora ( having waſht her Am- 
ber locks in the azured — oſ 7 =? no ſooner 
wich her Cynthian complexion appeared in the pur- 
pled =—_ the Drums traverſing the — 
advertiid all (aſwel natives as forreigners ) of the 
Kings i ed reſolution. The Cxcilian Knights 
not knowing of the three Princes determination) 
prepared them ſelves ro the Combate, and fo like- 
wiſe did the ſtrangers, amongſt whom, they elected 
three magnanimous Princes, whole names anone 
ſhall be at large related. In fine, King Dr»imo, the 
Queen, the three Princeſſes, with the reſt of che 
Nobility , were againe ſeated in the Theatre, in- 
wardly burning with deſire to know on whoſe fide 
(inconſtant) Fortune would encline : whiles thus 
all th was ready, t he Herauld no ſoon:r ſoun- 
ded to the Combate, but three ſtrange Champions 

entered the Lifts, being gallantly nd and 
dight in filver Armour, inameled with Azure, ha- 
ving their Plumes all white and blew, prefiguring 
hope: on the contrary part, Whiles the Cicillam 
were in contention, whicn three ſhould enter: Lo, 

even then three gallant Cavaliers (being Ciciliars) 

unexpeftedly arrived, richly mounted upon ſnow- 
white Barbarian Courſers, apparelPd in green Ar- 
m our, having their Plumes crymſon and white, 
d ſplay ngthe beauty WP Ladies;the King arid 

| 3 


com. 


182 „ THE FLOWER" 
company admiring what theſe unknown'Cicitiag 
(commending their audacious valout and marti- 
all dexterity q commanded them to begin. So the 
two: foremoſt having made obeiſancte', giving 
Spurs to their Jennets, very valorouſly advanced; 
at which furious encounter, they both ſo glori- 
ouſly behaved themielves, that it was difficult to 
cenſure whoſe ſide victory did moſt tavour, but at 
laſt the C icilian making a ſhort turn (as being ex- 
port in thoſe martial actions f Planting his Lance 
n his enemies Creſt, very gallatty bore bim off the 
addle, to the no little rejoycing; of the whole Af 
embly, which for.taviſbing applauſe ſhouted a+ 
waine. The ſecond ſtranger, not any thing daunted 
with; his fellows .ryi{-fortune, very couragicuſly 
fr forwards; who, being by the next, Cicrlian ay 
afgvely met, were both (at frſt)very ner diſmioun- 
ted: In wliich triumphant Combateg haying bro- 
ken their Lantes( and ſent the ſhivers in the Aire to 
band with Mars) they retired ; but no ſooner were 
they furniſhed by their Pages with freſh Lances; 
bur giving ſpurs to their Courſers, they again ad- 
vanc'd, here the Cicilian fo gallantly behaved him- 
ſelf, that at the next encounten he forged both horie 
2nd man to the gtound, yea and with ſuch a ter- 
rible fury, that the hole aſſembly conjectured he 
had given the world his (laſt) fatal farewel; which 
the third ſtrange Champion perceiving (as having 
his valorous courage i med with honour ) with 
ap updaunted reſolut ion gave Spurs to his ſennet; 
19 che Jaff Ciefian Knight perccrvigghts app oachy 
wis| a fic.iceaudacicy ran to encoyntes him, where 
bet wixt il eſe warlike hercical Mart ialiſis fo m * 
5 val 
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va lorus feats of Chivalry were demonſtrated, that 
the hole aſſembly reaped exact applati'e by pro- 

ing the object of ſo rare a Combate hut to con- 
Aude, as the intiuence of dme giveth a full period 
to all terreh rial accidents, fo in the twinckling of 
an eye, this ſtrange Cavalier was by the Cicil ian 
Knight.moſt famouſly vanquiſhed, to che no lictle 
rejoycing of the joy ful ſpectators, and alſo to the 
delieious applauſe ot che King himſelſe, who for 
this fortunate victory ( erecting Tropnies of con- 


tentaticn in the Center of his Capacity) came fim- 


ſelte in Perſon to gratife theſe Conqueruurs with 
his royal thanks: When (being unarmed) efpying 
them to be his Son Thalmeni, with the other exo 
Princes Palma and HMedor\, having his conceits e- 
va ted within the Eden of delectation, very cour- 
tevutly went and embraced them, criumphing in 
the Conqueſt of their audacious magnanimicics. 
The Queen likewife being advertited of this un“ 
lookt tor news, accompanied wich the three Prin- 
ceſſes, Athel ia, Mer ſilva, and Florina (together with 
a gliſtering troop of Ladies) came like wiie to ſalute 
them, and fo ( after many amoruus ſpeeches were 
paſt ) conducted chem in a moſt triumphaat man- 
ner to the Palace; where they were no ſwoner are 
rived, but bufning wick'd-ite to know what theſe 
vanquiſhed Knights were, they fo wrought with 
the King, that he preſent}y diſpatched a Nobleman 
of his ( gallantly followed) to requeſFthienreo the 
Court; when inſtantly, thoſe vanquiſhed Cava- 
Len (nothing dunted with the in fidelity of nit 


to:tune ) accompanied with many Troops ot va- 
* N Ioruus 
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Iorom Knights (wich a gallant reſolution) direct - 
ed pod pe to the Court, where paſſing the ſilver 
Hall Iden Gallery, they were conduſted to 
the di Chamber of Preſence, where the King, 
Qu and Princeſſes, under & glorious Canopy 
© imboſſed with Diamonds, attended their 
arrivall ; as whoſe enterance, deſcending their 
Thrones of Eſtate, they advanc'd to ſalute them, 
But now remark the mutability of fortunes for out 


three beautiful Paragons p: cſenting themſelves be- 


fore their Preſence (with intent to ſalute them) 
and glancing their eyes upon the phyſnomy of 
their complexion, immediately perceived them to 
betheir (unexpei — Fathers ; the ſo · 
. daine whereof io daunted their contempla · 
tions, betwixt love and feare, they proſtrate- 
ing themſelves to their feet, very inſtantly fell to 
. the , demanding pardon z At which co- 
mical accident the Cavaliers prying more ſeriouſly 
upon their baſktul complexions, found them abſo- 
lutely to be their onely daughters; ſo that natu- 
rall affection conftraining them to rain fountaines 
of teares from the Conduits of their eyes, being in 
conceic raviſhed with the joyful alarum- bell of this 
unlookt for news, they elevated them againe on 
their feet, and ſo banding their fight eich upon o- 
thers countenance, they ia the plaudity of that 
heavenly contemplation @ long time remained 
ſi ent; but at Jaſt accumulating their wits before 
the throne of diſcr. tion, and ſleeling their tongues 
with the phraſe of joytull acclamarion , they in 
ſghing lort bi eathed out thele ſpeeches : 
Wat- 
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| happy _—_— vertuous Ladies, in moſh 


n that by their arrivals they were made 
ingly fortunate. The three Angelical Princeſſes all 


cheir diſobedient audacity. The which their Fa- 
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Welc Davghters to your (ace) ſerravſull 
— — Th 258 ok for . 
ſe h King Queen no 
es © 
—— 72 them to be the 


ioutly nd ſaluted them, 
bleſſing the divige aur which afforded thera the 
honour of r. 


this while having their pleaſant countenances me- 

*d to ſorrowtul eamplexions, with 
ceares in their eyes ſtood trembling for timeroſty, 
ing leaſt their Fathers would rebuke them 


thers perceiving, ( bat not fu that either of 
them were — with — countenancea 
demanded the cauſe of their diſconſolations; who 
having their ſenſes overvailed partly with ſorrows 
ful ſeare, and partly with natural affe&tion, dying 
their viſages with a vermilion- bluſh, ſtood meerly 
ſilent, as trembling to incamp the avant-guard of 
their ſpeeches, The which King Drxino remarking, 
very boldly ſtept to their Fathers, and related him, 
That being married without your Princely con- 
deſcents, he fux poſed they doubted to diſcover it, 
fearing left they ſhould ( deſervedly) incurre the 
livery of your indignation. Married! quoth thei⸗ 
Fathers; why, to whom ? Surely, quoth Drains, 
Atheliato Prince Tha/meno my Sonne and heir ap- 
parent to my Crowne; Merfilva to Prince Palms 
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Sonto'B/{hgora King of Ag ir, and F brmato Privice 
Mad ſon to-Orlinds King of Biafare, The which 
theſe Kingly Parents no ſooner underſtobd, but 
triumphing in that their Daughters were ſo hono- 
rably matched, they amorouſly' went, and moſt 
ſweetly embraced them: King Dr«ino ſering them + 
herewith divinely contented, determining to add 
more applauſe to their raviſhed conceits, told them 
— char it were thofe three dignified Gallant: | 
(their Son in Laus) that ſo valoropſly had con- 
quered them ; which againe adminiſtring more 
joyto the plaudity of cheit plea lant imaginations, 
did ſo tickle their oonoeits with Nectar applaud 
that they deſired they might fx their eyes upon the 
object of their Sons perſonages, which immediately 
was —— For our Heroical young Princes 
no ſooner underſtood the Zephir news of this 
ſtrange noveicy, but inſtantly poſting to their pre- 
(ence, they very obediently ſaluted chem,imploring 
pardon for their audaciousenterpriſes, which with 
a gracious benigne reply was ſoon granted them, 
and ſo embracing them ( in their daughters fights) 
with a ſweet affectionate ſympathy, they in pub- 

ique view generally ſrom their hearts, ratified 
that which before was ſolemnly ſolemnized. King 
Drxins perceiving this unexpected Heroical meet- 
ing, remarkirig how theſe ſweet Martialiſds of af- 
ſection were with their ſweet Paragons fortunate- 
ly bnfted-failed not in moſt triumphant order 
to imbe}liſhthis-dignifed. Agembly with ſumptu- 
'ous bravery > So 'av:banquerring theſe forraigne 
Kings with ſiuh Princely entertainment as was 
behaing cheit Maje! ical perſonages, Fe a long 
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. cauſe cbey knew the publique aflaits of chelyKings 
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ine retained them in his Cicilian Ki WA of 
ns lefle 7 8157 his falt blk Sub ſcrde then 


miratios of all ſorreign ſpectators; many dayes 
were expired in ſalemntzing theſe ſumptueus Tri- 
umphs, the dignifed honour. whereuf mounting 
theskies, will till eternity redound to the Cicili- 
ans immortall fame. The three renowi 


ſeeing it now high time to draw — ( 


doins required heir pieſence) repaiged t 
to depart; and fo gratifying King Drxino for cheir 
Royall entertainment ( as alſa taking their graci- 
ous Conge of the Queen and che Nobllity ot Ciri- 
lia) they at laſt (with their Princely Sous and 
Daugh: ers) moſt tumpruouſly iubarqued them 
ſelves: ben a favorable Zephir gale blowing 
them from the Cic lian coaſt, did woſt pleaſaugly-, 
reconduct them in ſafety to their own Kingdomes: 
ſo as Thalmend being wich his fair Athelia arrived in 
the Territories of . Zaxfara, Palma wi h his ſweet 
Merfitua in the Country of Bohemia, & M dor wich 
his dear Florina: in the confines of Numidia, they all 
very contentedly there lived in the height of maſt 
amorous affection: till at laſt death ( by the Dart 
of Thanatos )) as ſummoning the aged Parents ta 
pay nature her due, and being d:prived from the 
vanity of this earthly Kingdome, to be-inveſted 
Saints in the Celeſtial Monarchy, Our young. 
Princely Martialiſts of love were in their ſtead 
triamphantly Crowned, where living in dele&able 
tranquillity, they along time teigned to their heart: 
continuall comfort, their ſoules tcernall conteu- 
tation. 
FINIS. 
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t peeviſh Pamphlet, and given 
( for a whiles ) my Ruftical Muſe exact 
— 2 — | 
oy grave of filence ; I began to excogitate 
wh my capacity, whether I ſhould produce this 
my abortive Elfe before the Theatre of the worlds 
, contemplation, or elſe( wich theMidwifes of Egypr) 
make the joyfull hour of his projection, the 2 
timely ) ſepulchre of his fatal cataſtrophe, ſo that 
ng leriouſly in ſo Tragi-comical a can» 
how to circumference my conceits within the 
(@cſired ) Liſts of (amiable) unity, I at laſt in the 
. — — — — —— 
to be v rou ſly aſſa 
een and mortal Rivale, the one was cal- 


led Diſcretion, the other Nature; which with au- 


thentical motives ( before the Bar of my capaci 2 
artificially pleaded for a definitive ſentence: PA 
began Diſcretion, who with the phyſnomy of a 
cheerful countenance, ſoliciced, that in this golden 
age of Poetry — Invention hath pierc'd the 
re, and is long ſince Charadtered in the Skie) [ 
ſhould not preſume to attribute wings to my Ea- 
gled Mnfe, but rather nip her audacious Plumes, 
and ſo compel he: to obſetve a lower _ 
u hi: 


8 
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which might beſt ce wich rhe influence of 
imbecilicy : An du I had to allo of 

is exhortation; but Nature inſtanaly ( wich taam 

in her eyes, and her ſorromſul hair | 

her ruthſul cheeks } 

ting her ſeli to my ſeet, { * 

not thy (C ) hands in che innocent 

thy Pamphlet; but rather cheriſh him wich car 

projet bim to the world, and commic him to h 


ortune. Which having pump yori 
« moment vaniſhed, and fo left to ths 
incumbrens 


r — 44 —— 
ces. Being thus toftica? 
ty, and almoſt ingulph d in che — — 
tears, ] began to ponder on ſome ſpeedy 
which mighr free me from accuſiomed — 
but continually finding my mirih diverted co mide 
ſery, and my exhifcration: to dol #4 | 
| (hoop en Choybdte) Gbiqan che ole 
nate deſpaire; but at laſt delicious 
C preſencing me with che (ie) thred of ana 
rt ) brought me out of the labyrinth of perplodie 
ty,by talling.rothis (p ) reſolution, io ba. 
take my Elfe to the work thereby r 
Nectar of a future peaceab — nom 
Gentlemen, by vertue of the ts, 1 here ſad 
you my Pamphlet, not apparelled in Arcadsav ſults, 
nor embelliſhed in Facry ornaments, but rather 
wrapt in a thred- bare mantle of Simplicity, ftich'd 
with Ignorance, lind with Illiterature, and fac'd 
with Folly ; whe: ein you ſhall £nd nothing (by the 
Pen- 
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Penoitef 2dpe/lzr yipo liſned, but all chings (wih 

— — ö — ren.» 
Ae wanchig the dulcid ( flillifed ) mech 
v ( chtſe our tits) ingeniue-( Parnaſſus) ouirioſi· 
y novortlreleſſe my poor unſavory Pocm was pre- 
io he ſeen ; aud therefore, hat the Fate 
for a period;ÞFhavenot preſumed to contra - 
with denial: N6w Gentlemen, having peruſed 
ut you lei ſures ) elle harſn ( diſeordant ) phraſ 
my Pamphlet/ardwith unpartial contemplaci. 
oawadeyrhrougwitreBryars of my imbecillicy, | of. 
Amd as rremblingotfendor before the benign | 
Bari6f'your favours, tearing leit mericoriouſly 1 
ed eur yone\cholivick)indignation,infpre; 4 
— eee 6 ma deryT to che 
, i; but pardon Gentlemen I beſtech you 

reſolution, and at the ſintera ĩmplo - 


* 


Weed ngXmertinventiod; mean While, 
ander ftandyeugIve⁰ my Flower of) Fideligy but 
the euft owoe a previous acceptanep, 1 will ih 
| - — — . — with che 
at und compel tnyaguith to quaffe ( Nectar) 

An t the r 
tartthe next eplning Summer l maypreſent your, 
Apackics with dome fine — of 


* — 
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The Authors Farewel 


to his Book-- 


Niimely Imp ! concert d by deſtiny, 
© ty L Prodactd by fate of Muſes plandity ? 
Saile through the watry Bowres of Neptune plam, 
T hy native home, fair Albion's Iſie to gain; 
Whoſe dainty ſoile ſmeet lovely Flora gay 
With fragrant Roſes, Lilies doth array. 
inhere being landed, if thow chance ta light 
Within the ken of Friends proſpectrve fight, 
Then reſt in peace, ſecurely there remain, 
As long as kindly he doth thee retain : 
But 1 5 fate again thon chance to fle * + 
" Withinthe liſts of any Soiliſts eye, 
Which with detrattion ſeeks to bla'? thy face, 
Or elſe triumph in atting thy diſgrace ; 1 
From ſuch ambitious fellows ſwiftly ip, ( 
' And back, return, thy Top-ſailes boi. a-trip ; 
Bewaile thy birth, and thy conception rue 


[ 
And ſomy P amphlet- Book farewell, adi. 
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